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WORSHIPFVLL, MY HARTIE 
Wel-willers, the Ladic Rummney, Mr, ring ham, 
M.. Slany, M“. Parkbu#, M* . Clarke, 
| M. Vincent, M*. Moſley, and MF, Thaire, 
and the reſt of my ( briftian Audit ars, and 
e e Tekes 
Chriſt our Lord, bee muluplied. 


* br worſhipfull, and dearely 

| 0 YI Plone is the Lord Ieſws : 11 is 

ABS the mercie of the Lend, that wee 

l } Nerat viterly conſumed, becauſe 

7 1 his compaſcions faile not. Hath 
WS 


not our ofperitie bardened 

— 2 — lulled vs in ſecu- 

jk ritic ? And when we ſay, peace and ſafety, may not a 

| ſudden deitrattion come upon vs, as the tranaile vpon 

4 woman withchilde and we ſhall not eſcape? Das not 

our impudent and deſperate ſiumes, daily call damne for 

4 , vengeance 424inſt ys, in that we put the cuill day farre 

fim ut, that wee may fall approach 18 the — 

gaity, har dning our hearts yet more and more that we| 

cannat repent | And is not the enuious may buſſe to ſow 

£4 tai, MDW wer are aſlerpe f Ave net aur 2 
MP; watchfnll and dil gent in ther malit iau and 

$8 prafiijes againſt the Church of God , pr 4 

* theaucrthrow thereof | will any thing ſerue their turne 
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oo H WWW nl how , 
and caſt into the fire? ,Hath thiconprofitable ig. tree 
for allthis dreſoing and fencing , for all 2 


tance? Surely thou uwe neuer ſo much land v- 
pon our iu ii ſcaion wit Saul, rhar wee haze fulfilled 
the c ommandements of the Lord, that we are an holy 
people, the Lord (hall finde no iniquity in vs, Mc. yet 
the bleating of the ſheepe, and lawing of the oxen: the 
ſparing of Agag, andreſcruing of bis off als, is a noto- 
rious euidenct to conuince our bypocrifie. And there- 
fore, though we flatter our ſelues with Agag, that the 
bitterne ſſt of death is paſt becauſe happili the Lord in 
great patience bath yet waited upon us, and put 

many deſperate blowes , that mig bt baus light heawilie 
pen vs; yet certainly when bee ſees 4 connentent time 
he will execute vengeance, and wound the bairie ſcalpe 
of all thoſe that got on in their wickedneſſe. And is not 
this a ſpecial enidence, that we got an in our (inner,and 
intend not repentance, becauſe we either hate to be re- 


formed and haue caft the ward behinde aur buckes : or © 


els beape vp tea bers actording to our own luſts, which 
may prophecit of new wine and ftrong drinke, ts mor- 
rem ſball be as to day, or wac'; more aboundant ? And 
is it not« frarefull argument of the wrath of God,yea- 
die to ſeaze pow v, in that wet haus choſen and em- 
braced the world,that thirſts after our blood, and haue 


caſt out that ſword which ſbould ſtaud in the gappe, 1s 


tene amuy the vengeance! What then is th reuſom 


that we are not urterꝶ conſurned: that our adaerſaries 


the Papifts Jigue net bad their defre t Surely they ſhall 
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18 # called vpm of v3: Au therfore not vnto ur o Lu, 
not onto vn, lu vnto thy Name tue the glory, enen fur 
thy truth & righteouſnezſake. Thogh we are nat wor. 
thy of the leaftaf Gods mercies,thogh we haue deſerned 
to be aue with all bis plagues, yet the Lordis 
worthy of all praiſe and glory: and therefore he hath de- 
lmered vs, ſlui we might glorife him : and ſhell not the 
Jude of al the world do right? wil he puniſh the rig bre. 
ou with the wicked® muſt nat Lot be taken am of So- 
doni, before the vengeance be inflicted i null not euen 
one he ameant to ſpare the Citie for hit ſake? Bebold, 
Kere another ground of the patience of God , exen the 
hoty feed bat yet remaines the Lord hath « litle flacke 
which is ud eare unis bim, a4 the appia of bio che: this 
hiticfuerboſorit ome bem in lefus Chrift ; be/ore the 
foundationref the world were laid, I his be hath made 
gloriows through his beautie, which he hath ſet upon it: 
tis be hath promijell to her with us to the end af the 
Worked can any thing be ag ii the lord be with 
v pull nat be m our enemies aur foot ftaol? ſhal not 
the lord tread Satan vnder our feetibleſſed be God in ie- 
| ſas Cbriff tat hath made.bere his migbty army in the 
.. feht councknowledgment 0 Dia nos the 
* papiſts amor arinomicdge r. n become alatht« 
þ Yam? ds they wit feel tothird iy;thatbe that keeps / fuel 
Fa doth neither fliuber wor fleep? hath not our ed watched 
0uT 8 . hath nat hae 
far un when aur carnalntapes haut bim comfaum- ＋ 
res gbat fo we maght at 2 bim the Poo * - 
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while the wicked rage, & are carelest ſurely homſoever 
7 2 the _ „ ana the conſumption 
ccd aſſe auer to the canfewnding tes 
— in Sion ſhalbe pres — 
take hold of the lypacrits, whendodt wrath approcheth 
Jet ſhall the vpright heart then lift vp their heads be- 
cauſe their ſaluation draweth neere. I be purging of 
the Church of hypocrites (bathe the preparing thereof to 
. greater glorie and ſafetie, and the anointed of the Lord 
(ball gainemiare bonour and [ecaritie , when the Lord 
leſus ſhalbe more aduanced vyon his holy hill of Sion. 
And are nat our enemies haflening hereunto? bath nat 
the patience of palicie enraged them more and more, 
and — — lea be out, that it can 
no langer be endureu Is it not time together with the 
ſafety of aur ſoules , to prauide alſo for the fecuritic of 
aur lines and ſtates? Bleſſed bee the Lord for the vigy- 
lance and courage of theſtate. Ob, bleſſed bee our G 
for hirwatchfulnt ſe over ur, were not all our building 
and watching elſe in vaine? And is it not iben mare 
then time to berpe our God waking by our prayers and 
teares? Is it not hie time to awake ont of ſecuritie, that 
ſo wemey make our peace with God, that he may ſtil for 
bis glory preſerue the peace of bis C lurches that he may 
fill preuent and confound the enemies of his Church ? 
And could I nom hold my peace in this day of g od ty- 
dings, when the Lord hath euen ag aine ginen.vs our 
lines for a prey, and pluckt vs as a preyout of the teeth: 
of the dewgurer? flaue I not vowed 4 yoerdly mmem - 
lrauce, for that great deliuerauce fromthe gunpowder 


T reaſon 


dow 18 reaint har evder db beer ance ? tive | 
rs remued enery morning onto bus, ſo great & bus 
Jatthſulne ſſb and frallnor we renews our 
by renewing our repent ance? = wee not remember 
whence wee are fallew, by remembring 
— we hate Tet rs that fo we may 227 
the free mercie of our God in aur great delenerances : 
#nd renewing our right in Tefrus Chrift that ſo we may 
reconey our fir ſt lowe, and be enabled to malte worthy 
of the mereies of our God , in . the things 
that ere readie ſo die and coitimumg with all patrence 
- | « and per [entrance that no man take away nur Crowne 
from vs? Ave not aur earthly Crownes often ſhaken, 
that ſo we may ber fare of the heawrnly inherit ancr, 
— cannot . — ſo we may haſten from 
this priſon, ta that eine which is above ? And hath not 
our grations God giurm vs wen Eagles wings, tha we 
may mount vp from the laue of thts world,that we may 
flieawa) from the entiſing vanities theeof & ſo come 
to that eternallreſt ? Hay we wot line by faith in the 
experience of theſe ſo ſtrange and unexpected deliue- 
rances: that he which hath deliuered, doth all till deli- 
wer vs, yes for his Names ſake will deliuer vs from all 
8 unrea/onable men, ca fram enery enill warte, that ſo 
' we may be made meet for that glorious inheritance ? 
| Hm not this litle ſparke yeeld ſome light hereunto, 
till the depth of miſchiefe being further diſcouered, the 
. candle may be lighted and [et vp pon the billto dec 
. All to come ont of Babylon , ts further the Saints in 
E their tourney to the heanenlie leruſalem : ſara as it 
- - pleaſerh God to lend opertunity and libertie , ſo ſhall 7 
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* r el/e meay ſufficie i Warne'0s 10 anoid 
— nid 3 ts 
late this orca/ion,to maintain the 
ritua ] funding and reconery out of any . there- 
, that ſo wee may bee thereby fitted to thoſe further 
mercies which the Lord hath in ſtore for vs. And ſer- 
ing it hath pleaſed God to make you initruments (bels- 
Po. of my ſetling in the Citie, and exerciſe of my cal- 
I haue accounted it my duetie to conſecrate theſe 
Pj fruits of my ſetled labour s unte nau: beſeeching ! 
— to giue you vnde ſtanding in all things © an 
preſerue you blameleſſe and vnſpotted in theſe 6". 
will times, uvnto the day leſas Chriſt, to 
whoſe gratious protettion I doe 
woſt hartily commend * 


reitmg in lum. 


Your worſhips remembran- 
cer at the throne of Grace, 
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Tz0xas Coorg, 
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ward to per 


Elowed Aue e loſe, W 
dangerous, and yot viry calc and pliu- 
dic deluſion, to.conceit unt ſe/nes 
0 : 28 hee vr 
N — n- 
rx" 2 weſt nocdline tried, 
te diſcerne aur Tk wn this 
fr af grece, Fer (ropaſſe by wake awoke of 
0} vas — — — in- 
ation 


canftaocic, 4nd nypucution efhypociibe ) ab 
225. eri wet banſelfe to bee in the 
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tion, 4s break; fe exilt ; then Tach w 

- by -narnres &7 me N and — 2 thereto, 
and ſo to rei — rand i it 
wot eftcemed a ſi . ure © efſe te bee leſſe 
_ then 2 0 P 2475 bantaive of 


tion be the tn ad] p Fs not 4 ceming good 

by nat efin eme foorth rn the world, ac- 
— carrant halipefſe, and thereby excludeth the trac 
power of well-doing ? 

Foru «lth any move thin labs brute beaſts may boaſt 
of? Ir the heart hen, | becnnſe the band cannot att, 
vay is it not morerebellions,the lefſe it bath it deſire? do not 
ſuch wiſh = — te delightfully of what they cannot 
dor: will they et im others that can do th 
ſane — wi her be reſtored? or is 
the heart the bertes, be benefite of complexi- 
en e are in pruuo, ſeciable, oe. are wot theſ# fitter 
watter for Satan toworke on, to dram vl into fellowſhip 
ts — te mal v4 r ro deveine our ſefnes and 
ortvers d'* 

Efperialy, if to this ſpew f nArWres brteonſneſſe, E- 
ducation be adionned, whireby the berng informed 
i khowledge, and refrain and cluilltie, vaters cuill 

SO more hept vnder, — ſeeming $004 22 — 
able and dean 50 the fatfter 
tas mature being puft vp bereby; "bat 
no other then a weapon of ynrighteouſnefie , to 2 —5 
$4inſt God and his wd, tir commit finne- . how 


| ran) by ben anvebit nnabled to conch it more cloſe 15. 


nme eme ger rb with the world 
fore curragt bonuerſſon; net oncly not 
doe A alſd doe | cas wee dur ug good of our 
le D and willwe hunger if. 


» ly ap r 2 1 
ebil, aud watamtd youth? [14 nor hence concetied 

thas we are n commeried, ſeeing now: r childiſh and 
youtbfull vanitie) are refiramed , ſtring wee are growne 

were ſober ure 2 . 
then cinill honeſtie, | 
ere and 


ons fr wreres/og fill . 
in osr luſt s me the ſets thereof, har wen 
—_— — IN > 


ritie , 4s they have eſpecially made choice of in this l 
and ſo renounced their intertff in Heanen 7 Au wit 
way frame betrer to ſocietie , beth of abe good, to when 
wow thay ſoall doe laſſo hurt, a aiſo of rhvegill , whos by 


thus — 3\ bas ſo Gods ge. 
werninent of theworld may bee and plors- 
eu, au bis wi mor: ace ompliſbed is rhe cleft 
and rprobatr . Js. not) this refitaine rd, 44 2 
ear conqueſt over c on ; ans /+ #conuerfion 
—— , bi u beart © no 
whit renued, but on reſtrained from the 
entward att Nay, 1 — peck ye in- 
wardly, the wort if io amrn ed ami ſmothered ? 
and ſs ſinne made out of meaſure fixfull : w being more in- 
excuſable, the more it v curbedr «6 breaking out more Rom. 7. 
deſpcrately, whey the bridis a reieied : at ripening more Note. 
dangeronſly, the more it boileth within : and ſd vp ; 
vengrance more vertainely, you morefearctully ba | 
#, a rotting ts fefpight the prof e, neee 
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in the ſbinw of haliuſe, a that they for 4 time 
to 2 rhe ſincert profeſſor? May they not reach v. 


a nerbee reievted May thiy nor doe 
. Cor — . — — 
begiv v Sh þ windyelond in the fleſb ? — 
contihu cu hene taken vv roote? can they edfl on Gold at 
«1 tiewes , thet bans made the world heir hopt awd their 
belly their Cal can arſruarth worme hi 
one theeralrofſe , and prepare Ew; 
3 ryumbe ſen cih ſuſb. avd ſhatl 2 not of rhe fleſh reape 


Gal.6zo, corroqtion{-Shall nun, candle of the hypoctite hee 
Tg. put ont? Doth not this faire ſhewof cho ficſh deceiue, 
dpαο det eiued + - 
6. Alida, l. Hk — therh, thay {+ wrowght 
— e — 


the Latd diligeetdy\ Muſt no: rhe wile — when 
they carinet otherwiſe thuſe ? Antti it any maſterie, not 
to reueng cl. wore po u mot im v bands f th 
Pals. . iinentihaenſed,retwroe to hre aggive N I 
— K<chinkty e, ff h url. vv wr fro nete 
. re Ls it parionce, fo\forbrare 
hunt car will vir abit fret %, 00 
tremble vn — Trmen —— God awely fer bi ern 
and wot tb bye 9» 2510 0100/32 1197” 
_ Ohbbautwicwrec ＋ ranStrand refered I» 
0 great happineſie, Rab ννEꝭũr 
end are not te ẽ]tᷣ-eα I rue th} mma be of 
halinefe to bee proffurrend'inthe world 1 anild God let 
0u7 labour Ane didqet frewp brad? If ery mar chu change 
. fromaſſlitirn tapreſperitie.) be a cexrame valdenes of wn 


inward change from worfe teborter — wre 1 
4 Wenns 


flaſh a cemd ent af convirhor?, * de 


Sar e/4 of the worie Iadgv. Ae 
14 — hgh * 
riches 


ants. 
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flattery of thoworld/ba 
dorſo for has or it: he needs not fteate, oppreſſe : he hath 
wherein it hall bi eoneronſueſſe u thrift; bis pride,cltan= 


Il be accomnted good ; he will not 


lineſſe ; bis prodigatity þ :#my ; his looſeneſſe, liberty and 


prevoy ative Huth he wor per of all i» bis bands? And 
Maybe} der what be lift ? Ir not bis luſt a law,” bis ex- 
anph arule and warrant? He feares notrouble; therefore 
be drſernes none. Wh» can ſay Blacke is his eye ? becanſe, 
who tarts ſay ſo Ny whowillndt ſay, blacke is white, 
if it may pleaſe ben ThsprofpePity makes d connert, if 
the world may g ine is enidence, 


. Eſpecially if out ſulueſſe in the world be grac:d with 8, Civil calling, 


fome cinill calling whe-eby we are honoured of the people, 


and tales vywith inwploiments ; is not idltneſſe now mach 


prevenied nd fd fach fin, an doe accompany the ſame? 
Dotb mr credit now reſtralne, bes conſcience can- 
mort Tr there wot now acloake for ſinne, and countenance 
for imiquity't What defence i fathered hence for neg le 
of ffiriroal d [FOR epporrninity offered. te colour 
N A Witt pÞeteier for licebrioufutſſe, 
e n Mx abe the erarares bat wrapping 
wpofubaſer where theres — in cuill t Tr nyt here 
one , for ſorcerity and religion, here ont- 
7 40 8 curill l become a rr of vy= 

righenefſe ar forth i fhewed by wotkes ? 2h 
wrt iran dnt tn? in our dealing, das we wot pry entry 
math h u doo we not helpe onr ncih by truſfiug 
bim with our feed bbing ſurety for bim. do we wer main- 
non poll weight our h od, by feaſting one im, and 
making p mom "| what more obwioue and 
commendable then or cmill emptoiments, ſo bene ficial 
te the Gm j, fo neteſſary for aum private, ſo ſuc- 
erſſaſall ia the i u. hein opizton )rnere bleſſed f What 


War, 
tha fe t If wow tho witkga ras the labour of the . 
22 A 
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erg od i that ts ſo plentifully ret en AY 
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tr nets ? May they net crie ay me unto their ſeater, = 
Oh wellis thee, and bappy ſbalt thou be !'Thus civil ime- 
ploiment with worldlings is accounted religion :and to be 
worally inf and true in contratt; and barg aunos goal cur- 
rant with men fer ſtanch and ſound boluncſſo. 

But if weenter into God: ſanituary, andby the rule of 
the word determine bereof ; 1s not the Lord good unte 
All, and doc we know lone or batred by theſe things, Ecel, 
9.1. Nay « not proſperity the portion of the wicked, Pſal. 
17. 14. Are they not bereby fattad vp to thy day of lawgh- 
ter ? Terem.1 2.3. Ic net an hypocrite in Albion, an A 
theiſt and mocker in proſperity, 1: not aproſelite inproſ«- _ 
perity,an Apoſftate and Blaſphemer in afflition, Haus not 
the beſt loſt by proſperity, andare not the worſt made in- 
excuſable thereby ? doth it not vſually peragrt aud ſpoils 
them of what they ſermed to haus had, ; all bonds 
of cinill honeſty, and ſo maker them worſe then bruit 
beaſts, without underſtanding. Dos not the poore rerciu 
the Goſpell, when the rich and mighty are — 
away hecanſe eit ber they cannot come, er come with thes 
ut ard man: their hearts runne after their comtowſnes: 
I; the word entertained with ſuch, otherwiſe thi for fate 
er coplement,or elſe to make them merry. Jo condenen the 
raſbneſſe and folly of ſuch as will reproue or to deride their 
flattery, that will call light darkyeſſs, muſt it not dance 
after eur pipe, and ſerus our tuſts, to harden v3 in flame 
and ripen vi to vengeance, Is not ibu the proſperity of the 
wicked their deſtruttion, and not their comnerſion 1 Doth 
net the old ſert remaine in Moab, becauſe be was not 
changed oO veſſell to veſſoll, but eniczed conftant proſe 
perity thereby was ſetled on his lees, and rot more ob. 
Stmately in natures dreg ger, thereby exerciſtd more gree- 
dily and deſperately the luis thereof? ( us the change of 
the entward eftate change the inward man from worſe to 
bettor / A. they were increaſed, ſo, did nat 78 
rebel againſt bim, vb in their fluctions ſom bt _ 
5 2 


= Mt... LL. 7 18 — e 


we fiwnitou God till we haue onr deſires, and when a 
mne ir ſerned, they depart fromvs Lord, we will mat the 
knowledge of thy waies, what profit ſhall we baue if wo 
the Almighty. lob. 21. 13. 16 We bane now u ne 

of God, and therefore it is in vaine to ſerus him 
A for aber in a cin calling hem ſosnert bis (being 


ſanttified by the ſptrituall) way be A to lay vp a of conver row. 


good fonnilation ag ainſt the day of Chriff.1 ,Tim,6.19.20 
yet ts the naturall man there i not a more dangerous 
ontwardmienner toexciude grace, then the greateſt mea- 
ſure of boneſty that is feene therein, Por in it not the grace 
of this calling to reſt in itfelfe, for good ſuccefe, without 
inuocation of Gods aſſiſtance,or reference to bus bleſſing ? 
It not our pur ſuit bereof apriniledge to exempt from hol 

duties; We muſt liue,and therefore we cannot be 2 
We haze no leafure tothe (arch. Or it # not enough to 
come when wemay haue leiſure? Ii it not ſufficient that we 
are nit Papiſti inprofeſſion, though weare Papiſts in ig- 
norante and prophenation to; yea greſſe Idolaters in 
makmy our belly our God,the world our confidence Ii 
net meritorious that we g ine almes, and receine our maker 
once a yerre. H ſul. 3. 4 thut we are no whores nor theenes, 
wo doe no body any wrong : we line of our own,doth not this 
viterly exclude religion in the family  dbth it not 64 
iſh all lone tothe power religion dot it not extinguiſh 
all ſeuſt of inward corrupriow.” Ii nov i ſticks inthe 
forme of Religion, and ſo to renounce the power thereaf. 
11 net thu to ſayin our hearts there it no God, ſeting he is 
onely in our lippes aud nor in ox? Yaſnes, do we not deny 
him in our lines, and tarnall worſhip, who is A ſpirit 7 
will be worſhippei in ſpirit and truth ; howſpener we boa 

that we know him enough? And doe ony mont hes atherwiſe 
achwowledge bim then at beſt , by prophaning bir great 
name, and blaſpheming it ordinarily in our daily c- 
inunicationt Nay iti not aprice propoſed to inconrage di. 
ligener in — befles phane 


ſes,emen licence to pro 


_— 
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"* the Sebbatl to deſpiſe the word? ec. Aud what if 

lerpe touch and day in paiments and contrats} What if 4 

little eie ſeruict be vſed in the outſide of their mares. Is. 

it for conſcience to God, to whom they deſire to rau 
the truth of their hearts, or onely 4 care for the mainte» 
nance of trading and mutuall commerce, which withong. 

this entward ſeeming equity muſt needs be abolyhed? M 

will truſt, or ſhall be truſted, f word be not kept? But is it 

775 any further, then may cleere from touch of mans law? 

s promiſe kept hereto our hinderance, ſo we way winde 
ont by the arme of fleſÞ d Is the ſubſtance of our wares any 
thing leſſe then anſwerable to the ſhew? It not Godrobbed 
of bus glory while we ſacrifice to our labour and wit f 1s 
not this great Babel, which I haue built for the honor 
of my named cc. 

Eccls.r, Surely as theſe outward _—_ are common to alli ſe no | 
max knoweth lone or hatred, either by proſperity or aducr- 
ſity. Well may a good man(by right vſage Jmaks theſe good 
vnte him; but theſe of themſeluet may well make bim 
worſe : otherwiſe they baue no power inwardly to better 
bim Onely it belongeth vnts God ( throwgh the miniſt 

» of bic word)to conuert the ſonle,as tendring ( to this end) 

Pſal.19, unto v i. not corruptible things, as filuer and gold, which 

x Per. . 18. ne in this life;but the precious blood 
of Chriſt,as a Lambe vndefiled, & without ſpot,whreby 

r. Io. 14. we are cleanſed from all our fines, and redeemed from 

our vaine conner ſation, receined by the tradition of the 

fathers. 


* — Milaes pe crite:Hauc we not heard thee teaching inour firects? 
4 * Na, Haue we not taught in thy name / Haue we not 
Luke 8, received the word with ioy, and done many things 
Mark, 6.25. accordingly ! Can the leſ doe more ? Dos not we in many 
| thing offend all ? Is not this 4 ſuffic 


effe 


Tx. 1. 11. 


— 


a, 
Nie 


eee, Lam. 3 4. i 
(6. op gene and .ypj- * 
ucsſally, having teſpect t all Gads com 


amdements: 
Pal. 119.7. 8. 4 conftemly e and - 
ding, yeai\ncreafing in grace, Andfinifiing aur caurſe, 

That woman take away our Growne : Reuel, g. 1. Cor. 1 5. profefiion 
58, Epheſ, 3. Colloſ. Is 2+ Pet. 4; 8. 9. 2. Tim. 4- 3+ and ſome 
Phil. 13. uu e of e- 

And chereſere ſceing ibo werd ef God mus be a ſanony g no e- 
of death unte death, unto ſame wha are to hee renaunced, — — : 
And made inexcuſable thereby : hence ut, that thong fon. 
they rectus it 1. with ioy , as bring raxiſhed. with the 2. Cor. 2.44. 
ſmertneſſethereof; yet being not mixed with faith, ir be. lob 15. 
comes vnproſitablo; yea 4 witneſſe againſt them, and, ſo : lal, * 9. 
the toy of the hypocrite laſteth but a moment, bee is liks to * 3. 
bee beaten with more ſtripes, becauſe hee kyomes his ma- Heb, 4, . 
fert will, and doth it not : Math. 12. 47. yeatheugh it 
commeth al ſo tapaſſe, that for carnallreſpetts , a ban, 
lorie, credit, ſatisfattion.of ethers , hem they deſreto | 
1 likg the hypocrite alſs may do many things 4ccordin 
to the lettet of the word, thowgh, not anſmerable to the 
power thergof; nor from the purpoſe of his heart , rexwed 
by the holie Ghoſt ; but executing therein the lu of his 
heart,as ſpiritzall pride, hypocreie,cc, Tetneither ſhall 
he be able to continue in any ſubitance of — , be- 
cauſe be hath no root; bam ſocuer for bu credit ofice 
be moſt ſometimes ſbew religions , yet. by reaſon f. diffe- 
rence of companie change of times and occaſient , he wwe 
even for the ſame — of credit and profite , caft off 
lu viſeur of holineſſe, and ſo appeare in 1 true likeneſſe, 
to the ſat ii ing of ſuch , to bam nothing but. groſſe and 
| 7 will gine any contentment. ' This 
* eertaine, that as the hypocrite in big beſt dewotions, 
en K Ames 
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ro the Wed ahi witaſafes himſelf by it lone: 
ft only gor, n ar the me - 
| , ur fleſh and blood will brooke ; ami 
it is buy wiſedome to 1urnewith the time, to be ruſed by bis 

betters , to bee indifferent ro all ſtraines, that ſo hee may 
' gaine by all, Way doth wot this neceſſity lie vpon the hy- 
pocrite, that howſotwer for 4 time he muſt gloſe and fawue 
von t he truth, while it is bu pack. herſs to farther him 
to premotion, riches, &. yet when by plunging bimſelfe 
into worldly courſes, he muſt neceſſarily croſſe in his out- 
ward attions, the power of that truth which be makes pro- 
feſſion of, and ſo thereby wound and gall his conſcience : 
muſt he not now for bus credit abaſe and viline that truth 
which before hee ſo magnified? as being either too ſenere 
and preciſe becauſe he cannot reach it: or being foohſhnes 
and madneſſe : and therefore he is naw more wiſe , more 
ſober,then to be guided by it. you muſt pardon his former 
folly and giddineſſe: he will do no more ſo ; hex1ill be more 
wiſe moderate &. 

Aud all this but a colour to hide or eaſe his wounded 
conſcienct, which nor being able to endure the power of 
the word, muſt therefore m wiſedome reieft it; and ſo 

flie onto carnall Phyſicke, to purge out melancholie, and 
yet till under pretence of ( hriſtian libertie,that hee hath 
knowledge exongh , and yet more deſperately to deceine 
himſelfe bereby and others, as preſeruing an opinion of his 
righteouſneſſe , as if hee were wninſtly chalenged , and 
therefore may iuſtlie except againſt this evidence , and ſo 
prenenting ſound repentance , and thereby , caſting off 
the bridle, gives libertie to finne , and ſo haſteneth 
Vengeance, 

This us the iſſue of an hypocrites ſuppoſed couner fron, 
arſwerable enen unto the meaſure thereof 1 which being 
not roored in the het, ncr aiming at Gods $9"), 
no marxell if the glory of an hypocriie prooue his 

confuſion, And is bee not whtly devrined in thus r 
| 0 
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Bat to admit 4 true connerſom : Ii ibe combate now at 
an end? or not rather now begws { 11 there, anyylace bers 
for Aleneſſe, ſecurity, remiſneſſe in our calling > Surely 
though the foundation ftandeth ſure in refpeft of Gad, bo 
hnoweth who are his ; yet it lieth much in u, either to * p e 
make ſure and beaxtifie the building , by bring w, t 
and diligent in well doing; or elſe 35 our — and 2 Phil x2 
ſeenrity, to defave and interrapt it, yod many times to our fal. 1 
ſenſc and feeling , ewen viterly to owerthrow the ſame, Pſal. 
For preofe heereof , take wee wiſely a ſcanmling of the Malach,} 
times wherein we line, and then lay we thereto ſuchexpe- 
rience as this Treatiſe affoordetb. 
Concerning our times it muy not bee denyed , but 
that our meanes might haue geelded ſuch a growth in 
holineſſe . as by the time wee might all hae been tea- 
chers of others , in regard of our abowndant meaſure 
of knowledge : yea ne might haus been leaders to other 
Nutions in the power and prattiſe of godlineſſe, bauin g by 
od; mercy ſuch lime(y preſidents of ſank fication ſet be- 
= vs: And therefore, as wee ſtand only pon our name, 
and credit of profeſſion, it muſt be aſſumed , that (eeing we 
haue bed ſnch meanes, therefore the Lord ſhall finds no 
iniquity is vs, that were ſhame and wickedaeſſe , ſeting Oſeis 
God hath a few names among vs, t bat wales in white, and i Reg. 22 
heepe themſelues vndeſiled from the great offence, Theve- 
ore when went the ſpirit of God from vs vnto theus ? why 
ſhonidthey that haus had the ſame meanes.yegld alſo ls 
fruit of conſcionable ebedience ? why ſhould not wr ſtand 
on our holines with the beſt : ſeeins we haue found ont 
richetin all aur labowrs i Goa preſpereth vs in our affaires 
abroad, and al is peace and buſht at home; and therefore z:ch.n.s 
bleſſed be God, for we age rich, and increaſed with goods, Reuel 31 7 
and haus need of not hing: Thur as the bonntifull lone 
conld doe nothing vnto vs which he hath not done , ſo if 
43 our 


i * 
* 


— — — 


xe | 
Elay &6. 5 
Joh, 26,1, 


— o 
I 


een 


mandentor of tn? , ah the Gongreg uh 
what ſeeuer we doe, let the Lord be glorified, we tbſte we 
dorGud gd ferme, bt baff ear if tb Ha. 
Thus continuance sf tratlom Meanes ings On forme 
of godſiaeſſe mi rhe of (ollihefſe promkes v te de- 
ny the power thereof ther [d we might be more Mexonſa- 
bis beetaſe we cannot pleall ignorance ner Aft y ebdlenge 
out Cod of any failing tm d vr: and haften berrby von 
vs the ta indgenont of Gott, becanſs we hte that in . 
thers, where of we afſmone the glory, andl deviy bat in our 
obedience which we arrogate 43 dur — bold in the 
fandnr of God; the Tethyle of the Lord, the Temple of the 
Lord; And ſhall not then our glovy be vu ſhure , let 
we are earthly minded; and doth Hot dur ſbowrhHe toi this 
eſtatr, pre ſage ſpecule vewgranre 1 Ad i det the fickle 
alreadir put in? han wer mt ſharpened the ford that 
threatens dur deſtraftion t ſhall the Lord repent him of 
any mill he intents roweval vs , ſeting wit harden our 
hearts day ir, and will not rep the Lord be mer. 
cifull pntd vs , ſeeing mercie anid co in i buniſhed 
from — o#? Emery one ſorber a own , awd wt each 
others geo, our mireres are plain crneltiet , thy tables 
ſnarerguar lone to the firſp the berrayios the ſonP ibi (off 
wr ſhould be counted nowproficitnts e preſume of ra ctiſe 
anſwerable to the meanes, Ard hevthy we wonlld ſtome 16 
haue hit the inſt tenſurt of bolineſſe, btrauſt whe rompell 
other; to our meaſure, and tent them by dor line, as if wee 
were abſolnte paterues to them of godlineſſt , at if whatſs 
ener were biyond or compaſſe, were ſup , Abdexor» 
birant, If now it pleaſe God to awath the conſcience of 
any that hath bene owerraber with the deteirfutneſſt of the 
time, or otherwiſe davwprd with the ſtearity thereef : fb 
that be broinnes to bethinks himſtlſe , au remeber 
whence he hath fallen: is it not tht policie de ffeppe his 
mouth with offals of the world, to trowne him mn phtaſwre, 
te arine wway melancholie, to drink may this barrquateas 
or 
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the Lord mans aine big c omrrewer fs, by the torr ove of con- 
ſevoncege bring torepertanes 1 Oh the cry w,rbav be 
i« wad, or deſperate , A forts, or au h 4, Thus ave 
the hearts of Gods cure caff downs , whom the 
Lord bath buanbied and ail ts maint ame or [remving hay- 
pineſſe, all this to barden our hears, that we may not re- 
pem, Ard bau we not to this porpeſe in great ten, 
mary au fed and damnable engines of Saran the rather 
yer to harden the brart by making a mocks of fine What 
ſhall we eonceme of that common prattiſe ! let no man ro- 
proone : finne muſt not be dealt withall tn earneſh, Af ewe 
confidence be confounded / or if it muſf bee dealt withall, 
then let vs haare of it is eſt , n moſt bes ranght vpn the 
flage, and yet made mat rer to ſport with, that ſo wee may 
account it but a ſport, that ſo the foole may make amecke 
of inne ſmrely, though bleſſed be God, une goes net vn- 
controled, and that by Gods boly ordinance to conmince 
and confound the ſame : yet in not the ſacred word of God 
made a ie of too : 4 ſubielt for ſage player a by-word at 
tables, that ſo we may yet more defperatly ſcorne the ſame 
and ſo yet further harden our hearts, that we may net re- 
pent. And though the gloriews Lord hath enen from Hea- 
wen avenged by cauſe againſt thoſe horrible I heators of 
all abomination, burning one of them to the ground, ſet- 
ting daylie the markes of bis wrath vpon them by madner, 
epilepſie, c; e. yet will not the (ilthy bee filiby 747 Muſt 
they net fi remain to be fatter: for Popery: broker: for 
Arhgiſme , and bands to all du wickedneſſe , 10 ad- 
wance the pride of our holy menntaine ; to nouzle in 
feenrity ; as if wee now had leiſure fill to play , as if 
fill wee might doe nonght elſe , but eat and 1 , and 
riſe vp to make our ſelnes merry with ſurfeiting on the 
finxes of others, And hath Satan compaſſed in vaine by 
theſe bis wiles? Ir mot Popery encreaſing, and growne to 
ſome hoye to build lericho againe. Doth not cloſt Arbe- 
fur abound generally, the Lordis athpowledged in word, 
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peble Atheiſme raigue aloft in our curſed blaſphemics of 
Godin taking bis gloricus Name in vain : Is not this the 
crown of our pride to draw nerr unte Cod with our lipper, 
when our hearts are far from him : and is not ourg lory our 
ſhame: becauſe we with the ſame month breath out curſog 
& bleſſings? Is net this avother bieter fruit of this accur- 
ſed tree to pretend what we are not, nor euer meane to be? 
And bath not deſperat prophaneſſe hence got bis ftrength? 
Is not liberty ginen hereby ts all licentionſneſſet Doth not 
Popery on the one (ide ſatisfie the fleſh whiles it pretends to 
baus it in no eſtimation,nowriſhing the pride of the fleſh in 
voluntary denotions, inſtifying and ſatisfy my the luſt: of 
the fleſh, under a pretence of wiſdome,notably diſcouered, 
in auricular confeſſions, in indulgences voluntary yowes, 
connſels of perfettion cc. pretendirg perfection, to cloak, 
ſin,that we may not be chalenged for it, confeſſing ſin that 
we may conmit it more greedily, vowing continenc? & pe- 
vertie, that we may enioy the contrary moreſecretly,& g1+ 
uug pardon for finne,that we may pratliſe it more ſecure- 
ly: And doeth not Atheiſme on the other fide encreaſe 
the ſcore, gining the bridle more deſperately unto fin, be- 
cauſe the Lord is hid in the claudi, and will nett her do good 
wor ewill becanſe he forbearet, therefore he is like unto vs, 
he likes of our funne : or elt we ſay in our hearts there is no 
God at all: no hell for ſinners, but to be hindered in ſinne, 
no Heauen, but this, to ſatisfie the Inſts of the ſleſh : 
And doth not hypocriſie now makes vp the meaſu e, preſu- 
ming on Godr mercy, that we may ſinne continually , pre- 
tending in firmities that we may be borne withall howſoe- 
utr, reſting on the forme of godlineſſe, tocloake ary deſpe- 
rate wickhedneſſe : Therefore we ſhall be delinered, though 
we haue committed all theſe abominations; becauſe we are 
Chriftians, the inſt Temple of the Lord is with vs, there- 
fore he ſhall ſer no iviquitie , and finting Religion to fleſh 
and blood, that ſo fleſh and blood may take it ſwing , and 
thereon be woſt religious becavſe it doth it beſt, it cannot 
doe 
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© do otherwiſe jt dorb what others do: It acts e! 
farlings and therefore it maker vy it e efore 
, „une romines vyon it, becauſe it ſee1 no finne, it ac (um- 
ledgeth no iniquity. Anddoth noi the hingdome of Satan 
fſmarme hereby, and therefore ſhall not rhe hypotrites bos 
braten with more ftriper' : The Lord makg vi wiſe to ſeu 
the plague; and hide our ſelnes, Hath not the Lord bee 
as # moth ynte Iſrael and to the hewſe of ſudab as rotten. 
neſſe : haue we wor 4 nne of peace , and yet bebald in- 
ward diwifions and heartburnings on al fiaes, Ephraim a- 
gain M anaſſch, and Manaſſeh ogain/t Ephraim, aud 
thagainſt luda. Doe we not boaſt of aboundance , and 
yet behold ſcarfitie,ourwealth molterethaway , and wee 
hn:w not bow we enioy ont peace on all ſides, and yet 
are impourriſbed hereby, whereas our I are inri- 
bed with continuall warres we ſow much, and reape litle, 
and wbatwebring in is put into a broken bagge: Doth not 
the inſt Lord ſecretiie blow upon vt, becauſe wee preferre 
wor Ternſalem before al our mirth, The Lord gine vs un- 
deritanding in theſe things. Hane we not 4a bleſſed peace. 
able ronernment, and yet ſtil remaine diſcontent ? Haue 
we not 4banndance 7 the Goſpell, and yet grow worſe and 
worſe. And is not this an argument of inward rettennes : 
Thong h our pretences are glorious, and meanes to be deſi- 
red, yet haze we for the moſt part, yeelded any better fruit 
then moathie rottenneſſe , fained ſhewes without inward 
ſoundnes f Bleſſed bee God in Ieſus Chriſt , that yet the 
mednes are continned vnio vs , is nat there yer hope of our 
repentance ? i not thus the way ſpeedily to eſfett it: entn 
J to lay the axe to the roote of the tree. Behold how the Spi- 
rit here deales with this Church of Ephe ſus. and rake this 
for thy glaſſe to bebeld thy preſent ſtate in: diſcerne wiſely 
what thou haſtreceined ,c> if thow haſt left thy firſt bold, 
tearne to take holde ag dia hy vnfained repentance. It is no 
ſhame to be chalengd of failings for the beſt ar not without 
& it ſhalbe thy wiſdom to refirm the leaſt ſring otherwiſe 
y God may come againſt thee, For thy better enabling 
herein. Peruſe 
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Gon ; and brite paeſenuatiue, 29 reps ther aw rhe 
power : , that — marſh not lc thy fir 
lone, If by: ride or ſecurity 1b0w beſt bowe left 10 th 
ſelfe,erd L aft left thy farmer meaſure t view thy ſelfe 
dg m — elaſſe, and vfe it A, fer 
thy reconerae un perſewerance, If by ſecond thanghts, 
thou haſt now gained more light: {lorifie-God for any on- 
creaſe and comfort thy ſelfe that shes maiſt alſo encreaſe 
yet remember tha t we are ſtill to graw : aud therefore, ex- 


d ut what may be ſaid, ſecing y health and ſtudy 
— — 8 , and my manifold afflittions . 4 
Hue occaſioned a decreaſe,onat leaſt haue cut off all — 
to impart y ſtore vnto thee : and therefore bieſſe God the 
rather, for this len in js 5mm ws" av 
cauſe it ſmels of the — leaſt if thou ion, 
thou ſbalt find no comfort berein. dud let mea inc aduiſe 
thee not to ftare pon the colour which happi 7 bleare 
thine eyes , but to looke into the woofe , to le thine 
heart. Neither miſcouſtruing what ek bewel — 
left thow bee perwerted by 4 bling b deſpi- 
ſing the pearle becauſe it ters. yer} leaſt wow lo looſe the 
nut, becauſe thou canſtnot crack the ſbel. Though many 
are called yet bat fow are choſen: and t e if 1 digeff 
thus pill: let them not condemne the phyſicke but their own 
il- diſpoſed hearts.Thoſe that can get meat ont of the eater 
and ſweetneſſeont 7 theftrenglet them praiſe the gloriews 
Lord,whebringeth light ont of darkeneſſe , and not ceaſe 
praying vuto our gracious Father t has he would twrne aur 
darkneſſe into light, and enable v1 to worke while yet wee 
bone the light: cba: ſo we may approue aur ſelues the chil- 
dren of the light ana be prepared to that light which 
ſhall neuer be changed into darknes, Euen ſo beit. 
Come Lord Ieſus. Come quickely. 


In whom I reſt cine vnfainedly, 
TuonasCoorza. 
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1. The fa eef «power foll init, #4 gra- 
. ſisus meanes of reformation. 
I. Caſe. How to diſcerne our eflate in the ac- 
ceptance of Goa, by the w/e of the ward. 
2. Thebeſt laue their infirmities q and are ſubiecł 
to gricuous ſinnes. 
1. Why infrmities abide in the Saints, 
2. Caſo. How nie our eſtate in ſanttification by 
ies, 
3. Sinne to be firiven 4 2 — We cannot 
poſribly ſubdue it wholly in this 
3« Sinneis tobe reprooxed, 
Caſe i. How to reprooue ſinne. 
2. Triall of our eitates by enduring reproefe. 
9 — Saints is ſufficient to make 
te Lord to come againſt them 
Cafe i. why God chaiteneth ſanne in this life. 
2. How God puniſbeth ſimme in bis children, 
which he hath puniſhed in his Sanne. 
3. How to make peace with God in our corre- 
ions and try aur eftate im grace thereby. 
5. Queſt. How the Church may be [aid te leave her 
E lune, ſeeing [be u commended [before that for fain- 
ted not, 
6. Sinne of oniſtion to be ſeuerely reprooued. 
2 The Elec muſt goe forward, and perſcuere is 


* 1. Why per ſeucr ance and growth in grace 
| Wneveſſary. 
* 2. Aer 


. By exviding Apoſtaſie, 8 

2. What are the meance of Apeſtaſie, namely, os 

1. Cortapt tua gement. It —2— — and 
ten 


martes en "EE. 
2. Cor attiſe. It man- 5 on the x hand, 
ner —— — that & and on the right. 
Motings to proavke vs to conſlaney in well. dung. 
Meaves to enable vs to grow and enereaſc. 
Meanes to preurnt Apoſtaſie in the ſenſe of our fai- 
lings. 
Martes of triall, that we hane thriuem in grace. 
Dock. 8. Euerm true connert hath a firſt love. 
Caſt. Ihe markes of firſt lone. 
The reaſons why God vonth/afeth his firſt | 
laue wnto theſe that are connerted vpon their 
fs /t calling. 
Do#?. 8.T he Saints may leaue their firff lowe. 
Caſe, Meanes whereby firſt lone ir loft twofold. 
I. IWithdrawing that whith may cheriſh : what 
this is: 
2. Adding that which maycoole.What theſe are. 
Xamely 1. Spiritual Pride, bow this cooleth and de- 
cayeth laue, and hom toremedy it : what is 
falſh reputed ſpiritadl pride, & the remedy. 
2. Catwall policie , by what meancs this abateth 
fr ſt laue: | 
1. How afriend to Religion, © N 
2. How our enemit. | 
. Proſperitie, how fir laue is hereby decayed, 
i andit remeitie: © Fl | 120 
4. Abuſe of Chriſtian libertls, lum thi, os 
x 5 


5. ry 
 cooleth ji ff 
a6 with the — Pry 3 


ce 7. _ — 22 2 lilertic. 


* 2 . Low — in auoiding of trobles. 
1 Faith 
to whom. 


FJ. Howlo difcerne inward /ufficiencis, le wake 0+ 
pen profeſsion of faith in the time of trouble. 


6, How lo diſcerne an ant murd calling to witneſs = 
ts the truth in perilene times. 
7. Wherein we may be felewt, end bow. 
8. Names & habits, whether in afflittion they my 
be changed in times of per ſeeution aud hew far. That 
9. Appereli ney be changed, and lum farre. 
Other imputations of lean firſt laue, as 
4. Diſcretion in repreeuing ſine. 
þ Outward aud in ar 1. 
prauſſiam for the famulic. 
2 enen the vſc of things indifferent. 
8.Whether want of former feelings of toy quay be an 
/mputalion, 
Caſe. That we lu leſt au for i lou. 
Gods prouidence and reſolutron iudgememt hertin. 
luſt occaſions of this want of feelivg of cumfort 


on our 
Caſe, How to  behanrour felverinthis want of toy. 
. —— nn want 


b 2 3.7 


w and when tobe giuen account of , and 
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lone, and iy wha! manu, e- 
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4. That theſe inward buſſetings prevent oury are 
baites of plraſare. 


5. That Gad is able to deliner us, praued by many v 
redſons. 

6. 7 bat he will deliver vs. 

7. That the time is not paſt, 

8.7 hat the ſtronger tentations , the ſhorter and 
and more comfortable i (ſue, | 


. 


9:T his is a means 19 try c renne ſound repentance. 
IL 0.God knoweth what is fitteſt for vs. 
1 — I Fatams tentations preuented by aconfing of our 
1. 
12. That we are not the greateſt ſinners yet. 
I 3. 1t is not vnpofitable to conctiue our ſelues to bet I 
the greateſt ſinners. Tothitend, 
14. Call ts mind former mere ies. 


45 & 15. That God diſfertour — — 


16. * c eur ſelues by our temta- 
tions or condition ther 
17.That alt « wr hari doenhefths exp eetothee 
Dott.9.T hat the Saints may leaue their firſt loc. f 
3 And qed of the ſame. | 
 CMeanezof 
How farre they recouer, 
Doct᷑. i o. i wa 
Caſe. How farre they may fall. 
9 
. Meyers, , 
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A PRESERVATIVE 
againſt Apoſtacie. 
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Ravzt AT. 24 
Nezerthelefſe I hane ſomewhat againſt thee: be- 
| canſe thow haſt left thy fo ft Lowe. 


FN ſterie of his Apalties planred divers 

Churches in AH: directeth his (eruanc 

., the Euangeliſt, to write ynto each 
of chem, ſor — hoing 

in the faith, And, becauſe the Church of ES, was 

both fumous forthe euloward'glorie; nd nv. ——— 
ces thereof, as allo in aſorrt ar charge bf che 

Apoſtle [obn, thereforedoth hee fliſt ſend greeting to Vaſe 1. 
that Church; giuing very luſt and true teftimonie vnto 

ber of the giear gates of God beſtowed 'ypody her, 
and her profugblevic oft, 1d nd 
verſes, Andthacibe might not be odtrtome of (piri. 
tuall pride. to which in regard of ſuch excellent graces 


= ſhe might be ſubirch; yea, was To'tzinted theres A 


vigh, 
-2+ that ic wroughtlia her ſame ſoeurite au therevpan, 
ramiſſeneſſol hetrthorefore glaube Wer tit E of thi = 
her dera and>evoting iche dur Verſe V telling, ? 

ö heribet AM bad j f ber, becauſe ſbet bau 

left e the IC 
neſſe al hier! fall, by the escellencie of rhe thing 
wherein (he failed; an heb firſt e ee If. 


* 
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rSauiour Chriſt: ame! y,that tle — 
bites * dim, that was her aduocate, now to come 


co againſt her, and to haue a controuerhe with her, as an 


mos enemie; and thereby concciue in what 
Ian. b gi. a fearefull caſe ſhe ſtood, hauing him nov to be againſt 


her; who if he were on her ice, ſhee need not feare 
who were againſt her; who being againſt her, all 
other things, though with her, mult neceſſatilie ſerue 
to her further condemnation, 
zumme and Sothattheſe words, doe conraine a deſcription of 
ſcn'e. ſome declination in this Church of Epheſus, with 
lome arguments, to lay this her eſtate more cloſely to 
her heart, that ſo ſhee night be preuented of further 
Apoſtacie, and lo by repentance recouer her ſelte 
d gane. 
Scope an! And the wk zodpacpoſe ofthe Holy Host herein, 
intent of the is by this ſeaſonab e reproofe to prevent further po- 
— 10⁰ facie, and ſo by raifing vp this Church againe out of 
cl Cin, 
this decay, thereby to . her forward gratioufly to 
perfectſen. 
Whete in firſt we ay bchold the 4 vulſdome 
and mercie of God this poore decaied Church, 
that intending heaſtilyabe recuuerie thereof, and 10 
to nds g it lorward in gtacr, he doch graciouſly ſupply 
It, hug dnl. raves: of it rating vp gane. 
85 abſtat in bodie, yet by his ſpirit 
bins 0 e plies it oonſcionably, und calls vpon it by 
his mightic word to awake out of ie leepe, and ſland 
vp from the dead that Chriſt may reuiue it againe. 
x. Obſerua , Whence e mayableruc, That ubete the Lord con- 
tiow, tinues a pon ell. Miniſterie tau Church; there 
The ſupply howſocuer. there may. her lomeodecaies nad 
of foful cortuptions, yet there is hupe in Tire toocerming 
— his. Either the Church viſible ſhall recouer it former 
— glery and beauty ,'or at leaſt the Dae ae 
tered and ſurthered to petiection. 
Tha peerc bene make Cc aCotk, 


's o 
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foule corruptions in life , 
doctrine: ye ſo long as the bleſſed Apoltle by his 
faichfull and zeaious labours watched otter the ſame, 
and reproued it for it faylings, as 1.Cor.z. 1. Cor. 5. 
dc. it gratiouſly reformed many grieuous euils, and 
ſo was kept on foote in the power of godlineſſe. 

This alſo is apparant in the Church of the Tewes: 
which though it fell away to many horrible corrupti- 
ons, and groſſe idolatrie ; yet by the Miniſterie of the 
Prophets it was eftſ@ones reclaymed, and attayned at 
ſeuetall times, many glorious reformiations, as in the 
times of Aſa, Ezechiab, and Tofiab, 2, Chron, 15. 
2. Chron. 30.3 1. 2.Chron.z4.&c, yea it was not pal 
hope of tecouerie, it was not vtterly giuen vp to that 
abomination of deſolation, vntill it had vttetly reie- 
Red the word of the Prophets, and grew to perſecu- 
ting ſuch, as ſought to reclaime them, as appeareth 
2. Reg. 18.14. 15. 2.Chron. 36. 14. 15.16, And the 
reaſons hereof ate, 

1. Becauſe the power of the word is Gods onely 
ordinance, as to plant a Church, ſo alſo to water, and 
increaſe the ſame to perfection, 2. pet. 1.1, 2. Epheſ. 

«5.6, 
1 - The Church of God, hath as much or rather 
more need of the word after it is planted, for the furs 
ther growth thereof, then it had for thefirſt founding 
ahdeftabliſhing of the ſame. And that, 

Firſt, Becauſe, having now taſted how ſweet the 
Lord Ieſus is, in his holy ordinances, it will now more 
hunger and thir( after further comfort, till it be made 
meet for that glorious inheritance, 

. Secondly, No Church at the firſt planting, can be 

ſo perfectly ſer in order, but that ſtill it may and ought - 

to grow and increaſe-:-theugh happily the Forme 

thereof may be perfect, yer their ſubmitting to that 

Fotme, muſt neee. e 
A 


A; 


but allo to many errors in + 


3. Eſpecial 
— in, by all meanes to hinder our ſubieRion to the 
or 


eee 


, 


if wee conſider, that now Satan wil 


inances of God; either labouring to difirat or diſ- 


1 cer 4.540. ioint, by in ward diuiſiõsʒot by out ward perſ: cutlõs ſee 


king vuerly to ouerthrow. And haue we not then ſtil) 
need of the Word within, to cõpoſe all diff. rences? had 
we not need of the word to quenc hall the fierie darts 
of Satan, to preuent his ſtratagems, or elſe to con · 
found them ? 

4. And ſeeing we muſt daily grow and inereaſe to 
perfection, can wee thriue without daily food ? muſt 
we not neceſſarilie fall away, and pine vtteriy, vnleſſe 
e be ſuſtained conſtantly by this comfortable re- 


palt ? | 


And therefore, Firſt they ate here teproued that 
conceiue that be Word indeed is neceſſatie for the 
plant ing, & gathering of a Church, but when it can go 
alone, they concludeit is needleſſe, or at leaſt indiffe- 
rent, we may doe well eacough without it: wee may 
haue it for ſtate, and ornameat, to maintaine the out- 
ward name, but for ys, wee haue knowledge enough, 
wee are ſure of out eſtates , we feare no dangers, and 
therefore let vs prevent none, 

Secondiy, This ſerues for reproofe of the ordinarie 
Mimiſlerie, that eflecme places of Charge, rather te- 
wards of formen paines and ſtudie, then any neceſſa- 
ric bonds t tie va to further paines, Eicher being 
paineſull only ia the Vnmerſities & Seminatles ro ga. 
thet their ſeed, but neglecting to ſcatter it, & ſo grow 
idle when they gre called iato che Vineyard; or if for 
credit and profit they.will take paines at their firſt ea- 
trance into a Charge, that they may gainean opinion 
of learniag, and ſo ſettle them for their further uduan= 
tage, yet are after willing to ſrame to the preſent tate 
of their people, nouzeling them in ignorance , that 
ſo def may role them better, and encouraging _ 
PR 2 vs a 
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erence of Chriſtlan libertie, and good neighbour. 
þ,004 that ſo they may bee more eaſily and fully fed 
by them. 

Tnirdly, Alſo here is met withall}, that damnable 
and Athciiticall Poſi jon, That we may bane too much 
knowledge, tos much Teachmg , That it puffes vp the 
people, and makes them new ſangled. S:eing the 
truch is, that thoughethe people were bettet be with- 
out, then with that which is mixed with poyſon and 
trod ynder our feet, for indeed there is too much of 
that; This generally excuſeth for, or excluueth that 
which ſhould bee wholeſome : ſo wee haue rather 
juſt cauſe to complaine of the want of the other, we 
1 ought rather to wiſh that ell Gods people could 
| prophetic ; we ſhould pray that the Lord would ſtill 
ö thruſt out Labourers into his Vineyard, and thruſt 
| out thoſe loyterers aud deceiuers of theit ſoules : we 
haue juſt cauſe to feare , that the Lord hath a con- 
trouetſie with the Land, becauſe th: people periſh 
for want of knowledge, we cannot haue tagmuch 
of the grace of God, and therefore ought ſtill to 
2 the Word dwel plentifully wich vs to conuay the 
ame, 

Secondly, Here is mtrer of inſtruction, to tr 
our eſtates by: That if we are not wearie of the Word, 
if wee defire to have it dwell with vs „not onely in 
the Chorch, but in our Families too, to be a con- 
ſtant Guide of our wales, and ſudge of our corrup- 
tions, to bring vs to daily repentance, this is a ſound * 
euidence, that we were conuerted by iti this is a gra- 
tious pledge, that wee ate growing to perſectioo. 
| | Are wee not hereby taught to cleaue vnto the Word, 
that ſo by it we may be led along to the full menue 

of the age of Chrill. 

Thirdly, we may hence alſo haue ſome conlecture of 
che — ol God to his Churches, that if he con- 
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they may 
and fallen away fearefully fromtheir former ſtandinga 
yet there is hope that they (hall recouer againe, if they 
1 lubmir in any meaſure to the power thereof. But if 
Al. 13.46. once they ſhal begin to put the word from them, & ſg 
the iuſt Lord remoues their Candleftick: though hap. 
pily they have indured the word with much affliction, 
and eſteemed indeed the ſame as their greateſt croſſe 
and trouble, as ſtill ſpeaking no good, but euill vnto 
them: yet now they ſhall finde, hat they falſely fa- 
thered on the preſcnce of the word, ſhall iuſtly ouer- 
take them by the abſence thereof; they ſhall be firſt 
expoſed ro the deluſions of falſe Prophets, that being 
hardned in their ſinne, they may make vp the meaſure 
thereof: and whenthe meaſure is made vp, the fickle 
ſhell be put in, the wrath of God ſhall lay them deſo- 
late, and roote them out from the face of the earth. 
- And ſhall we not then mourne when the Bridegroum 
. is departed, and the Candleſticke remooving ? may 
we not herein ſee the plague and hide our ſelues, that 
ſo wee be not ſwallowed vp with the common deſo- 
lation ? 

Uſes. Laſtly, hence is matter of exceeding comfort vnto 
Of conſert. the Saints, not only concerning the certaintie of their 
nr 3 eſtate, ſeeing the Lord will neuer leaue them deſtitute 
eftate tro Of his word, or elſe in ſleed thereof will give them 
come, the 1 to abide with them ſot euer, and to 

keepe them to the end. | 
2. Fer ſecuri- But it inſuch times of renouncing the power of the 
tie of our word, they ſhall yet make it the delight and ioy of 
— their hearts, cleauing faſter vnto it, the more the 
this life, world ſeekes libertie, and louing the feere of them 
that bring theſe glad rydings, howſoeuer in the world 
they are eſteemed monſtrous perſons, peſtilent fel - 
lowes, not worthy to liue &c, howſoeuer ebf 
they may endure reproch, aud yndergoe many wo 
; a _ afflitions, 


ay 
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be eeinced with many groſſe hy ET Oh | 


affliftions, yet ſhall the word which they obey, mi- 
nifter ſound comfort vnto them, and alſo prevent 
more grievous iudgements: thats when the Lord ſhall 
bring che conſuniption decreed vpen the mockers 
and deſpiſets, then ſhall hee ſct a marke vpon theſe 
mourners, to [ane them out of the cemmon wracke, 
and ſo reſerue them to more glorious and peaccable 
times, Pſal,119. Elay 28.19, Ezech. 9.6.7. 

Thus doth the Lord mercitully flicketo his Church 
in the ne«dfull time. And is there not great teaſon fo 
to doc ? Yea certaincly. 

Behold this glorious Church of Epheſus , now de- 
tayed in her zealg, and if ſhee be once downegſhee is 
like to rupre amaine : Though ſhee was planted in 
perfection, yet ſhe walked not according to chat rule, 
but grew remille in het zeale and loue to the Brethren, 
and ſo leſt her ſrſt loue ynto her G ed, and fo is here 
chalenged thereof by her veſt beloued leſus Chriſt, 

Whence ue may learne ſecondly this leſſon. That 2. DoPrine. 
as the beſt Church, ſo the beſt Chriſtian hath, and may I be beſt haue 
haue ſome infirmitics and corruprions; as appearet _ — 
by theſe places: f. Ioh. 1.9. Iames 3. 2. Chron. 8. 36. —— = 
and by the examples of the beſt: Dauid, 2.Sam.1 2. gricuous fins, 
commirs murder and adulterie; Peter denies his ma- 

Ker, Matth. 27. CAfoſer did not giue glory to God ia 

beleeuing bis word; Naab was dtunken, Salomon ido- Atanoſſesb 
latrous, &c. Numb. 20. Gen. 28. Gen. 9. Thus haue an honible 
the Saints of God been ſubieR to irfirmities, and that Poſtata, and 
not be fore cheir conuetſion only, but euen after alſo; — * 
as the Apoſile Pas! in the name of all the teſt, ac= * 

know dg ch Thr hiniſelſe in the ſeventh to the Ro- 

205 rg. N. ©; \ af = 

Aad fütely, ſceing tlie Lord Teſus hath fatisfied the Evbeſ. 24 
wrath of hls Father for vs, in fulfilling the Law, and 2 
e thereof : and ſo continues 1 tg 
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Reaſons. 


Why infirmi- 
tles temaine 
in the Saints, in 


Epheſ.s, 
1. Jeb. 1.8. 


Rom. 4. 


8 
N — 
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for them: ſo-rhatchere li no neceſſitie that we ſhould 
be freed quite from ſinne, and ſo perfit, ac to fulfill the 
law of God, ſeeing the Lord Jeſus hath. performed 
this already, and therefore for; vs to vadertake the 
ſame, were rointrude into Chriſts office and ſo to tob 
him of his glotie : Therefore that ſome infirmities 
and corruptions do retnaine in vs, ſecing now the guilt 
and puniſhment, yea the dominion aud rage of ſinne is 
taken a'vay by Chriſt, It is yery conuenien; and pro- 
table. and that brit 
1. Thet Gods free mercie, may be daily aduanced 

in the pardoning of finne, Pſalm. 5 1. 12,13. 

2. That the merit of Chriſt Ieſus, may be glorified, 
ſatisfying for ſinne, Iohn 9g. * 

3. That our ſalvation may be better aſſured vnto 
vs, in the daily experience of Gods loue, in the for- 
giueneſſe and — of our particular corruptions, 
2. Pet. 1. 8. 

4 That thegraces of the ſpirit may be exerciſed in 
the daily reſiſting and conquering of ſinne, Ephel.6, 
11,12,13. 1.Pct.4. 

5. That the power of God may be perfited in weak · 
neſſe, 2. Cor. 1 2.8, 9. 2. Cor. 4.7, 8. 

6. And the Lord onely might haue the glory of his 
works in vs, Rom. 4. 2. Cox. 12, 

7. That we may be daily humbled in the ſenſe of 
our inf mities, and ſ@preventirg pride and ſccuritie, 
we may forget that which is behinde,and haſten to 
that which is before, Phil. 3. 13. IR 

8. And ſo che conſcience, of our daily infirmitiey, 
proues a gratious N poltatie, A. 

I. _ occaſions daily to [ulpy pur{Flues, and 
fearc our eſlates, and ſo t * ur FePentance, - 

2. To he more watchlu GN x es, by how 
mich we arc ſybje to fall. n 
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have bur #ecounts alwayes teadie againſt the com» 
ming of Chriſt, 

9. Andre we not hereby made more compaſſio- 
nate towards our brethren, as being ſubiect to like 
temptations with them. Galath. 6. 1. Geneſ. 38. 

10. Doe not the wicked hereby take offence, who 
ſeeing the infirmities of the Saints; and from thence, 
their chaſticements, take hence occaſion, tocondemne 
the generation of the juſt, and to ripen their ſinne by 
adding affiiftion to afflictian, Tach. 1. Pſal. 73. &c. 

11. Are not the Saints prouoked dayly to renounce 
their owne righteouſnefle, and flie ynto Chriſt, liuing 
the life of faith, and contenting themſelues with ſuffi- 
ciency of Gods grace: 2.Cor,12, Abac. 2. 

12. And ſeeing, that as long as they live, they ſhall 
be ſubiect to infirmities : therefore alſo hereby are 
they weaned from the loue of this life, and the plea» 
— thereof, which are no better then fuell to theit 

nes 4 

13. And alſo, prouoked to hunger and ſigh after 
their diſſolution, that ſo they may be deliuered from 
this bodie of ſinne: Rom.. 24. | 

And this ſerueth, firſt for reproofe, and that firſt of Ter. x. 
the Popjh, that boaſterh of merit and perfeR obedi. Pie 
ence, not acknowledging that to be finne which is, iſt. 
and counting that good which is euill, robbing there- 
by Chrit of his glorie, and himſelſe of the aſſurance 
of his ſaluation. 

2. Of the prophane Proteft amt, that flatters himſelfe , prophane 
in his finne, with this, That all haue their fault, and Preteſtant. 
the beſt hath ſome infirmities, and therefore he will 
live in bis fine he hopes to be ſaucd as wel as others: 
what need we make ſo much adoe? g 

3. The ignorant Proteftant- is heere condemned ; 3. The igno- 
— in generall he confeſle that he is a ſinner, — 
yet denieth that he bath in particular broken any of 
the commandements; he is nowhore, no theeto; de- 

C cexyag 
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thereby denying that he hath any ſinne at all. 
＋ The c-  Thecarnal Proteftant is heere alſo convinced 
nall Prote- ; 4 
ſtane, and that in many reſpects : 
1+ Ia that he hates to be reproued; whereby hee 
would be coaceiued righteous, and without fault. 
2+ That he will not ſtrive againſt his corruptions, 
becauſe he cannot wholly be rid ofthem: pleading ir 
to be impoſſible, and io is vaine to be attempied, 
Whereas it is: 
— tobe 1. The commandemem of God to ſiriue againſt 
Ten #- . finne, though it (lill remaine, Col. 3. 3. 
gainſt chough ” yy 
we cannot 2. By ſtriuing we conquer ſome grofle finnes, as 
fal y nd focaring, whoring, &c. ſo that wee neuer fall into 
whally jub- them againe. 
S 3. Wee by this ſpirituall hight doe weaken and di. 
. miniſh the furce ot ali ſinne, and fo dayly get grouud 
thereof. 
4+ Wee by taming of ſinne, make it ſeruiceable 
vnto vs; by outward corruptions, purgingout ſecret 
abominations ; ſa that all doth turne to our exceeding 
ood. | 
r 5. And ſo continuing in this ſpirituall warſare to 
the end, we fighe the good fight of ſalcù, and ſiuiſh our 
cout ſe with joy : 1. Tun. d. 2, Tim. 4. | 
And hence proceedeth the iuſt condemnation of 
the times wherein we liue, wherein, though iniquitie 
abound and is ripe to the harueſt, yet the crie is, all is 
well, let no man reproue, of it is hut our infirmitie, 
and ſo we muſt be borne with. So the hypoctite either 
ſees no iniquitie at all. or if che groſſeſſ ſinne breake 
forth, yet it muſt be but an iafirmitie, that ſo be may be 
hardned therein, that he cannot tepent. | 
5. The wean 5. The weake Proteitant is here reproved, that e- 
Proccſtane, ſteemes bis caſe ſingular, when be is overtaken with 
any groſſe ſinne. n 600 en 
» Vic, oſu· Secondly, this ſerues for inftruſtion, and that many 
jr me, 5 1. To 


4th ceiuing himſelfe by the letter of the law, and in truth 


* 


1. To teach vs to reft wholly on Chriſt in the mat · t. To rel 
tet of our ſaluation, and to eſteeme all as dung in re- o 
gard of him to deſite to be found in bim, not haning Chu. 
our owne righteouſneſſe, but the righreouſneſſe u hich 

is of faith: Philip. 3. verſ. 8.9. 

2. Wee may hence learne to be abaſed and truly 2. To be hum- 
humbled; not with out ward affliftions, which may bled with 
breed worldly ſorrow, but with our inward cortupti- — 
ons, which may cauſe godly ſorrow to repentance: 

2. Cor. 2. Iames 4. 8, 9. 

3. And ſeeing the beſt hath his infitmities, here is 2 To be com- 
notable meanes, to teach the proudeſt to haue com paſſionate 10 
paſſion, to put on meekeneſle of ſpirit, and tenderneſſe other. 
of heart; in relicuing and — vp his afflicted b. o- 
ther, that fo the communion of Saints may be main- 
tained by the vnitie ofthe ſpirit in the bond of peace: 


Galath.6. 

4. Here is matter of triall in this (fate of infirmities, 4 Lo trie our 
which'ſcemes common to all; whether yet wee ate — 
ſuch as are renued in Chriſt, to whom out ſinne ſhall mes, if 
not be imputed: namely, If 

1. Wee hate all finne indifferently with a perfe ct 
Hatred. 

2. Strive vnfalnedly againſt all ſinnes, euen the leaft 
infirmitjcs, not allowing our ſelues in the leaft cor 
tuption. 

3. Indge our ſe lues dayly for finnes particular ſo 
for as we know or are iuſtly chalenged therewith. * 

4. Condemne we ſecret corruprions and motions 
to euili. 

. Whollyrelic od Chriſt for pardon for ſinnes. 

6, Hungerafrer death n regardoffirme : Rom. y. 

Endure reproofe patiently, and amend. 

4 If we feele the power of fin daily weakned in vs, 

9. Eſperiatly of ſuch finnes which haue moſt pre · 
uailed hererofore, | 
10. And mourne yoſainedly for:the fries of otherx. 

bet C 3 11, Labourivg 
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10. Labouring to pluck others out of the fire, and 
warning them by our example. 
ſe. Thirdly , this ſerues for comfort, and that many 
Ofcomfort, Wayes, As, 
ITheat ae haue . In that God hath lcft infirmities in vs: therefore 
richt in aue ue hence aſſurance of our tight in Chriſt, who 
Carilt, came to ſaqec ſinnets, and (hall haue experience of the 
power of Chriſt, in the dayly ſubduing, and maſtering 
of our corruptions. And therefore · 
Toprevent 2, Let vs not deſpaite in our greateſt tentations, 
dclpair® ſeeing the greater miſerie, the greater mercie. As it i 
God our Father that hath left ſinne in vs, yea in the 
deareſt, to aduance his free and conſtant loue : ſo hath 
Bpb.5. 19.20, he given his Sonne to reueale this loue vnto vs by the 
11. operation of the Spirit, ſhedding it abroad in our 
Rem.5.3,4 hearts, through the dayly aſſurance of the pardon of 
S4 6,7. our finnes, and continuall enabling to conquer the 
ſame: Rom 5. 2,3. 
Norton 3. To chis end let vs not thinke our caſe ſingular 
e cur caſe 3 ; * 
— ſceing the beſt haue not been exempred from infirmi- 
ties, whereby Satan would driue vs to deſpaire; but 
rather the greater out infirmities ate, the greater expe. 
rience may v e looke for of the mercies of our God, 
who u ill lay no more vpon vs then we (hall be able to 
endute, — — o. 13: but will giue an iſſue with the 
temptation, that ſo wee may be able to beare it. 
Thatinficeri. 4+ Laltly, though we have infirmities ; yer let this 
ties hall not comfort vs, that our God wil not let them feſter in vs, 
feſt.rinys, but by the power of our conſcience, or miniſteric of 
lob 3z45 the word,orby ſome outward chaſtiſment,&c,we ſhal 
4.367, know our iniquitie; that ſo we may performe ſcaſo- 
* nable repentance : add this is the next obſeruation 
that followeth in the text, out of the practiſe of our 
Sauiour with his Church; who doth not flatter her in 


1.lob 1.8. 


— - — — 


nue) 


true) but deales faichfully via hes. As be commends = 
her for her good parts + ſo hee reproues her for that 9 


euill uf her decay. 


And this tencbeth vs, that . Doftrine; 
wee muſt reproue our brother plainely for bis finns inne to be 
So doe wee teftific, and approue ; reproued. 


1. The faithſulneſſe of our calling and dutie vnto 1s. 17, 
God, in de liieting the whole counſeſi of God, as well Reaſons, 
reproofe for ſinne, as ptayſe for well doing. 2.Tim, $4 
16. 2. Tim. 4. 2. 5 

2. Our loue to our brother, hoth in pteuenting 
Gods iudgements by our teprooſes, or elſe ſanctiſy- 
ing them vnto a (inner, 3. At leaſt we iuſtiſie God, 
4. and make the ſinnet without excuſe : Euceb. 33. 
5. and ſaue our owne. ſoules. 6, As alſo hereby wee 
prouoke him torepentance,and ſo by renewed tepen - 
tance to perſection: Leue. 19. 17. + 

'And (hall wee not hereby pur the Chriſtian tothe 
tryallof his ſaundnes. If he will endusereproofe;there 
is hope gf him, he is beſt able to beare it, hewiltmake 
bell rf of ic? Tic. 1. 1g. ot is nog tl theimeunts ro 
make him ſound. Is not this a meancs to:cſt off the 
hypocrite, and ſo to rid che Chusch of het moſt dan- 


gerous enemy, 


And this 1. condemaerk the flarteres;: char either Tf. 
will fee noguill in his brother. but is ſtill beating vpon 1. Of reproofh 
the good that is in him, pufſiag him v wich co cel to the flare- 


mole-bils mountaines ; omitting tke ſinnes of rear Ehn darkenes 
ones, or the great ſinnes of 22 — om 
and affeQion, bucenforcioguaheremeBcoptligh n, 
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Zy 58. 1. 
lobn 16, 3. 


_ 


inſl / uction. 


more 


pe in the godly, or their enemiey; purting 


2 therato, yen, taking qccalion thereby to diſgrace theit 


profeſſion, &c. a 

| Whereas our Saulout Chriſt, heere ſpares not the 
greateſt and moſt famous Church, and whatſocuer is 
amiſſe in her, lets her know plainely ofit, 

The people alſo are here condemned, that hate thoſe 
thac reproouo them, and rather keape vnto themſelues 
ſych teschets as will fl «trer them in cheir finne, then 
intertaine thoſe that deale faithfully in reproowng : 
Amos 5.11, Micah, 2. 

Sccondly, bere is inſtruction, 1. toprayſe Gol for 
faichfull teaching. when God cuts downe by his Pro- 
nhotu, and convincerh the world of finne, 2 And alſo 
to mouds wherc the Church is peſteted with flatterers; 
thas<ry all ia velli Peace, peace; all the congregation 
is holy: Icremy 6. Numb.16, leremy 28. Exech. 34. 
13, 14. 

- 13+ Heere is matter of tryall both for Miniſter and 
Boople, li the one will rebuke ſharply, and the othet 
brocken.Ifthe Min iter wil not ccvſe to reproove, till 
haue sicher conuerred, or convinced, If the hearer 
will defire tobe ſmitven till he doe amend, yea when 
he doth his beft, ſt ll defires to be humbled & ſearched, 

that ſtill he may increaſe; | 

. Wee learne heere' by out Saviours example how 
te pro ſer ſinne namely, , 

2 Bxemplary;notbei takers with him in his 
ſinnet, but by — — — and good ex- 
ample iuſtifying our reproofe, taking away all excep · 

dan, and this hachplace alwaycs when other meantes 


.,  ebrepronfewillnorbe admitted, | 


1 Jruhn nos obaleng 


ing of what is nor, not con- 
demniag all for forme, 


ing caryed with heare- 


a 8 | ayes ac ſurmiſtt, but as we know and what we know: 
P << | 
„a: 708 077 . 1. Sm. 0.3 4 


| Iceproued. 294”). 4. Pan- 


pe Nen 
not in the clouds,not . 
vic ſumetimes Parables,and propoſe it in another 
to prouoke ys to apply vſe to des, — 
2, 

- Lovingly, not with eb nerd, not 
with imperious aud inſolent e ings bor with 
grace, ang compaſhon., conſidering tes, and 
preventing obſtiaacie and imputarion of malice viing 
to this end infinuations of our leur to preuaile the 
better, Rom. 9. and hazarding our vttermoſt to ſaue 
a ſoule, not behinde his backe, but to his face, adding 
the promiſes ofthe Goſpel if he doe repent, and ſs 
vſing all meanes to giue him hope — 

6, Powerfully: To humble him for his fidine, by 
denouncing the wrath of God againſt the ſame: / have 
ſomewhat againſt thee: that is, I laue a controuerſie 
with thee, I am angtie. I will be avenged of thee for ir, 
adding te our repraofe denunciationef — — 

7. — ly and ſeaſonably,nor letting him 
ſe, raking the fit time, dc cu as Abigail did, 185 god 
meeting with the beginn inge — end not giving 
— either wer hage Eyre, of ae inex- 
cuſable, 

8. Impartiatiy:amd ſiocerely nos fpevi drt 


teſt nos deareſt: vynto vi nor eh 


— 7. 
Elay 58.7: no not the maſt eh t CM { dbt/1,$aw.13, 


David, though a King ;nor our children, nor anz, ER. 


i. Fam. 2. 


Laſtly, berte js great at comfort e Sons 43. — of 


vedſerfinne;w — — * 

grace of Gee bring broughe terice; 

not buiudged f . Cort 4 | 
- Thirdly, in tharthe tefſfifirrh he 


Chriſt doth come — — is Church for if; 
vc tearae; Int cbough Od foam! & 
nahe yoke 


Ae 


— — 
. 


I —— — — for 
tbe ſame »Plal.89. S. Kc, Exech. 18. And that 
becauſethe ig! 1 ng e 

1. Righteous, and haceth iniquitic, Pſal. g. 4. and 
therefore will not endure it in his oe. 

: . . 2+ He js mercifull, and cherefore will not ſuffer 
finne to dwell is his children: but by his correftions 
will clenſe them : Eſay 1.25. Eſay 27. lete. 19. Plal 5g. 

. The ſinaes of his child ten doe more grieue him, 
and indeed ate more gricuous in themſelues: Firſt, 
becauſe . 

They haue more grace to reſiſt. Secondly, doe giue 
more offence to the weake, Thirdly, open the mouth 
ofthe wicked more to blaſpheme God and his truth: 
2. Sam. 13. | WE 

4. That the wicked may haue their vengeance bere- 
by ſcaled vp, ig that the Lord ſpateth not his oe 
c ildreo ; Prou. 1.12. * . 2 
11 That his childten might not be condemned fi- 

ih. (714 101,770 7 b 

7 That he might weane: them fromthe world; and 

rouoke themto dta neere vnto him in prayer, and 

© haue in out ſelues further experience of his loue in 

the iſſues thereof, * 

8. Their ſinne is not their, but proceeds from Sa- 
tan ai the old ma which he checefore remoueth by 
his chaſliſementa, that ſo be might maniſeſt and con- 
firme his loue more and more to their perſons in fic- 
ting them to glorie, 

Hut hom ſtagdal with Gads juſtice to puniſh Gnne 
In the Eleg which he hack puniſhed in his Sonne? 


' Avſmere, He doth got ſinne in vs u he did 
in his Sonne. according to ibe ext teſſe of his inſtice, 
and of ogr ſinae, for then 


zen We ſhall neuer be able 


4 0 © a — 
* 


. 
| 


ths correRions ſanRified 2 vi⸗ 


rength to beare them, or framing them to our weak- 
neſſe,miniſtring abundant conſolations to contetuaile 
them, and giuing a gratious iſſue out of them, either ta · 
king away the rod, or geuing patience to endure it. 

And this ſcructh, 
1. To condemne the wicked that flatter them. Cet. 
ſelues in their righteouſneſſe, becauſe they proſper, ! — 
and ate not plagued like others, nor afflited as the — 
fingers, ſeeing they ate fatted vp hereby to the day of of pruipericy 
laughter, and the elect by afflictions prepared to hap- fla (ter them» 
pineſſe: Ierem. 1 2. 3. Act. 14.23, 24. Iob. 2. Pſal. 17. 1c lues in inte- 
2. To reprooue the ſinners that prouoke the Lord cob hes 
by their ſinne to become their enemie, and then being a e impancne 
— of wrong, and condemne the loue vader the rod 
and faithfulneſſe of God, as if in chaſtiſing them he ha «Jeruing the 
ted them, ſeeing of very loue and faithfulneſſe he doch le. 
cortect them: Pſal. i 19. Pſal. 73. Iob 6.9. 
3+ To reprooue the world that iudge of men by ? — 
theſe out ward things, ſeeing all things axe alike vnto —— ne 
all men : Eccl. 9. i. llates of men 

Secondly, here is inſtruction: 1. To teach vs how by entaare 
to keepe God to be our friend: namely, by kec ping 8“. 
our ſelues ſrom ſinne, or elſe by renued repentance, He z. 
dayly renouncing, and reforming the ſame, — 

2. To beate patiently the hand of God, ſeeing we God on 
haue deſerued hell; and this affliction which is bur friend, 
for a moment, will procure vnto ys an ineſtim. ble :. To be pa- 
weight of glory: 2. Cor. 5. 16. — — 

3. To ttie our eſtate vnder the rod, namely, 1. if we - — aa 
feele the Lords diſpleaſure, and ſo feare and deparr tare by the 
from euill : Prou. 14. vie ot the 

2, If wee can finde comfort in the word. crotle, 

3. And wait patiently on our God in our greateſt 
afflictions. 

4. Nat ſeeking ſo much the remoueall, as to haue 
J Ei- 


— 


How the 


faint not. 


, wagt 


» 


Either bybawging fomeſinne paſt eo g, and 
ng for it, or elſe preventing ſinne to come. 
6. Making vs more tender in conſcience, 
7. More compaſſionate co our brethren, 
8. More out of loue with the world, 
9. More to long after heauen, 
10. Moe zcalous in holy duties, more icalous of 
our ſelues, more confident on God, more rcadie for 
death, 

And thus doth the holy Ghcſt amplifie the finne of 
this Church, by ſignifyiag that the Lord is angrie wich 


her for the ſame. 


1. But let vs conſider what this ſinne is, namely, 
That ſhe hath left her firii loue, a ſinne of omiſſion, ſhe 
hath failed in that zeale, & c. 

Ozeſt, But how may (he be ſayd to haue left her 


laints though firſt loue,ſceing ſhe hath formerly the teftimonic that 
leauing their . 
fiſt joue, yet 

may be iuſti- . 
Ged chat they though not inthe ſubſtance and trueth thereof, 


ſhe enduredpaticntly, and did not faint? 
Anſw, She might faile in the meaſure of het loue, 


2. She might falle in the outward action, though 
not in the inward purpoſe. 

3. She might haue been formerly zealous, but now 
ſhe was decayed, end her preſent decay might not be- 
ing preuented breed as further relapſe, and ſo thresten 
either ſome grie uous ſcourge to pluck her out of this 
pit, or elſe might occaſion finall Apoſtaſie. 

4+ She might maintaine the doArine of the Goſpell, 
though to the enduring of manifold afflictions fer the 
ſame,asd yet neglect the holie diſcipline,and ſo grow 
remiſſc and ob inthe practice of godlines, 

5+ She might not be ſo zcalous as (he was, and yet 
haue ſo much zrale as not to giue over ina y; for a 
time ſhe might be cooled, but not quenched in her 
zeale, &. N 

And yet wee ſee the Lord is not ſatisfied herewith, 
but ſhe muſt recouer whar ſhe hath loſt, aud ff — 
. crc 


f * 5 : 7 * N , * | 4 <>; Lf 5 8 
creaſe in * ,oor te ect vs ourf lings 


et would not he haue ys lie in them. : 
6. Wherein obſerue we the care of the Lord Teſus 
vnto his Church, that though ſhee was not overtaken 
with any groſſe and apparant euils, that ſhe did not als 
together faile in doing of good, yet hee doth here te- 
prooue herfor ſome meaſure of decay, for omitting 
what ſhe ſhould haue done, intending thereby to pro- 
uoke her to perfection, and to recouer her of her fai- 
lings, that ſo ſhe may grow to perfe& holineſſe. 

Whence ve may further leatae, that the Saints of 
God ate to be teptooued fos ſinnes of omiſsion , cuen 
for omitting or neglecting that which they ſhould do, 
yea for — the meaſure thereof, aſwel for groſſe 
and appataut breaches of the will of God, Thus have 
the Prophets reprooued the people of God, ſor failing 
in what they ſhould haue done, and for careleſneſle in 
holy dueties. 

Thus was Elichalenged of the Lord, for neglecting 
to reprooue his ſfonnes, 1 Sam. 3. Thus are the Cotin- 
thians charged for neglecting due preparation to the 
Holy Sacrament , for neglecting the due execution a- 
gainſt the inceftuous petſon, 1. Cor. 5. 2.3. 1, Cor. 11. 


23.24. 
The Reaſort hereof. 
1. Becauſe the Saints doe not cafily take notice of 
theſe failings,if they avoyd ſcandalousevils,if they do 
in any ſort performe out a ard duties, yet they fayle in 
the meaſure,as not performing them in zeale and cou- 
rage, and h rein they many times thinke they may bee 
excuſed, becauſe they ate i ot yet perſeA; becauſe they 
are ſubiett to iufirmit ies : or by carnal iſe dome bee 
inducedto more moderation, (as they call it) oc : bate- 
ment in them yea happily vndet pretence of Chriſtian 
liberty, may haue ſo ne a lowance hereunto, 
2. It is that, wherein the Saints doe moſt fayle in, 
and may moſt b themſelues here- 
by; as 4 3. That 


22 


Doftrine 3. 
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3. Thattheſe fines of Omiſsion may be occifions = 
to giue vs vp to groſſe and open finnes, euen to com- 
mit many foule offences againſt the Law of God ; az 
cauſing the Lord to leaue vs to our owne luſts, that ſo 
neglecting what we ſhould doe, we may commit what 
we ſhould not, to the confounding ofour carnal confi- 
dence,andprouokingto more zeale,as 3. Sam. i . Are 
not many ouertaken with the ſinnes of the time, be- 
cauſe they cannot mourne for them, or couragiouſly 
remooue thern, | 

4 Theſe ſinnes of Omiſs ion doe moſt grieue Gods 
Spitit, and chalenge the power of ſanctification: moſt 
hinder oui growth in grace, and are dangerous occa- 
ſions to hypocriſie and luke warmeneſſe. 

And this ſeructh , to reprooue the faſhion of the 
Times,which is either not to reprooue at all,or at the 
moſt to reprooue for — and open ſinnes, as for fay- 1» 
lings in What wee ſhould dee, theſe are either not 
touched at all, or rather excuſedand iuſtificd vnder the 
pretence of infirmities, and in that ſpecially the power 
of godlineſſe is generally chalenged of tos much mort 
then needs; therefore, this meaſure is approoued , as 
being what fleſhand blood can doe, whatis common 
with the time, what will beſt ſerue the looſeneſſe and 
indifferency thereof, what will beſt ſecure vs againſt 
the ſnares thereof, 

2. Here is matter of tryall,that if we take aſwell to 
heart our faylings in what we ſhould doe, yea be hum- 
bled in eur wants , when wee haue done our beſt aſ- 
wel as for groſſe and open prophaneſſes, this is a good 
teſtimony of the power of Grace, that the Lord hath 
begun his workein vs,and ſo by this narrow tryall in- 4 
tends to make vs better. 

3. Wee ate hereby alſo taught how to deale with 
our owne hearts, even to bee 1calous ef our ſclues, eſ- 
pecially, for fayling in holy dueties, to examine our 
hearts principally in this caſe , how wee ate colde in 


prayers 


prayer, inſenſible of Gods iudgement, that we cannot . 
mourne for the finges of the Time, that wee do not re- 
prooue the common ſinnes thereof, the abominable 
ſwearing, prophaning ofthe Sabbaths, &c. for this 
ſhall be a meanes to keepe vs from the like abuſes, this 
Halde a gratious helpe to increaſe in holy dueties, and 
ſo to ſubmit to a conſcionable miniſtery to this end, 
comforting our ſelues, that if wee belong to God, our 

ratious Lord will not let vs ſcape in the leaſt fayling, 
2 if his worde will not preuaile, he will come againſt 
vs with ſome ſecret or open chaſtiſement, to recouer 
vs batimes, and ſo to preuent vs from Apoſtaſie, that 
we may increaſe and follow hard after the marke. And 
this is that which we further leatne herein, 

That though the Lord accept the purpoſe of the Dafrine.s. 
heart, and will not quench the ſmoaking flaxe ; yet he 
would haue vs recoucr our ſelues, and grow in grace, 
hs and follow hard after the marke; we muſtabound in 
prace, and be plentiſull in good works; we muſt doe rue 1.4 
the firft worke, nay, wee muſt thriue in well doing, muſt goe for- 
expreſſing outwardly what wee inwardly defire , and ward and per- 
ſubduing the whole man to the obedience of the ſp1. {<vere — 
rit : 1. Col. 1. Pet. a. 1.3. Epheſ. 14 Phil. 2. Pet. 1. 8. f — 
Pſalm, 92. Job 17.9. f. Theſ. 5. perſeuering with 2 
all patience and conſtancie vnte the end, Eph. 6. 13. 

And that, Firſt, becauſe the Lord hath commanded, 

. ſhould be holy, as he is holy, 1. Pet. 1. 1 3» Reaſons, 

2. Chrift Teſus hath deſcrued to małe vs perfir, by 
his perfect obedience, 

3- And by his Spirit dayly dwelleth in ys, to 
leade vs incopl truth. 

4. Hercby we make ſure our election, and attaine 
— _ certaine knowledge thereof, 2. Pet. 1. 10. 

7s 

5+ Hereby we make eur {clues meete for that glo- 
rious inheritance, 1. Col. 11. 12. 

6. Mereby 
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6. Hereby wee provoke ethers to glo fie C 
Matth. 5. 16, 17. and ſtreugthen the weake. 
7. Wee daunt and confeund the enemies of the 
Goſpell, 1. Pet. a. ſtoppiug the mouth of all iniquitie 
and reproach, 
8. And adorne and beautific our glorious ptofeſſi- 
on, 1. Phil. 27. 
9. And gaine more glorie to our bleſſed God, 
Math. 5. 10. 
And this ſcrueth, 
Ver. To condemne, 1. all choſe that flatter their hearts 
1.Ofreprooſe with good intents, when they are vtterly voide of 

to thoſe that good fruita, Prou. 3. Eſa. 29. 
nw ag 2. Such as ſtent their meaſure of holineſſe by fleſh 
goodincencs and blood, and ſuch carnall Rules as ſquare thereto, 
and motions, 3+ As alſo thoſe, that ypon preſumption that they 
Ofſuch as go are better then others, craſe to bettet themſelues, and 
backeward. ſo ſtanding at a ſlay in religion, goe backward therein, 

1. Cort. 4. Reuel. 3. 

As ſeare to 4. And thoſe likewiſe that feare to abound in holi- 
he noted ef nelle,zeale, &c. leftthey be accounted ſingulat noted 
finguleciuc, men,preciſe, vaine-glorious, &c. 

Aciultific 5- And theſc eſpecially, that haue not only lacked 
| their zeale in religion, but doc whtifie this decay, as 
being now mere wiſe, ſober , &c, in their ptoſeſſion, 
where as before they were ſierie, taſh, indiſcreet, &c. 
7 Secondly, here is inſtruction, and that firſt, we muſt 
OfinſirwZie, labour to increaſe and grow conftant in godlineſſe, 
how to m. arid that by theſe meanes : 

1. By auoyding the meancs of Apoſtaſie, which 


decayes, 


1.Corrupe 1. Corruption of indgement, and that, 
iudgement. Firſt concerning Holineſſe, 
x, We may be too holy: 
2. That our forefathers were ſuued with leſſe, and 
therefore, what need we ſtriue for more ? 
3. That wee haue beene too forward already, and 
therefore 
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different, 
4. Or meaſure the worſhip of God by proſpe- 
ritie, 

5- That ſeeing we cannot be perfect, therefore it is 
in vaine re labour thereto. 

6. That there is no time paſt to ferue God ; If wee 
can doe it on out death be ds it will ſerue the turne. 

7. That the beſſ and freeſt ſeruice of God is to make 
no bones of fin, becauſe this is true peace of Conſci- 
ence, liberty this argues, the aboliſhing of ſiane by 
his death, to commit it greedily without remorſe, 

8. That wee may ſerue Cod and the world too, 
Luke 16. 

9. That leſſe will ſerue the turne, becauſe many doe 
leſſe, and we hope are ſaue d, Acts 14. 

10. That Gods mercie doth more abound in our 
failings,Rom.6.1- 

11. That we need not to be ſo perfect, ſeeing Chriſt 
hath finiſhed all for vs: ſeeing Chriſt | ath cherefore 
p_ all things, that we m ght grow ro perfection, 

eh. 13.1, 2. John 15. 

11. That the ſetuice of God is a matter of indiffe. 
rencie : if we docit, it is well? but if oe faile, God will 
be merciful, Brake beedef 3 

Secondly, Wee muſt rake corrupt t, 
— — A that on the right hand, As 
that, 

1. Decay in former reale and meaſiſe of finQifi- 
cation u not Apoſtalie, but rather a reedrfying of for- 
mer raſhnefle, and ignorance, by ſpirituall uiſe dome, 
teaching vs more muderation and tnrmulity , not to 

reſu me aboue others to maintgine ſycirry and peace 
y returning rather varo others, then tu be ſo ſtrict, as 
to bring the m unto vs. 

2. That it is Apoſtaſie to mit any mag ade tera, 5 
ment, fcring we know but in part, and fo are ſub} 
IM 
* 


9 . 


ceiued, and therefore-maſt change our opinions, and 
this change is not x decay, but rather meanes to in. 
cteaſe in godlineſſe, 
3+ That it is Apoſtaſie to differ in iudgement, and 
ſo in practiſe from a Church otherwiſe cruely gtoun- 
ded, and eſtabliſhed: ſeeing the Lord giues not to all 
alike meaſure of light, neither to all, at one time, 
what is neceſlary, And therefore eithet we may not yet 
ſce what is fit, and ſo are not to bee condemned Apo- 
ſtates, for what wee know not; And can wee conſent 
with good conſcience to what we know not; or elſe 
it;may pleaſe God to let ys ſee more then happily is 
diſcerned,or will be acknowledged, Rom.1 4. for what 
Church is without it imperfections? And ſhall we ſhut 
our eyes againſt any light that ſhineth , ought wee not 
to practize,as we are conuinced, and being conuerted, 
ought wee not to ſtrengthen the brethren ? ought wee 
not to grow vp to perfect holineſſe; And therefore 
ſecing we forſake not the ſociety for it imperfeions, 
but rather walke therewith in the common light, and 
if we differ from it, wherein it is ſhott ofperſection, do 
we not hereby let it ſee it impetfection, and ſo by our 
wiſe difference lead it to perfection and ſhall wee then 
be accounted reuolters from the Church 
Eſpecially if Babe become to be Bethaus, iſ in tho 
beginning it was not ſo; if Epheſus haue forſaken her 
firſt loue ; If the faithſull Citie, whoſe faith was once 
1 through the world , bee now become an 
arlot, fhall wee bee condemned as Apoſtates from 
thas curſed Synagogue whichis ſofallen away fromir 
former purity, Ought wee not rather to prouoke her 
to doe the firſt — and if ſhee will not hearken, 
ſhall wee not till proteſt againſt her ? ſball wee now 
meaſure our ſelues by her crooken lines, that ſo being 
with het in her finnes , wee may bee partaker 
With her in her plagues, But of this more hereafter. 
78 See 
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_ ! in Religion, — ef 
Gods holy will is Apoſts then the 
— — 

a es es wa 

for Apoſtaſie, If we lie theeels wichour repancencego 1 
fall to excuſe and allow our ſelues therein, yet by the 
mercy of God the Saints recouer, and — . 
by the ſpeciall indulgenee of the Almig 

| of their more ſound and ſpeedy proc ing i he 


worke of grace, 
2 from vetweanclade, 


Thats the moſt grieuous ſinne in the EleR , is Ayo. 
flaſſe Thatls, — all and menos of 
repentance ; ſeeing though in ir ſelſe it —— chat 
God ſhould vttetly fotſake vt, and ſo _ 
to forſake him, and fall away from —— 
Cab onrfichen end wil not reward vs — 
nordeale wich veefter dur miquities / dur howſoruer 
he ſorſake vs for a while, leauing vs to theſe corrupti- 
ons, yes to be chaſtened for them, yet in wrath hee re- 
— mercy , hap theſe correQions 8 
ng vs to repentance ning our to (fe 
ing aid bhombting e ſe of heh here- 
ſclues;and hunger af- 


—— not now rerurne 


1. That 


by, that (overnight de our our 

tet mercy in Chriſt leſas 

=—_ vd in great 
ay holde v = bench 


— Ing vs — 
in him to — pardon 
iis Wim to obtain to 
ven furre noo, — — — = 

our mio 

gs ye ich he bath begun — * 

' | of foemd meanes of Ayoft Corrupt? alle; #, Corrupe 
Ae ore ak ob; —— 1 
1 er ver wee hy" eas pes ofthe 
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3. Or by the ſtrenme aſ the ime 1 

4 Or onelyby thelawes of men: 

3. Or fullow the moſt in religion 

Seoondly, On theright hand, _, 

1. ler we grow ſpiritually proud of well doing : 

2. Or grow.to ſingulatiue , and ſo to ſockebe the 
fellowſhippe vpon pretence of their cotruptions, 
that wee may not bee defiled with them. Elay 65. 
5. 6. Hebr. 10.23. 

3. Or affect curious, and vnneceſſatie knowledge, 
to puffe vp, and not to edifie. 1. Cor. 8. 2. 

4. Or ſtudie ane lyte know, making no canſcience 
to ptactize as weknow. 2. Col. 4 

5. Or ſtand mote vpon trifles aud circumſtance 
then many matters, 

6. Oc ſetue God onely ſo farre as we gaine thereby, 
avoyding afflictions as hinderances thereto. 

2. Or prezending , becauſe of atflitions , that 
eithet now we baus no leaſure, ot elſe it is in vaine, 
or too late to ſerue him. 

8, Or grow ſecure and dead in the performance of 
holy duties, performing them for cultame , carnally, 
hypoctitically ci 

9. Or grow iacenſtaat in holy duties; intermit- 
ting the ſet times, of prayers, bearing the word, &c, 

10, Or graw neglig ent in converting others, 

11. Or admit of inventions, With the 
wotſhip ef God, 
13« And 


retenceof s giue way inthe 


leaſt a gainſt conviction of conſcience. 

13. Or proouevntbankfull vnto God for his par · 
ticular mercies, 1. Rom. 

14. Or fall inta groſſe ſinnes, and lie in them vith- 
out repentance; Plal. 31. | 

15. Orindge vncharitably of our brethren, with» 


Secondly, 


drawing our compaſſions from them; 


in good ven and grow conflant rheyrin, = 
r. Confiderwe rite faildfulnefſe of our God, who 
loueth to cheer; oh. . t. „ e 

2 Remember we the continual ſeruice of the Saints 
in heauen, they inceſſantly gloriſie God, and alſo con- 
tinually: 1. Theſſ.g. Reuel. 

3. Conſider wee the power of leſus Chriſt till te + 
maines to couer our impetfections, and to ſtrengthen 
vs to perſeftion: Heb, 1 , 1. and to this end makes 
continuall interceſsion for vs. 

4 — wee that the Comforter doth abide with 
vs for euer, Io. ty. ts lead vs inte al truth: and ſo for- 
ward in all holinefſe: Ioh. 1 8. t 6. 


5- Conſider we that the righteous can ſcarcely be ſa-i. Tei. „, ig. 


wed, 1. Pet. 4. 15. and whatpaines the beft haue taken 
toward heauen. 

6. Remember we that Teſus Chriſt hath taken away 
alltbe rigout of weldoing , and yet enables vs by his 
_ ſection, accepting our weakeſt endeuours, 
d they hee ſound, and enabling of vs to fulfill all 
righreouſneſſe in due ſeaſon, 

7. Diſcerne we oſten how wee have failed hereto- 
fore,and this ſhal prouoke to mort induftric hereafter, 

* 8. And luy wee tb heart the ſudden comming of 
Chriſt; and ſoweftull beprougked to make hafte, 

9s, Andp e ee vntd our ſelues that glorious 
Crowne, and ſo we ſhill fight that good fight of faith, 
and fin iſh our courſe with joy, 

ro. Obſerue we the protiidence of our gratious Fa- 
ther, in turning Sour a{lthingy, that they ſhall worke 
—_— for the beſſ to further vi to Rappineſſe. Rom. 

+259, nen B13 © et: ANG 

1. Ascaufing ont greateſt sMiMons' to bemeanes 
of remoouing all lets, eſpecially our ſinnes, and ſpurres 
to perfectiem, By'r25. | 

And making our very fi 


nnes matter to prevent 
E 3 or 
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vs to 
anclie in 


— y andbocopeeeconite mote endes- 
vour ofholineſſe, by how much we haue hene eaſt be- 
Ainde,and hoc ſhell chen ſepatite vt from the loue of 
God ? what ſhall not further vrt haben to perfection | 
Rom.$.23.34-35- 

11. To this end, nkeweaxiewefthelpecialips- 
viledges of godlineſſe, which are, 

1. That it encly hath the 1 ofthis life, vel 
as of a bettet. | 

2. k onely can giue vs found Comfort i in out grea- 
teſt troubles, 

3+ And gine vs certaine victory over them all. 

Onely ſanctiieth all Gods bleſſings voto vs, 
that they may bee pledges of eternall life, 1. Tim, 
4+ . 

This onelie gives contentment * all ocenſione, 
and ſo doeth poſſeſſe vs of heauen in this life , 1. 
Tim, 6. 

12. And ſecing that in our, Fathers : Houſe are 
many, Manſions, and thoſe that ate moſt faichfull, 
(hall have greater. increaſe of glorie, Therefore, Jot. 
this encourage to increaſe in graet, hat ſo we may 
bee partakers of greater happineſſe. Laſtlie, 

I 3 Conſider wee how vowearied the wicked 
are in cuill „ What policic they -vie co eovtinue 
therein, ving vatiety of Obi * prevent loath- 
ſemeneſſe and ſaucty, j ming -themſelues. with 
dwerhcie of meancs, „ whereby. They may bee bet- 
ter able to accompliſh theit luſtes , and with more 
pleaſure enioy them longer. And; (hall they take 
more paines to gee pe to hall, then vec te Heaven ?; 
Shall they bee (bl Ane „n pevec: Weurie, 
to their owne Condemnation?ꝰ and ſhall not wee; 
a ſtill/ endeauouring to make: ſut our Ele- 

ion. 

Thidh, —— quits. a Con 

Power: _ "M 
P 1 1. , 


EY ſoundnefſe 
of godlineſſe? 
2. — we all things from the ground ofthe heart. 
as inthe ſight of God > 1, The. 1. 
» Cleaue wee fill te the power of the worde, 
n Arive wee to increaſe in knowledge ? 1, Phil, 
1. Coll. 

4. Practze we conſtantly the dueties of pietic and 
chatitie, not ſeruing God by ſpurs , bur keeping 
* conſtant courſein holineſſe, that ſo the ſeruice of 
God may be more eaſie and comſortable. 

. Watch wee daylic ouer our hearts , in 
true ſearching and examining the ſame, Pſalm, 4. 
5.6. 

6. See that wee renew our repentance, as oſten as 
we hone. 

E. Labour wee the conuerſion of eur brethren and 
ge we charitably of them? 
$. Make wee conſcience eſpecially of Sabbaoth 
R becauſe our powerfull practie thereof ſhalt 
better enable to a general! encreaſe, and to conftan- 
cie therein, And, 

9. Aucide we cuciolitic of knowledgeand medling 
in others affaires. 

10, And ſucke we not in the beginnings ond ele- 
ments of Religion ? Hebt. 6. 1. 

11. And becauſe wee ſhall bee ſure to encoun- 
ter many enen ies that will ſeeke to hinder vs in this 


ſpuitual 1 z therefore put wee on the whole 


armour of God, that ſo we may refit | in the ceuill dey. 
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12. Eſpecia/ly ſeeing the Sons of: the wodld 
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ver outward meaſure the Lord hach diſpenice, char fo 


Ve may (till bungee afrer ſpiriena]! graces, 
r —. pte — ſaules daily to ufflictions, 
ſubmit we to whatſocuecr our lowing ——— lead 


vs into that ſo carnall ſecuritie may bee prruented, 
our corruption purged , and wee daily prouoked to 
ſection. 

15. Quicken we and enlarge our deſiret of heauen- 
ly ching, and this wil be a meanes to ſpurte vs forward 
to practize. 

Meaſure wee not our condition by any meaſure ate 
rained, but till forget we what is behinde, and haſten 
to that before, 

16. Walke wee zlwayes in feare of our ſelues, and 
ſuſpect we all our workes, yea then moſt, when we en- 
joy greateſt graces: Pro. 25.13. and maintaine wee ten- 
derneſſe of Conſcience, in all things. 

17. Rememberwe our ende, and vncertaintie of 
out life, and the account wemuſt make: 2.Cor.5.10.1 l. 

18. And reſgue we our ſelues daily into he hands 
ofour God, reftingon his prouidence, 1. Pet. 5. Mat. 6. 

19 Entertaine wee cheerefully the motions of 
the — — put them in practize diligently,{fipb, 4. 
ſhall we grow eo in well deing, and per- 

bene vnto the en 

1. Menne vehile let it ay ve from Apoſtuſſe, that 


ven Apo our gratious — — then hee giues, if 
ſenſe hee gi 


iue vs but one Talent, hee wil not require accor- 
ding to three; and therefore though wee be fatre from 
what we ſhould be, or what others are, yet let not this 
vo in = t meaſute, of from attai- 
—— which hach giuen othetei mort 
—— — „and · will bee in Ile meaſure, 


both accepting what he for the preſent, r. 
— 


** though 1 are 1 


/ incl a | — = a 
God is alwayes the ſame vnto vs, Atdtherefore eu- 
ſure wee not his loue , by our diſſeront meuſute of in- 
creaſe ; but rather reſolut we, that as when we increaſe 
more, we haue more cauſc to loue him; becauſe hee an- 
fwers our endeauours : ſo when we ſeeme to goe back- 
ward, we haue then cauſe to loue and truſt hum more, 
that ſo hee may tecouet vs; as wee haue more need of 
his love when wee faile, to lead vs forward agaiae; ſo 
we haue as great need of his loue when we haue dont 
our beft, to emptie vs of all carnall reſpeRts of vaine- 
glory, & c. that ſo it may appeare hisonely loue bath. 
oc caſioned this increaſe , all this ſeruice ſhall ted ound 
to his gory: 
3. That in the worke of grace wee muſt live by 
Faith, and not by ſenſe , not meaſuring our eſtate by 
what wee are in our ſelues , but b at wee are in 
Chriſty not hat we are for the pretent, but what wee 
ſhall be in the life to come : Aud therefore comfort we 
ourſclucs, thatas theleaſt ſparkcofgrace is an eyidence 
that we are ingrafted in the Vine, ſo being the Vine 
we ſhall be daylic purged and to bring foorth 
more ſruite ; at what wee doe for the preſent ſhalbe 
accepted as perfect in Chriſt , and the more ſenſe wee 
haue of the imperſection thereof,the more may we be 
aſſured of bur intereſt in Chriſt Teſus,the more ſhal we 
be provoked fill to be found in Chrift, nor having our 
owne righteouſneſſe, that ſo in him and through him 
the worke may be perficed. 
Fourthly, Mat wes tryal | of increaſe by theſt 
a7 7 
3. That wee grow in every part, aſwell inward as 
= Th diſ corruptions and 
2+ at we CiIicerne eur more are 
more humbled for them, 
3. That our affections to the world are more 


leſſenedand quired... = 


4 That 
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and can mot e caſt our care on God. | 

Fo That we are more willing to endure afflitions, 
and ready to lay downe our liues for the Name of 
Chriſt, 

6, That wee can more grieve for the ſinnes ofthe 
time, and yet labour more bartilie the conuerfion of 
ſinners. 

7. That wee are more Tober and wiſe in the vſe ot 
Chriſtian libertie. 

8. That wee ate more cheerefull and able to holy 
dueties, and ſo doe more hunger after our diſſolution, 
and are willing to die. 

9. That he can be emptied of all, by reſpects, yea of 
all reſpect vnto out ſelues for the glory of God, 

10. That wee finde ſuch finnes moſt weakened, to 
which formerly we haue bene moſt ſubiect. 

11. That how ſocuer we differ in practiae, yet till 
our deſires are more enſlamed, eſpecially yponour fay- 
ling to more conſtant obedience. 

Laſtlie. For aur comfort learne wee , that out God, 
that commands perſcuerance,giues grace to the ſame, 
andthercfore we ſhall continue, and not finally decay: 
wee ſhall leaue out firſt loue, but not looſe it altoge= 
ther: 1. Philip. 6. Iohn 13. Luke 22.3 35 | 

Wherein note, That euery conuert hath a firſt loue, 
thatjis, when God hath revealed his loue vnto him ia 
Chrift,and by the Spirit of God, it is ſhed bread in his 
leart, then is the heart of a finner inflamed to /owe God 
#gaine,then.is.c enlarged withiop vnſpeakeble and glo- 
rious, 1. Pet. 17. for ſo great ſaluation : then it 
ſtriue to expreſſeę it thankfulneſſe vnto God, for ſo 
great mercie : then is lous as frong as death, mach ma- 
ter cas not quench it, Cant. &. 

And this 1s called his firſt leus: and it is diſcerned by 
theſe market + G2 

1. By his renouncing of all, in compariſon of Ne 
VF f an 
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r les for fo mud de forſake ene 
5 all in«fe#ion, and in act too, ſo farte a8 it hinder Au; 
our enjoying of Chriſt: Zacbeus, Luke 19.6.7. __ 

2. When we endure any aſflition for the Wordes Coloſſ 3.14 
ſake, 1. Theſſ. i. 9.0. aud that with great ioy in the ho- 
ly Gboſt: Hebr. 10. Epheſ. x. ſubmitting our ſelues to 
the power of the word, though it be neuer ſo bitter to 
the fleſh, and crofle the luſts thereof. 

3. When ve reuerence highly the Miniſters of the 
Goſpell, Galath. 3. 4+ thinking nothing too deare for 
them. Act. 16. 

4. When we cleare our conſcience of all fane, by 
which our ſweet fellowſhip with Chriſt may bee hin- 
dred: fo Zachexs, Luke 19. not being aſhamed to con- 
feſſe our particular finncs, and renouncing them vnfai- 
nedly, 

" When for Chriſts ſake we laue his poore members, , 1 18 
and impart of our worldly goods bountifully to their 1 
reliefe, Luke 19. Zachexs, 1. Toh. 2. Ioh. 13. Plal. 

16.2. 

6. When wee continue in the powerfull meanes of 
the divine worſhip, Act. 2. 

7. When we conſult not with fleſhand blood, nor 
communicate with it, but doe vtterly renounce the 
ſame in regarde ofheauen , Act. 3. Galath. 2. Matth. 

2. Cc. 9 
$. And being raviſhed with the ſweetneſſe of the 
7 ts loue of Chrift, wee enlarge our ſelues to declare the _ . 
ſame to our brethren, — * bring them tor 223. 
Chriſt, by plucking them out of the fire: Ioh, 1. 18. ; 
Jude 23. | 
The wiſedome and mercie ef our God in vouchſa- 


= - eaſons of 
uing bis children ypon their conuerſion this liuely and « 1 
- ardent a loue is manifold, +, _ _ , lou Rage 
Firſt hereby te ſcale vnto them the true; and aſſu- 
rance oſ this bleſſed Change, N chu ſenſble and ſixcer 
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could not reliſh and brooke the power e de worde, 
neither had any delight in the excellent, but eſteemed 

ther perſons contemptible and odious, deemed of 

their wayes as — or hypocriſieʒ now finding by 

the mercie of God their hearts enflamed to the loue 

of the worde, though ir vtterly confound all former 
hopes, and cut off wholly all future expectations for 

the fleſh , and withalt pretending ſuch to bee moſt 
deare vntothem who are hated of the world, and in te- 

garde of outward appearance, are not able to requite 

our loue, and yet becauſe they are in Chriſt, are there. 

fore for his ſake to be beloued ; may wee not henceal- 
ſuredly conclude vnto our ſoules, that wee are tranſla- 

ted from death to life, becauſe wee loue the brethren ; 

is not this our emdence, that wee are now choſen out 

of the world, becauſe we loue thoſe whom the world 
hates? is not this an argument that wee are now in 
Chriſt , becauſe his loue onely conſtraines vs to love 

his members? and ſeeing our loue vnto them is, to 

make them like vnto vs, is it not our teſtimony , that 

we ate conuerted vnto Chriſt? and could wee ſubmit 

to that word which is ſo reiected of the world, ſo irke- 

ſome to our corruptions , vnleſſe the loue of Chriſt did 
conſtraine vs in obedience to his Maieſtic5: vnleſſe this 

loue of Chriſt did hereby prouoke to haue all out ima- 
ginat'ons brought in ſubiection by the power there- 

of, that ſo wee might retaine nothing to grieue the 
bleſſed Spirit, vnleſſe we were ouercome by the power 
— loue, to receiue the ſtampe of his Spirit, and 
rniture of his graces , hereby v ee might in ſome 

© meaſure ſhewe our love vnto our Chriſt, could wee 
poſſibly receive the worde in ſuch affliction, and 

a yet with ſuch joye in the holy Ghoſt , vnleſſe the 
loue of Chriſt did ouerflo in our hearts, to ſo al - 
low vp all thoſe xroubles,vnleſſc all ſuchtroubles 2 
hereby counteruailed with vnſpeakable Co 14 


* 


4 i. <4 | 
old encmie will now ſeeke by all meanes to a- enter 
againe , and hee wants not his occafions , euen from 
the eſtate of our firſt conuerſion to attempt the ſame, 

Fot either now vpon our conuetſion, the, world 
will ſteppe in with it glorious and pleaſant baites of 

roſperity, and great matrersto ſearch and blaſt (if ic 
be poſſible the birth in the bud, or if it cannot divert 
and withdraw vs from the right end of our calling ; yet 
at the leaſt tu coole and hindet vs in the purſuit of the 
true end, and that by pretence of our Chriſtian liber- 
tie; becauſe now we haue right in the beft , and why 
may we not vſe them who more ficly for theſe who 
arc better able to vſe them; eſpecially if we ſhalbe ca- 
ried to meaſure our inward eſtate bythem, 

Or if this will not preuaile, but that it is the will of 
eur gratious God , that by manifold tribulations wee 
muſt enter into the kingdome of heauen : then Satan 
will put in on the other fide to drowne the birth by 
whole flonds of tribulations, Reu. 12. flirring vp our 
ownhouſeto become our enemies, becauſe we wil not 
be ruled by them, becauſe our contrary courſes doe ſe- 
cretlyconde mne them, ſlitriugvp the great ones to per- 
ſecute vs, as enemies to gouernment , diſquieters of 
the common peace, yea rather then fayle , adding af- 
fliction to affliction , labouring to perſwade vs, that 
becauſe we are thus afflicted , Sn God hates vs, 
and ſo we are deceiued in our eſtate, we are not the be- 
loued of God, 

Againſt all theſc ſerues this ſpeciall grace of our 
firſi Loue, the power whereof is ſuch , that it proues 
both an excellent preſeruatiue agaaſt the allurementi 
of proſperity; as hauing ſo raviſhed te heart & taken 
it vp to an higher queſt , that the loue ofthe world is 
eſteemed no bettet then doung 8 * 

b 8 e 
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v9; and chetefe fe holy wiſedome 5780 ns 
lietle to doe with as we may, left it de inſect vs; ind fo 
alſo becomes 1 gtutious remedy againſt the flames of 
affliftion ; as ſo ſelling our hearts in the aſſurance of 
Gods loueʒtht alf things ſhall worke rogether for the 
beſt, ſo prepating vs by the loue of Chriſt eo encounter 
any afflictions, ſo enabling vs for the loue of Chriſt to 
endure the greateſt troubles , ſo afforing/vs , that 
throughChriſt Ieſus we ſhalbe more the conquerours 
ouet them, ſo ſweerning all our troubles vnto vs, that 
we ſhalbe'pt#uuked'toloue out God the more in that 
hee accounts vs worthic to ſuſſet with his ſonne Teſus, 
ſo confirming vnto vs thatthoſe light aſſlictions which 
ate but for a moment, ſhall procure vnto vs an ineſti- 
mable weight of glorie in the Heaven, 

This is our firſt loue, theſe are the markes thereof, 
= by the ſameit is graciouſly preſerued, and enerea- 
led, 

Vi. 1. Whereby all thoſe ſudden flaſhes, and fained and 


Tocordlemue inconſtant affections of hypocrites are reieted : Heb, 
flaſhes and G. 4. and, 


— 5 2. We put to the tryall , for the ſoundneſſe of our 
— conuerſion, if we haue found ſuch a loue in our hearts 


by ſuch euident mark es. 
3. The world is heere condemned, that boaſts of 
the fauourof God , when it hath no argument of it 
To reprooue conuerſion by this loue : nay, eſte emeth it a wonder 

the worlds andmadneſſe to be converted: 
deceit, 4. Andthe Saints are comforted , that ſecing their 
Tocomfort Joue vnto God dependeth on his loue vnchangeable 
the Saints to them. 1. Ioh. 4. 1. Therefore as his H vnchangeable, 
Ioh. 13. 1. fo ſhall theirs bee; well they may leaue ir, 
but they ſhall never /oſe it. And yet it is a great afflicti- 
on tbat they leaue theit loue : Although of a certain- 

tie. 

Doll s. The Saints may leaue their firſt loue, ſo did — 
l ; Teter, 
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"74 reaſons are, rn. 
cauſe us the fire is lacked by two meanes, elther 
by withdrawing fuell from it , or putting water, or 
aſhes thereto : 
So there are two meanes , whereby the loue ofthe 4% by what 
Saints doth decay in them, meine. 
Either when they faile in ſuch meancs as doe nou» 
ri the ſame ; or, 
Doe adde fuch,as may corrupt and coole: Namely, Meanes of 
hen either they, — hiſt 
1. Neglect the powerfull miniſterie of the word, | . 
&c.1, Thell.5 19.20, ſubmitting to caraal or lucklefle ꝙ9ꝙ— 
mcanes. — 


2. The conſtant practize of priuate and publike — 1 


ol. prayer, 
| z. Or the fellowſhippe of the Saints, Hebr, re. 
2425. 
why the motions of the Spirit : 

5. Or neglect to examine their hearts dayly. 

6. Ot faile in daylie repentance, 

7. Or negle to conoecrt others. 

8, Or abate of holy order and diſcipline which 
holds vp the power of godlineſſe, as if now wee could 
be lawes vnto our ſelues. 

Or elſe doe adde that which may corrupt: 

1. As firitnall pride of Gods graces, A 

2+ Carnallpolicie, ſubieRing religion to the ſame, * __ | 

3. Profperitie , and tag their hearis thereon dun | 
through couctouſneſſe : Pfalm. 129. Luke 18. 1. 
Tim, 6, 
4+ Abuſe of (briftian libertie , in the enioying of 
pleaſures, & c. 1. Cor. 10 f. Cor. 8, and vie of things 
indifferent. *** | 
pride,an 


5+ Acorruptandcarnall Miniſtery: 
Concerning ſpiritual pride, as Conuezts are ſubieR fonts 
hereto inregard,Þ * our firſt 


1. Tha; . 
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tiſed to ii themſclues, and defÞiſe their brethres : 
to condemne, where they ſhould endeauour to con- 
vert? & c. Eſay 5.6. 

2+ Euen their deſire to keepe themſeluer in this eftate, 
may bee an occaſion to Satan to breed ſpirituall pride 
in them. As namely, that being now pluckt out of the 
common condemnation , and ſeparated from the 
world and wicked ones, by their effeQuall calling; 
= not theSaints ypon pretence to keepe themſclues 
vn — and vndefiled, grow to ſingulatitie, and ſo 
to ſeparation , which are very dangerous branches of 
ſpirituall pride. 

3- The execution alſo of their calling? is ſubiect to 
much ſpiricuall pride. 

Either they may negleR altogether their cini cal- 
lings as too baſe, and derogatorie from the prouidence 
of God, and their Chriſtian libertie, which is a fruit of 


callings to humble them. Or elſe they may ſo carry 
themſclues in their Chriſtian callings, as by their mo- 
roſitie, diſcontent, &c. they ſhall not obſcurely diſco. 
uer much ſpitituall pride. 

4. The fpreiall providence of the Almightie , in lea - 
ding them to perſection, and diſpoſing of his graces 
diuerſty, may alſo through the ſubtiltie ofSatan bee an 
occaſion of much ſpirituall pride, And that, 

4 1. Either in regarde of ſuch chaſtiſements which 
the Lord exerciſeth theit naturs to clenſe the ſame, in 
the impatient bearing, whereof, pride is diſcouered. 

2. Or elſe the profperitie of the wicked , may bee an 
occaſion of fpirituall pride, as —. prouoked by Sa- 
tan to fret and repine chereat: Pſal. 37.1. Ierem. 12. 


Job, 1. 0 " 
. 3. Elm 
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and aduanced to the hope of fo 
glorious an inheritance ; may they not hereby be en- 


ſpirituall pride, ſeeing the Lord hath impoſed theſe . 


his pride, as ring them to che tudging of their 
brethren,and condemning their eſtates, ©; 

4- Or the more eminent graces which theLocd be- 
ſtowes on other, may prouoke to enuy and diſcontent, 
and ſo diſcouet pride, yea, may further occaſion a con- 
demnation of themſelues, as if becauſe we ate ſhort of 
others, therefore they are nothing, therefore they may 
doubt of. their eſtates, or elſe, 

5. This abaſing of themſelues in compariſon of 0- 
then, may tend to affect commendation trom others, 
and ſo bewray this inward Pride. : 

6. Ot they may reſt in themſclues on the ſenſe of 
their — „ and ſo robbing God of his glory, 
ſhall diſcouertheir pride, 

7. Or they may bee puffed vp with this, that they 
are low in their owne eyes, can deſpiſe the world, can 
endare afflictiont, can reprooue ſinne, & c. 

8. Either they may be puffed vp with thoſe wonder» 
full delineranees , which the Lord in his mercie beſtow» 
eth on them in their conduction toglory, 2. Cor. i. ver. 
9, 10. 2. Cor. 1 3. 7. 

9. Or elſe they may reioyce at the deſtruction of 
their enemies, and ſo be tainted with ſpirituall pride: 
Iob 31. 

4 Either they may be baftie in expeBting the re» 
ward, and ſo for want of patience , diſcouet ſpirituall 
pride: Heb, 10. 

1 11, Or elſe deſire death, in regard of their continual 
| | troubles, and ſo diſcouer their pride, in not wayting 
che Lordsleyſure :lob,z, Ionas 4. | 

12. Either they may be crofſed in their expectati- 

ons, and ſopreferring their credits be fore Oos glo- 


| ry, bewray their pryde: Ionas 4. 1. . 
13. Or elſe, beyond theit end expectatlon, 
they map be endued with extracted graces,and ſo 
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1. Tue Lord reſting the proud, and bring 
the mountaines; — the high minded, 
uing grace to the humble: 1:Per.5.5, 

2. Their pride making them ſecure , vncharitable, 
and ſo not vſing theit talents, they are for a time taken 
away. 

S The Spirit hereby being grieved , ceaſeth to 
worke in them, nay kappily leaues them to grieueus 
ee. Ja. buffctings. 

Therefore to pteuent this tentation, and overcome 
the ſame: 

1. Conſider wee whence wee came, and if wee did 
juſtly rip our ſelues of all, if we conferced nothing to 
the attayning of grace; but rather were our greateſt 
enemies in wiſhing the ſame , ſhall we now be thank- 
8. full for the leaſt? ſhall wee not bee humbled in the 
2 greateſt ? What haue wee which wee haue not te- 
3 ceiued? 

2. Lay we to heart, how we entertaine the graces 
of God, at tbe beſt ynprofitable, generally colde and 
careleſſe, defiling the worke by junRure of our core 
ruptions, 

3. And yea, ouerthrowing the worke by our con- 
fidence thereis, our reioycing and 1 theteof, 
and may we not feare that this dead Fly will corrupt 
the moſt pretious oyntment, that if we robbe God of 
his glory, he will depriue vs of the comfort, either wee 
looſc our labour fer the preſent, or ſhalbe ſtripped of 
Gods —— we may labour no longer. Hath not 


ene an effect of this ſort of ſinne in many 
_—_ Is not barrenneſſe a come 
mon hereof in the ordinary Chriſtiaa . 
3: erue weethe Prouidence of God in the di- 
mY 
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vin trusch, b | 
lowly ſpirit, is not the greater meaſure beſtowed an 

others, ours al{> for vſe: is it not vſefull for vs to pro- 

uoke to perſection: is it not auallable to humble vs in 

out leſſer meaſure, to ſubmit our ſpiries to the ſpirit of 
the Prophets, to ſend ys daylyto the tents of the ſhep- 

heards? is it not a meanes to noutiſh lone? doth it not 

ſubmit vs to the will of our heavenly Father, to de- 
pend more vpon his mercy , to craue his aſſiſtance 
more earneſtly, to ſubmit to aſflictions, to haſten after 

perfection in a better life, 

5. Diſcetne wee wiſely the providence of God in 
leading vs to perfection, and this a'ſe will bee a gtati- 
ous meanes to preuent ſpirituall pride; for ſeeing the 
Lord ſhewes his power in weakeneſſe, that hee may 
haue the glory, ſeeing he brings light out of darkenes 
to confound all reioycing in the fleſh, working out of 
our very ſinnes 4 way of encreaſe by humbling vs 
thereby in our ſelues, and cauſing vs to deny our own 
righteouſneſſe, and ill ſending vs vnto Cheiſt, to bee 
renned by his grace haue we any cauſe to he proud of 
our ſinnes, to rejoyce in our confuſion , can wee deny 
our ſelues truely if wee haue confidence in the fleſh ? 
can we be enabled in Chriſt, vnleſſe wee bee wholly 
-empried in our ſeluesꝰ and ſeeing afflition ſolloweth 
ſinners, and our ſinne in Gods juſtice etetnall death: If 
now the Lord ſhall not only take away the ſting of our 
Troubles, but make them comfortable pils ro purge 
our Corruption ? is not his power wonderfull,to bring 
light out of darkenefſe ? is not his mercy peereleſſe, 
that he only may have the glory, ſhall we be proud of 
atflictions, that are the puniſhments of ſinne, at leaſt 
no way likely of themſelues to raiſe ſuch good vntb 


v 
And ſay the Lord ſhould delluer vn ov 
tribulations, ſceing yet * | 


t of greater 
| — 


n 
* 
- 
N 
— 4 


Meth 6. 


cel. 10, 


How to pre- 
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pride, 


"may, wee Hor ſeare tharthoughweebee made whole - a 


yet a worſe thing may befall ys? are not new atfliftions 
dayly to bee expected; and is there here any time to 
behold the ſunne when it ſh nei hẽ 

6, At the beſtudge wee wiſely of our beſt meaſure 
of grace; is it cither any other then what the Saints 
haue gone before vs in, who yet notwithflanding , 
through pride, and the effects thereof haue taken ma- 
ny a foul tall. Remember we Peters vaine boaſling, and 
what a plunge it put him to, Conſider Dawids pride in 
numbriog ot his people, & did he not ſn1art dec ply for 
the ſame, was not his humilitie the beſt meanes to 
make his peace againe? 2.Sam. 24.15.16. 

Or is it ſuch , but that ſtill wee are not perſc:}; 
and therefore mult wee not forget what is behinde, 
that wee may haſten te what is before f Philip, 3. 
12. 13. 

7. And alas, whntis all wee haue in compariſon of 
our Lord and Maſter Ieſus Chriſt, hath hee not com- 
manded vs to bee lowly and mecke 'rath bee not 
done all for vs, that wee may boaſt of nothing ? did 
hee not walke before vs in great patieiice and hu- 
mility , eueu bumbling himſ lte to the death for out 
ſukes ?is not all our holineſſe a drop of that Ocean, 
leſſe then a drop in compariſon therc of? and ſhall ſer- 
uants ride on horſebacke , when their maſter went on 
faote ? ſhall wee bee proud of his graces , when hee 
was ſo abaſcd in the greateſt meaſure of his owne ? 

And therefore practiſe wee thus : 

1. View we our ſelues often in the glalle of the Law 
to abaſe vs throughly : 

2+ And (ce wee a farre off into the glorious inheri- 
tance, ſo farre exceeding any worth of our weldoing: 
are the afflictions of this life worthy of the glory that 
ſhall bee revealed ? Rom, 8. 24. who are wee that 
God ſhould thus aduance vs? 
3+ In ſteed of iudging others, let vs dayly examine 
s ; our 
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our ſelues, ſo ſhall wee bee more compaſfior 

our brethren , confidering our ſelues : Galar. 6. r. 
ſo ſhall we ſtill thinke vilelyer of our ſelues,that ſo we 
may be fitter for mercy ſrom our God. 

4+ And labour wee dayly to renue our life in 
Cheiſt, that wee may haue ſtill to rejoyce in him, 
and not in our ſelues; that his glory may ſwallow 
vp all pride of ſſeſh, and his loue may ſtill preuaile 
in vs, to the further denyall of our ſelues, that fo 
ſtill wee may be found in Chriſt, not having our own 
righceouſnes ; that being dayly perſited by his grace, 
we may bee found of him in peace at his glorious ap. 
pearance. | | 

5. Te this end bee wee willing to endure afflicti- 
ons; and maintaide we tenderneſſe of coaſcience in 
ll our wayes, 

6. And obſerue we wiſely our inward corrnptions, 
lab-»ur we to diſcetne the deceitfulneſſe of our hearts, 
2nd ſhall we net ab horte our ſelues becauſe we know 
not our hearts ? ſhall wee not much more bee abaſed, 
kno ing them to be ſo abominable, ſo froward, ſs te- 
bellious, ſo rouchie and full of hurrible wickedneiſe, 
ſuch, blaſphemous thoughts, ſuch filthy motioniꝰ if we 
do not tremble berear, is it not becauſe yer the feare 
of God hath not ſe ed vpon vs, becauſe yet se do not 
endeauout to wotſhip God in Spirit and truth, lob. 4. 
24+375- 

- 3 ſo dayly prepare we our ſelues to death and 
judgement: Is here any time to be puffed vp,ſecing we 
mult paſſe through horrors? is it not wiledome to 
fight loe, ihat we may enter in at the ſtraight gate tſhall 
the righteous very hardly bee ſaued, andſhall wee not 
then work out out ſa uation with feare and trembling? 
Phil. 2. 1 a. Mach. 7.1 1. U 2. 

8. And ſeeing many ſeeke to enter in, and ſhall not 


bee able, Luke 13.21, ought wee 2 * rem | 
our lelues ? ſhall not he i ee d 155 
6 : : 


* 
our ſelues, leaſt we alſo bee deceiued in out ſtanding, 
and ſo depryued of our hope. | 

Lalily. That we be not deceiuedin the judgement 
of ſpicicuall pride, and ſo be juſtly chalenged chete- 


with. 
1. To ſtand Knew we that it is not pride and — to be 
vpon aſſu· aſſuted of our ſaluation as che Papilts chalenge, ſeeing 


rance of ſal- 
uation no 
pr ide, 


God hath commanded vs to make ſure our election, 
andhath giuen ys his word and Spirit to ſeale it yp vn- 
tovs; but rather pryde to queſtion Gods truth, not to 
beleeue his word, not to accept ſo pretious a je well. 
2. Neither to 2. It it not ſpirituall pride to labour to perfection, 
labour to per · though we exceed out ſelues, and goe befote others, 
boccon. not ſhuting our religion to the will and ability of man; 
but extending it wiſely to the rule of the word, and 
example of Chriſt, ſecingGod hath commanded it, and 
Chriſt hach begun it, and hee will perfect it 3 and all 
things worke together for the beſt vnto his Elect; ra- 
ther it is pride to dreame of petfectiõ, when we wil vie 
no meanes thereto; nay, gtoſſe preſumption and im- 
pudency in ſuch as ſerme to condemne ys of pride, for 
hbouring after perfeRion , ſeeing they all perſwade 
themſelues that they haue already attayned it: is it 
not the common voyce, thatall is well , wee need n6 
meanes of building, we hate to be reprooued; we haue 
bene alwayes of the ſame beleefe, we feare we may be 
too holy: are not theſe the ordiniry drłames of gene- 
rall perfection: and therefore, if they haus attayned 
this perfection with ſu ch eaſe, will they fault vs that 
take ſuch paynes for it, ſhould they not rather pity vs, 
and further Tee we may attayne it more cafily ; or if 
they eondemne for labburing to perfection: doe they 
not condemne themſelues, that they neuer bad it, ſee - 
22 ing it cannot be had without great labour. 
coafeſſe 
Chriſt in che Neither is it ſpirituall pride to make a good pro- 
ume of — ofthe truth, to confeſſe the Lord before men, to 
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licketo the truth in time of criakis not tha u denying 
of our ſeſues to confeſle the Loreꝰ Is it not an abafing 
of our ſe ues that God may haue the glory ? Will ic 
not be a pride in the fleſh to humble vs? Is it not a tris 
all of out ſoundneſſe that we will endure for Chriſt? 
Is it not a ſpurre to perfection? Rather, it is pride to 
deny our Maſter, as if we were aſhamed of him. It is 
horrible Pride of life, and loue ofthe world that cau- 
ſeth this deniall, we dare not confcfle him becauſe we 
loue the praiſe of men more then the praiſe of God, If 
we were truely humbled, we would in all things glori- 
fic God. If we ſet not by our fleſh, we would not quirch 
at any troubles: Remember what cauſed Petey to deny 
his Maſter, and the Lord giues vs vnderſtanding in all 
things. 

4. And is it not an imputation of pride when we 
are vniultly challenged co maintaine our Innocency. 
We iuſtiſie our ſelues, we will be found in no fault, we 
will condemne our Indges of wrongfull meaſure. Is 
it not the ptactiſe of the world toiuſtific the wicked, 
and condemne the righteous ? And yet it thinketh to 
doe God good ſeruice, in cenſuring the children of 
God, becauſe they ate contrary to it, in excuſing and 
approuing the wicked becauſe they ſort with it waies. 
Are the beſt without faules and may they not there- 
fore be condemned. ls not the beſt done in hypocriſic? 
And therefore are they not worthy to be caſt out of 
the Synagogues? Thus doth the world ſtumble at the 
infirmities of the Saints, and becauſe they are faulty 
in ſome things, detfthcrefore conclude that nothin 
is ſound. And ought we then to giue way vnto theſe 
their ſlande rs ? Is not the cauſe the Lords, that is here · 
in challenged, ſhall we not harden them in their ſuit 
hereby, and ſo preuent them from ſound repentance, 
ſhall we not betray the peace of our conſciences, and 
cauſe the Lord to take that from ys which we dare not 


iuſtiſieẽ Indeed though man compared with God can- 
G3 not 


Job. 1 7.6. 
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righteouſnes before God, that we may be found in 
Chr iſt to be cloathed with his righteouſnes: yet ſeeing 
the Lord hath done great things for vs? ſhall we not 
in thank fulneſſe acknowledge Gods graces in vs? ſhal 
we not propoſe our ſelues, heere by examples to our 
brethren : Nay faith holy Je Godforbid that I ſhould 
iuſtiſie you. I will never take au ay mine innocency 
from my ſelfe.Andis it not humility in vs to acknow- 
ledge what we haue teceiued, had we not need of low- 
ly ſpirits to incounter the malice of the world, becauſe 
we will not forſake our Innocency and yndergoe tuck 


. afflictions which hence will be raiſed againſt vs? Is ic 


not an argument of ſound deniall of our ſelues, that 
hereby we ſceke rather the glory of God then our 
owne:that hereby we labour the contirmation of the 
weake. And ſecing the gifts of grace are ſuch wonders 
to the world, ſuch eye- ſores, and in ſo baſe account 
there with, is it not a gracious abaſiug of our ſclues to 
reioyce in that which is ſo offenſiue to tlie word, to 
triumph and boaſt of ſuch gratious gifts, which are ſo 
debaſed by it? ſurely if we ſhall take out ayme aright, 
it is rather price in the world to condemne another 
mans ſeruant? do they know our hearts? will they ge- 
nerally cenſure vs hypocrytes becauſe ſome are luch? 
and becauſe the beſt are not without their filing 
they cond: mn our profeſſion as ifit taught no better? 
Bieſſed be God we eſteeme not to be iudged of them 
nor of mans iudgement; he which iudgeth vs is the 
Lord : to him we ſtand, to him we fall:as for the world 
well may it diſcouer it malice and pride, in condem- 
ning the generation of the iuſt, but they muſt know 
that the Saints ſhall judge the earth: if they condemne 
vs becauſe we faile,then do we much more condemne 
them that are ſo far behind vs. And is it nota wonder- 
full condemnation of the world that ihey which witk 
one blaſt condemn ys to be too ſhot / that ſo they may 
juſtulie 
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luſtifie themſelues, do alſo even with the > 
condemne vs that we ate too forward, to zealous that 
ſo their deceitfull meaſure may paſſe more currantly? 
do they not herein condemne themſclues wherein 
they cenſure vs ? If wee haue our faults, Why 
do they not helpe vs forward and if we haue got ſome 
ground why doc they then condemne vs for increaſe, 
ſeeing they condemne vs for failings?(hall we happily 
due into the myſtery thereot ? do they not condemne 
vs for failing, becaule they would diſcourage vs to go 
forward?do they not condemne vs for going forward, 
becauſe wecoudemne them for being behind vs? de 
they not condemane our fai ings, becauſe they would 
hereby take occafinn to condemne the word, as if it 
occaſioned and iuſtified ſuch de cai s, that ſo they 
might harden their hearts, in the baſe account of tue 
word, and pu ſuit of their worldly courſes, and there« 
by allo put vs from the moſt lively meanes, which 
ſhou!d raiſe vs vp ag4ine, and ſo enable vs to perfe- 
ction And dothey not condemire on the other fide, 
our proceedings in grace, is counterteitings, madnes, 
&c. bec auſe the wiſedome of God is fooliſhneſſe vnto 
them : they neuer yet taſted of the loue of Chriſt, elſe 
would they thin e they could never do him too much 
ſeruiceꝰ And ther'ore ſecing that which is highly eſtee- 
med of men is abhomination in the hight of God:as we 
might haue cauſe to diſtrſt our condition if it were ap- 
proued of the world, ſo haue we a ſound evidence 
of the truth of grace, thatthe world hates vs,not for 
our euils, as they pretend(for they could let vs alone. if 
our wayes did not ſhame and confound them) but 
for the Image of our God renewedin vs. And ſhall not 
the haters of God be found lyars, ſhall they not wiſh 
to die the death of the righteous, do they not imitate 
our waies, though they deny the power of them?rhey 
dare not ſet foot to foot by ys, Who ſo is wiſe let him 
vnderſtand theſe things? | 

* To 
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* o conclude, 
world, that whatſocuer iurpes not with it, ſtoopes 
not to it lure, it is pride, vaine · glory, and whereas 
though it may be a marke of an abiect and degenerate 
ſpirit to be ſwayed thereby, yet to be comraty to the 
faſhion thereof, mutt needs argue great humility 3 ſo 
to leanc our greateſt earthly content :ſo to expoſe our 
ſelues to a world of troubles, 

Thus the world calles light datkneſſe, and darkneſſe 
light, eſteeming that pride which indeed is true hu- 
mility. 

Shall we now take a further ſcantling what this ſpi- 
rituall pride may be, ſurely Itake it, it conſiſts in theſe 
things. 

Firſt in pre ſuming aboue that is meet in matter of L 
knowledge, And that when we prie into thoſe hidden 
myſteries which either ate fic to be knowne of, or ate 
apparant only to the divine Nature, | | 

Secondly,when we vaniſhin idle and curious ſpe- 
culation, tending only to ſenſe and ſingularity, and 
nottoedification,r Tim. 4. 

Thirdly, when we affect knowledge for comple- 
ment or ornament,and not for reformation of life. 

Secondly, ſpitituall pride is ſeenc in matter ofacti- 
on, and that either in reſpect ofour ſelues, or others. 

Ia regard of out ſelues we may be ouertaken with 
ſpirituall pride. 

1, If we ſtand more vpon publike deuotions then 

iuate humiliation. * 

2. It we reſt more in the forme then in the power 
of Religion. 

3+ If we reſt in our ſelues, for well doing; and not 
on the power of Chriſt, 

4. If we challenge merit for our workes; and not 
rely on the mexcy of God, 

5+ If we arrogate more vnto our ſelues then either 
is truth or conucnient, | . 

6.1 


and haue an ouerplus of righteouſnefle for others, 
And will not follow our Maſter, through the fire. 
In regard of others we may be tainted with ſpiri- 
tuall pride. 

1. It we ſorſake the fellow ſhip, and are not equal l 
with thoſe of the lower ſort, leauing the Church ſor 
corruptions therein, 

2. If we iudge peremptorily of any before the time, 

3. If we giue not vnto each his due, howſoeuer we 

are the Lords and depend only vpon him. Mat. f. 

4+ If we cannot become all vnto all, that ſo we 
may win ſome vnto Chriſt. 1. Cor. 9. 

Thus may we diſcerne ſome footſteps of ſpit ituall 
pride, & thus haue you heard, howto maſter the ſame, 


= - 
T3. FT. 


Secoadly, touching policy. by it, I meane that wiſe- , policie a 
dome which ciuill gouernment diſcouereth in mana · meanes of 
gingitaffoires,for the adotning — — coo!ing ont 


This howſocuer it may be an handmaid to 
yet carrieth ſome ſway in the manner thereof; as, 
t. In ordering, the time, and place, and out ward 


eligion, 5 f. 


decency forthe divine worſhip, Religlan. 


2. In compelling the out ward man, to the outward 
forme and mt ane: of religion, 

3. As alſo, in executing the holy cenſures of the 
Church, vpon the tefractat ; and obſtinate. | 

4+ And in protecting the innoceney and vpright- 
neſſe of the Saints, from the rage and wrongs of the 
wicked : and, 

5. Puniſhing the enemies of the Church, 

Yet may it alſo proue an y to fincerity,and ſo be 
an occafron(if we be guided thereby)to leaue out firſt 
loue,and that in theſe reſpects: As, 

Firſt, when it vadertakes to wage and authorize the 
rule of religion : namely the word of God, 


How an ene- 
my and o « 


2. Whenit adioynes tothe ſame, the inventions of meancs of 
man, making it equall with the word of truth, leaung our 
A H 3-When firſt love, 
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_— —— — the ſubſtance of religion for 
BP = qtheourward complement thereof. 
A The pradile 5. Whenit becomes a meanes to iuſlifie the wie- 
p nx. 7 — ked, and condemne the righteous: Eſay 3. Mat. 27. 
7 — 6. When it preſumes to limit fincerity to times, 
perſons: and. 

7. When it inſulteth and lords it ouer the conſci- 
ence, by inquiſition into the ſecrets of the heart, and 
violent forcing the ſame, contrary to the tenderneſſe, 
and truc information thereof. 

8. When it faſhions the forme of religion accordin 
to the frame of worldly gouernment : as Antichriſt 
patched vp his anarchy,partly from the Iewiſh Syna- 
gogue,partly from the forme ofthe heathniſh Empire, 

Thus may policy be an enemy to Religion,and ſo a 
meanes of the leauing of our firlt loue. * 

Agd thus may we learne to preuent this great miſ- 
chieſe. 

1. That in matter of religion we conſult not with 
fleſh and blood, pinning neither our judgement not 
practiſe vpon the ſlecues of men.Gal.2, 

2. That we admit no humane inuention, as part of 
Gods wolſhip. Mat. 15. 

3. And con6dering that the wiſedome of the fleſh 
is enmity againſt God, reſolue we to endure the con- 
traditions of the world in the worſhip of God, and 
that, that is ſincereſt, which the word moſt con- 
demnes, 

4. That inall matter of divine worſhip we be or- 
dered and informed according to the word, as well 
for matter as manner agteeable thereunto, 

5+ That we do all things a8 in the preſence of God 
out of the good purpoſe of our hearts, to be approued 
of him inthe inward man, and not with bodily ſeruice 
to be ſeene of men: Mat. 6. 

| 6, That 


u , »@ 4: { uu Þ-- A n 
ſucies in the c | „ Can 


- worſhip by ptiuate preparation,and ryingeches 
worſhip by private examination. a 
7. Thar we meaſure not the worſhip of God | 


ther by any meaſure we haue already attained : as it 

we had holineſſe enough, or by any outward ſucceſſe 

thereof in the world. 

8. As by the acceptance of men; by proſperity, or 
by any particular ifſue, 

9. Por the proſenc that in the greateſt meaſureof 
ſanctiſication we Rand not vpon the evidence of our 
owneconſcience,As to be iuſtified thereby, though we 
know nothing by our ſelues, but ſtill deny out one 
L righteouſnes, that we may befound in Chriſtto be ill 

enabled by his riꝑhteouſneſſe to haue the teſtimony 
of the acceptance of our perſons, and ſo to haue the 
comſqrt not only of the acceptance of preſent ſeruice, 
bat to be enabled by Chriſt to conſtant obedience, 
1. Cor. 4. 4. 5. Phil. 3. 10.11 1 2. 

10. That in the werſhip of God we be not miſled 
by carnall ends, as — ſure, vaine · glory, &c. gut 
that in all things we purpoſe the glory of God, and 
the ſaluation of our ſoules, ſuberdinate thereunto, 
1. Cor. 10.3 . 

11. That in our beſt meaſare we acknowledge our 
ſelues vnprofitable ſeruants, and ſs ciſt our ſelues 
vpon the meere mercieof God in II Cunts r. 

18 Luke 1710. 

Thirdly, And ſo may alſo ws coole firftloue, 

1. If either bauing much, we ſet our hearts it. Proſyerity an 
Pſal. 62. 1. and ſo ate withdrawne to execute che luſt — 
of our hearts: coole our firſt 

2: Or are afreid of afflictions, and decline them by loue and bow? 

carnall meanes, 

Or meaſure our eſtate in grace by our proſperity, 

4-Or are not willing to be abaſed,as we do abound, 

| H 3 5. Or 
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piling our poote brethren,or inſulting over then. 
1. Pet. 3. much leſſe being inlarged in compaſſion of 
their affliction, or open handed to relieue them: or pro- 
mile conſtancy ot this tick liſb eſtate vnto our ſelues, 

6, O. grow io deſyiſc the ſimplicity of the Goſpell, 
as it it were then but in irwptancy, And fo ad power is 
in our hands adorniag the worſhip of God with vaine 
pompe and outward complements, As if this were an 
argument of the increaſe and petſection of religion, 
tat it is now more glotious & acceptable tu theworld 

7. Laſily, whereas ptoſpetity viſually puffes vp wich 
aconceic of goodanes, if now thertore being alefs, 
hen wc haue brought religion to our lure , as to 
countenance out great elle and ſott with our exceſſe, 
we all no (as the anner is) grow to eſteem baſe- 
ly of religion, as (looping to out Jults, and ſu either 
neglect the power thereot in out obedience thereun- 
to, ot teſt in the forme thereof, cqutenting out ſelues 
with carnall and cor:upt meanes will not this corrupt 
the iudgement, and ſo make way for apoſtaſie, will not 
this coole our teale, and dead ont hearts, making ys 
confeſle,indiftercnr, lukewarme, &c. 

And therefore that proſperity may not work theſe 
effects in vs, Y 

1. Know ye, that where God giues more, there he 
requi-es mort at our hands, 

2. That hereby we arc prevented of many lets which 
might hinder our pre creding, and ſupplied with ma 
helps to do more goud, to bound in thankſgivings., 

And therefore carry we our {clues thus in our out- 
ward encrealing, 

1.Acknowledging that from God we haue receiued 
it, and therefore ſhame we to honour Cod with our 
ſubſtance and with the filt fruits of out incteaſe. 

2. Be we al wies iealous of eltares, eſpecially when 
we molt aboũd, chat fo being humblod in our outward 


meaſure 
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18. wang our Talenes new more plentifully to 
the good of others eſpeciallyto further e tograce, 
not coatenting our ſeluos to giue ales for body te- 
liefe, vnleſſe we alſo tender ſome good for the ſoule 3 
enlarging out ſelues, where gtace is more enlarged: 
and ſo learning to bre equall with thoſe ofthe lower 
ſort, ift hey be equall with ys, or exceed vein the gra- 
CCS of God. 

4+ Taking gow 0urvportunity to frequent the aſ- 

ſembles, and cleaving to the power of the word, till 

to humble androuſe vs vp. 11 

3. Beingaerdy to vodergee any aſſtich ons, rathet 
the abate one jot of our ſincerity. 

6. And ſtill au our greateſt libeeric,being lawes vn- 
to our ſelues, not to give libertie ro the Avth, but ra- 
ther now to make tryallof the conqueſtofourtaſts by 
how much webauc power to erecute theſame, Galas. 
5˙44. 43 
e Vang the world as though wee vſed it not, 1. 
Con. 

8. And fill as rangers 2nd prigrims, leaking for a 
Citie Whichis abouę, and efteeming albes drwng in 
compariſon of Chriſt, and the glory chm ſhall bee re · 
vealed, Phihp z. 8.9510, | | 

See more of the right w/c of prafperity in the diy is 
Sacrifice, I. 2. Cap 9. | 

Fourchly. And ſo alſo by abuſe of our Chriſtian 
libertie we may leaue our ficſt love; as here after ſhall 
more fully be declared: here the 1emediehercdf is 
afapropoſed, 19 1% ' , 

Laſtlie. A prineipall meanes and occaſion to leane 
our hr loue to abate our ⁊ eale and conſcience of ho- 
lipcfle, is a carnall and corrupt munaſtery, 

1, Wheneither the wordis delivered wich the eu- 
tilingwordsof mans wifedome; © 1: 00010 
"11138 8 he parti- 
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ular condicion ofthe Church, * 
3. Or not confirmed by the holy conuerſatlon and 
patient endurings of the Miniſter, 

4. Or mingled with curious queſtions, and corrupt 
doctrines, 

5- Ot aymes onely at carnall peace , and making 
good our preſent meaſure , and doeth not labour by 
ſound reproofes and ſearchings, to lead along to per- 
fection. | 

6, Ot wants the power of the holy cenſures ofthe ” < 
Church, co bridlethe profane, & caſt out the obſtinat. 

7. Or peruerteth the — — to worldly ends, to 
harden the wickedin theirfin, and diſcourage from 
perfection. 

And can this chooſe but coole and abate the power 
of godlinefle? 

1. Will not the people rathet ſtumble at the cor- 
rupt examples, then be erdered by the word. 

2. Doth not this mixture of humane ornaments, 
queſtion the perfection of the word, as if it were not of 
it ſelfe able to conuince the conſcience : doth it not v- 
ſually cauſe the word to reſt in the care , and not ſinke 
downe to the heart , and ſo becauſe it mooucs nor, 
therefore to conclude that eicher it is not the word of 
God;orels we haue no need of it, becauſe it moues not 

Will any diſcerne his faylings, vnleſſe it be particu- 
larly layde to him, vnleſſe his conſcience be convinced 
therewich, and compelled by the ſenſe of Gods wrath 
to forſake his ſinne. And, 

Is it not a dangerous occaſion to condemne and te- 
iect the power of the word, which might bring him to 
repentance, hen he can haue a Zidkiah to flatter him 
in his ſinne, an Amaziah to promiſe him a neerer way 
to Heauen, to wiſh him not to bee ſo ſcrupulous, to 
pronounce life to him that is dead in his ſinnes. 

Eſpecially, if here the practize ſhall be rather to fill 
his head with knowledge, and to puffe him vp with 


curious and vaine {| ions, ſhall not this rather 
preuaile, to petſwade him that his caſeis better, then 
bring him to the ſight of his particular faylings? 

And if now for want of At in dividing — word, 
or conſcience to giue each his portion in due ſeaſon; 
either the wicked (hall be 5aftified, and therighteous 
condemned, or the poore ſoule ſhalbe ſcanted of it or- 
dinary food, ſhal it not be diſcouraged on the one ſide, 
and pined on the other, for want of due nouriſhment ? 

Laſtly. If inſtced of fiſh , the poore ſoule ſhall be ſed 
with ſcorpions, with corrupt docttine to poyſon his 
ſoule, ſhall not his ſpitits faint, and his ſoule draw nere 
vnto the murtherers? 

The temedi: therefore herein is, 

1, That we daylie ſee out owne faylings, and ſub- 
mit out ſelues to the word, to bee reformed thereby; 
becauſe the maine teaſon why wee are peſtered with 
ſuch carnall meanes, is, becauſe wee either not ſee out 
want of it, and ſo is tendered bythe iuſi Lord to harden 
vs further, or elſe in our carnall wiſedome wee heape 
vnto our ſelues teachers according to eur one luſts, 
that may further blinde our eyes, & harden our hearts. 

2. That we, aſmuch as lieth in vs, ſtill keepe our 
ſelues to a powerfull miniſtery, changing our habitati- 
ons rather then out ſo d, that ſo by it we may bee ſtill 
quickened and kept afoote, how ſoeuet we may (ome 
times heate others, yet let vs ſtill try the ſpirits, & take 
that which is good, mourning for the hand of God, 
and here ſpecially reſting on the anoyntiny, which ſhal 
teach vs allchings. | 

3. Labouring to be [awes vnto our ſelues in the ſe 
lawleſſe times, and what wee cannot attaine abroad, to 

endeauout in our families to be Kings, and Priefts, and 
Prophets in our generall callings , and in our ciuil to; 
as farre as we may poſſibly, 

4. Eſpeci.lly,anoyde we hypoerifie in diuine wor- 
ſhip,labour we ſimplicity and ſincerity of heart in all 
our 


cloakes to masko it vader, that weemay not be given 
vp to be deceiued by them. 

5. And ſecepe we our ſelues cloſe to the communi. 
on of Sainta, not ſotſakiag the ſame for ſuch corruptis 
ons therein j ot for feare to bee defiled and corrupted 
by them, levt we depriuing our ſelues of the benefits, 
ve may teceiue by them, and ſo be iuſtly belt to decei- 
uera, chat ſtudie to cary diſciples after them, and to 
make them twefolde more the children of hell then 
they were before, Math. 23. 1. 12. 

6. And keepe we our ſelues vndefiled and vnſpot- 
ted ofthe world , auoyd wee groſſe ſinnes and pre- 
ſumptuous wickedneſſe, that ſo wee may not need of 
ſuch deceiuers to iuſtifie by their example, to warrant 
and ſmother by vnſeaſonable tender of mercy. Laſtly. 

7. Renue we our repentance dayly for all knowne 
evils, diſcerne we the deceitfulneſſe ot the heart, and 
inward cortuptions thereof, that ſo wee may bee more 
willing to haue it ſearched by « powerfull miniſtery, 
that ſo we may with more evidence ſtand defore it, as 
having intereſt thetein; hauing fill need of the lame, 


And ſo ur Thus may we leaue our firſt loue: by theſe mcancs 
— 4 may our zeale be cooled and abated. 
* And this ſeruech, 


Uſer. 1. For our tryall whether euer we had any firſt loue, 
Of. or no: namely, if we ſhall finde that by theſe meanes 
we haue bene cooled therein, 
z.Of comfort. 2. And (o for our comfort and ſound direction, 
that if we euer had this firſt loue, we ſhall recover it a · 
gaine: and, 
z.Ofinſtru- 3. That we may know how to recouer it, by vſing 
Aion to reco- aright ſuch moanes, as being abuſed, haue beene the 
— accahonof this decay: the manner whereof is laide 
downe hereafter, | 
And this ſerueth further, 
1. For teptoofe oſ our times, who may bee iuſtly 
| charged 


rations, that ſo we may not heede ſuck deceirfull 


charged te have leſt om firſt love, byrrying our ſeloes 
4 former meauts, whereby this loue is 
ed. 

2. And yet leſt this generall reproofe may bee per- 
uerted to the diſgrace of the power of godlineſſe, and 
diſcouragement of ſuch who defire to walke with 
God in a dayly encreaſe: therefore ſeeing God hath a 
few names in Sardis, that endeauourto keepe them- 
ſelues vnſpotted of the world, and ſo are not onely 
ſignes and wonders in the world , becauſe they will 
not runne with it into the ſame exceſſe; but are 
therefore chalenged of reuolting and falling from 
their loue : for their further eſtabliſhing and com- 
fort. 

Know wee , that wee may bee ſubiect to a falſe 
imputation of leasing our fir lone , in many re- 
ſpects. 

As i. when ypon the juſt conſideration of the nature 1h $174, 
ofour Chriftian liberty, as being ſpirituall, wee limit maybe vmiuſt- 
our zeale within the bounds of our callings : fo gi- ly charged to 
uing vnto God the things that are his, that wee deny * letetheir 
not alſo vnto Ceſar that which is. This moderation, C .Tloue, and 
howſocuer with the Anabapriſt it betraduced as luke- — 2 
warmeneſſe, and tempotiꝝ ing with the world, to a- Andi chat, firſt 
uoydafflition': yet indeed it is an holy rectiſying and in the true diſ- 
erdering of our ⁊ eale by humility and wiſedome, that cen vic of 
ſo it may hold out, and bee perfired through patience, — 
and that from the commandement of the Lord our hy wee ſubmit 
God: Rom. 1 Jo our ſelues to 

2+ We may be falſe!y charged to haue left our fitſt lawtulauthe- 
loue, when wee are out ward y encreaſed with tempo- _— , 
rall blefſings, As if becauſe proſperity is apt to coole, — 
by making vs ſecure, and forgetſull of out God: thete- with ourward 
fore it muſt needes follow, that whereſoeuer there is proſperity, 
outward abundance, there is inward leanneſſe and bat- 
renneffe:Pſal, 106, 15. Which imputation is heereby 
proxedro be moſt vniuſt. 


I 1. Both 


©. I} Both becauſe the Saint: of God haue inereaſet 
outwardly, and thriucn inwardly too, as Abreabemy 
Dauid, & c. 
2+ The vertue of that promiſe makes hereunto: 
that if all — ſurely outward bleſſings) ſhall 
worke together for the good of the ele, Rom. 8.29, 
eſpecially ſeeing the Lord giueth grace to vie theſe 
gilts aright, 
1. Tim. 4. 8. 1. Aud ſeeing godlineſſe hath the promiſe of this 
2 life aſwell as of a bettet; and the more the Saints par- 
take of the mercy of God, the more their thankful. 
3 neſſe and obedience doeth increaſe; and beeing knit 
4 - vntothe Lord with more bonds, ſeeing the more they 
5 receiue, the more they feare themſeclues ; a ſo by 
6 , imparting liberally vnto others, doe caſe themſclues 
1.196% g a0. of the burthen ; amd approue their loue vnto God, by 
— their vnfained loue vnto his Saints: « hereby they are 
more deepely intereſſed in the prayers of the Saints, 
ſo is heauen more enlarged to the encreaſe of their 
loue: The Lord heares the — of the poote, and 
's enlargeth the hearts of his ſtewards, to loue that God 
more fervently, that ſo enables them to comfort o- 
thers, And ſo being faithfull in a little, they are till 
See the dayly encteaſed: vntill being full of grace and abounding in 
ſacrifice tor euety good worke , they ate made meete partakers of 
the rightvſe that glorious inheritance : 1. Colloſſ 124 Math. 25, 
of proſperity. , Cor.15. 
— wane þ And may not out ſpirituall wiſedome in anoyding 
2uoyding of of vnneceſlary troubles , expoſe vs ſometimes to this 
wou les, an falſe imputation, that we haue left our firft louc ? 
occaſion to 1. Vea ſurely, if either by wiſe and modeftanſwers 


a, Cor. 1.7 


— ve auoyd troubles. 
— 2. Or by concealing of that trueth, which wee are 


not bound in conſcience to drſcouer, we ſo eſcape, 

3. Oc by auoyding the rage of our enemies, when 
our time is not yet come, wee ate yet freed fromtrou- 
bles by remouing from our habitations. 
4+ Or 


auoyd the fury of the adverſary : if by any of theſe, 
through the bleſſing of God we eſcape ſuch troubles, 
which others, for want of this wiſedome , are overta- 
ken with;preſently weare charged with want of zeal, 
we are condemned to bee luke warme, to haue le ſt our 
firſt loue: and, &c. 

Eſpecially if wee vſe our goods, as a meanes to 
redeeme the body from ttouble, oh, this is cenſured as 
ynlawfull ; and ſo auoydigng troubles as by vnlawfull 
meanes, wee are challenged of cowardize , want of 
zeale, corruption, &c. 

An imputation how vniuſt and vncharitable it is, 
may appeare by theſe circumſtances : 


4. or by chan ng our habirs and cures, wer ſoß 


1. Becauſe we are not bound to giue an account of An cleared 
our faith to euery priuate man, but only to the Magi- from this im- 
ſtrate, and whomſocuer hath lawful authority to re. pu tation. 
quire it at our hands, as the Miniſter, and ſuch as haue Fh bow, 


charge ouer vs. And that, becauſe — 
Hereby they may haue comfort in diſcharge of their «, 


duety, that they haue not laboured in vaine: or, 


2. May be humbled in our want of profiting and giftrate and 
growing in knowledge, and ſo encreaſe their paines — 


and prayets for vs. 

3. They are in Gods ſtead, land in refuſing to giue 
an account vnto them, wee deny and renounce euen 
God himſclfe, 

4. They may be prouoked hereby to perſeuerance 
and maintenance of the trueth. 

5+ Though they muſt not bee Lords ouer the con- 
ſcience; to make, or alter the trueth, yet they are wit- 
nefſes ynto the conſcience concerning the trueth, yea 
they are approuers and maintainers thereof, to the 
comfort of the beleeuer, and furtherance of his faith. 
And therefore, 

Though we giue not account of our faith, either 

1, To the ſcorer , that hereby will take occahon 
I3 to 


to inſult and blaſ our God and bis ſacred truth. 
2. Or to the open enemy, that as he hath no calling 
to require, ſo we haue wartaut to conceale it, as being 
_ tO bound to preſc tue life, and nat caſt pearles to ſwine, 
be — o 3. Or io the ignorant, that defireth not inſormati- 
— on chere by, leſt we beate the aire ,& run before we are 
called,cxpoſc our profeſſion to contempt, &c. 

4 Or to the prwate Chiiltian , otherwiſe then in a 
calc of nece(lity on our parts, to remoue a falſe impu- 
tation; aud on his part, to guide him that is in darke - 
neſſe, and deſires our helpe. 

Yer doe we not hercin betray our faith; but rather 
wiſely maintaine the honour, and pieſerue the vertue 
therot, both in defending the ſame from the repreches 
of the wicked, as alſo in reſcruing the vic thereof to it 
fir (ea ſon and occaſioa, hen oui God ſhalbe beſt glo- 
rified, our profeſſion iuſtified , and brethren informed 
and confirmed thereby. And this is, 

1. When wee haue an eſpeciall calling to vitneſſe a 
good profeſſion , as being inwardly furniſhed with 
gifts,avd outwardly led foorth by the Spirit, to main · 
taine the cauſe of Chriſt leſus out Samut. 

The one of theſe we ſhall diſcerne ; 

How to di- 1. By ſound knowledge of the cauſe in particular 
cette inward J . 
ſiſkciencie to v hich we are to make good by whatſocuer ſufferings, 
make open ſo that ouriudgements are throughly informed, and ſo 
proſelalon of our conſciences convinced with the trueth , doe ſinde 
faith in the - reſt and comſort thereia : Ephel. . Phil. i. 
1 2. By our ardent loue vnte that ttueth which wee 
" haue apprehended, and hearty deſue, that by any our 
never ſd great affliction, it may bee glorified.in the 
hearts of the Saints, 

3 By our eſpeciall spprehenfon of Gods ſingular 

1. l AH. mercy towards vs, in accounting ys fo worthy as to 
make profeſſion of that truth. 

4. Hence weevenlong and deſire to taſle of that 
cup which the ptofeſſion of that truth may coſt * 

3. Let 


. Yerſ thar 8 
to contrary 
in our ſelues aud therefore, 

6. Rather deſiring the grace of the Spitit ſo to con- 
duct vs in the combat, that Gods cauſe may be honou- 
red in our con ſſancyaberemʒ ihen we inany fort mog- 
nificd thereby, nay that we ſhall hade n reſpect oſ the 
fleſh,any good iſſue aut of chem, how ſueuer we haue 
many gracious promiſes, yea likelihoods for the 
lame, 

7. And therefore ſimply ſubmitting our ſelues to 
the will font gratious Farhcr, rather to — — any 
the moſt gricuous extremiey, then the ſvaſſ diſparage- 
ment may redound tochis glorious truth. 

8. Fading in our ſelues a gratious contentment in 
our God, atiliag vpon long experience of the deceit- 
tulncfle of the world, and faithfulnefſe of our gracious 
Father : and, 

9. Sodiſcerning in aur ſelues 2 readines to dearh, 
as being prepared thereto by daily meriticaion, and 
experience of our ſweet fociterty with our bleſſed God. 

io. Ats that withall we eſpecially for this end defire 
life,cuen to witneſle a good profeſſion, and give glor 
vnto our God, in auouchingand ſeali his er 
truth, with our momentan (utferings, To this end, 

11. Finding inourſeluezan ebflicy of faith, retying 
rather en Gods promiſc to geide vs with his counſel, 
then out one experience, to wade thorew the af- 
fliction. 

Thus may we diſcerne in ſe ſfelency to make 
profeſſion of our faith. 

And for outward calling, and leading forth by the 
Spirit thereunts, there are theſe matkes of it 


buff:tings for fexre of eur owne — Joby 19, | 


How to dil. 
CErn aa ourt- 


Firſt,in reſpe& of vs: as that, ward calling 
1. We haue already publiſhed and declered that tomake pub- 


truth, and ſo now much more (ic being called in ques lik 
ſtion) ate to iuſtiſie the ſame, of 
T3 2. Are 


troubles, 


8. Are alſo prouoked by our people, that haue 
ded on vs, to make good the ſame for the eſta- 
bliſhing of their faith; lett our ſuppreſſing or deniall, 
may ſhake, and make ſhipwracke thereof. T 

3. Arc eſpecially called thereto by the Magiftrate, 
who may requirearcaſon thereof, and forced by the 
gainſayings ofthe enemy,to defend the ſame, 

Secondly, in reſpec of the truth, And that, 

1. When ir is openly reſiſted and gainſaid of a per- 
uerſe generation,not onely privately and indirectly : 
and when, 

2. By cheſuppreſſing thereof, the glory of our God 
is — y impeached, the power of religion vnder - 

mined, & c. other wiſe in matters 
Whereinwe 1. Of difference, Which teach not thus far, we may 
may be ſilent. he ſilent, teſpecting the peace of the Chut ch, and dea- 
ling rather with our God in prayet for the reformati- 
on of ſuch breaches, and by all priuate and peaceable 
mcanes, rather enduring an inconuenience or coucring 
an infirmity, then by any publike oppoſition, making 
arent and diuiſion in the Church of God: 
2. As al ſo, if our perſons rather in malice ate aimed 
at, then the truth oppugned, we may auoide the rage, 
by flying, concealing, &c. 
f 3. At leaſtwiſe, though we be not altogether ſilent: 
yet ſs far we may conceale the truth 1. As it is not 
demanded : a. And may fatisfie the honeſt purpoſe of 
the queſtioner: 3. Yea, may happily,by ſtumbling of 
him, and turning his edge vpon another, ſo thereby 
divert his malice from our ſelues. So did our Sauiour 
put the Phariſies and Sadduces together, and thereby 
eſcaped, So did he fora time goe aſide, and walked no 
more openly, neither committed himſelfe vnto them, 
becauſe he knew what was in them, and his time was 
not come, 
Nay, may we not ſhape ſuch an anſwer to ouraduer- 
ſary, not only to conceale part of truth, as Save! did. 
1. Sam. 


Sam. 16. but even to giue vp the wicked to theft 
owne counſels,that will apt obey the truth; bidding 
them goe vp and proſper, as CMichaiah did, 2. King. 
22. yea ia an holy derifion, vpbraiding their carnall 
confidence : Reieyce ob young man, and take thy fil. Eccl, 
I1.And ſeeing they will not be reclaimed, and hate to 
be reformed : may not the prudent heepe ſilence in ſuch 
euill times? 2. Chron. 2. Amos 5. Or ſo only ſpeake,as 
to leaue the incorrigible to their luſts, ceaſing to re- 
buke a ſcoraer, that we may wiſely auoid his hatred, 
and ſo pronouncingthe wrath of God againſt him, in 
yeelding him vp to his one luſts;asthat he may bleſſe 
his ſoule in this fearcfull liberty, and we by this wiſe- 
dome may maintaine our holy liberty. Oh that we were 
wiſeto conſider of theſe things, and to whom the 
atme ofthe Lord ſhall reueale them. For the waies of 
the Lord ave righteous, and the iuſt ſhall walks in them, 
but the wicked ſhallfalltherein. 


As for the changing of our features and babits ſot a Mes and 
time, to auoid vnneceſſary trouble: herein, I take it, babita whe- 
we may thus far be juſtified, As though ther they may 


1. Net to change our names, And that becauſe they — 
an vw . 


only to make diſtinition of our perſons: from others, - — 


are of a divine inſtitution, as well as cini; impoſed not 


but to be witneſſes, and pledges of our profefſion,and both 
memorials of Gods former mercies towards vs, as alſo 
exidences of Gods —_— couenant with ys, to be 
cur protector and preſeruer toreuer. And therefore not 
to be denied if we be demanded the ſame, left therein 
we deny aur faith : neither to be changed, becauſe our 
— muſt not be changed, Eſpecially ſeeing by 
deniall,or changing, we ſhall not onely not aduantage 
our ſel ues to the thing weintend: namely, not to be 
knowne, ſeeing by other markes of proportion, or 
complexion, we may be bewrayed : but being diſco- 
vered, we ſhall hereby adde vnto our affliction, not 
only being iultly exempted out of Gods n. 

Y 


Pran. 3. 


Oſe 13. 


ged and no 
watraut, be- 
caule this 
was done by 
God, and the 
caſe different, 
Feature. 


Apparell ma 


bc changed. 


Dent. 22, 


YreleAing the badge thereof, our names, but erho- 
ſed forthe racher ke rage of man, as being tainred 
hereby with diſſimulation, &c. 

- Adde we hereunto, that not only we haue not any 
preſident inthe Scripture forthe like in this caſe, but 
alſo this changing ot names is practiſed by ſuch, as, ei- 
ther in their judgements, or lives, or both, deny the 
Lord that hath bought them, namely leſuites, Semi · 
naries, Theeues, Couſeners, &c. 

For our feature, ſo fatre as that may be altered by 
changing the faſhion of the haire, beard, &c. this be- 
ing but ciuill, and differing according to the diuert 
guiſe of each nation, ſo no painting or diſfiguring, ab- 
horring to nature, or denied by civility, and religion, 
be added; I ſee not but this liberty may be vſed, in a 
caſe of neceſſity, for the preſeruation of life : ſo it ſtand 
with our callings,and tend to Gods glory, 

The like we may determine cencerning change of 
apparel, as being a cinill thing, and therefore both ſub, 
ect to a religious end, the preſeruation of life, withs 
good conſcicnce,and alſo ſubiectto ng 
to the diuers guiſe of nations, callings, condition, an 
occaſion, of proſperity,or — our ſelues 
within the boũds of our Chriſtian liberty, becomming 
all vnto all; as to vin others, ſo to preſerue our ſelues 
for their good as moſt defirous to be with Chrift, 
which is the beſt ofall,& yet ready to follow the Lord 
in any good occaſion, for the preſeruation of life to 
benefit the Saints, and make ſure our owne election: 
Preuided that we, 

1.Keepe our ſelues within the compaſſt of our te- 
ligious, and ciuill call inge. k 
2. That we change not that which is vſuall co the 


other ſex. - 


3. That wee dexy not our profeſrion , if this meanes 
will not conceale vs, being demanded particularly. 
4, Thar ee fimply intend; in our pr _ 


e ae — han, 2 


haue left cur fich loue, is our diſcretion as A 
—.— — nr Meth 
our n in viſedome in * 
t conucrfation is a conuiction 
— 


—— 
like, yet makingd of —— 

calling and pus, as of their mM faving ſome with 
rr of myeeks 
CE Tn has 

. Which im acipn ow vnjuſt it is, may 
Ce eels of dhe Ghoſh, 1. Tim. 5. 1. rr 
And alſo. 
2. By thepre 


* 


r of the Sams: — 1. Sam. 12. 
7 Tul: Comparet iſe in repꝛouiug the Church 
of Corinth, firſt Epiſtle ⁊ v. chap. and che Cn eh Y a 
lat. 3. chap. but abque all, the practiſe of out Saviour is - 1 
peereleſſe, in his different reproofe of che Scribes und ; 
— Manas Luke! rand of his difciples.Mat,8,- * 


. een ofebi "ul oh ll tat wee fifth 
— firſi loue, — bandes God 50 ITY — 


vs in fomeouward emptying, becau — 2 


our — is decayed om wordly, therefore the world an 
concludes a decay within : eſpeciall if wer ſurceaſe 
ina meaſure fuch dueties of charity , wherein before 
when our cupouerflowed 4 we abounded towards o- 
++ thers. Which by this may r to be moſt vnrighte- 
ons; becauſeit is the purpoſe of the heart which God 
teſpecte, hich may bee no leſſo open to our brother, 
though our parſe bee ſtraitned yea beeing ſcanted of 
this ourward deuorion, may be moreenlarged in ſpi- 4 gb acces. 
rituall al mes, to procure merey for tlie ſoule,and con- gon ia che hd. 
p we mr dy Ber dus f ape 
a there 1s tlus falſe impurari- r , 
anden e * by dür nes 
v ln! 


c.. 12,13, 


r. 


- 1 
5 


"Tues, fo diftriburi to others, as that we provide for 

out one, left we be worſe then infidels,and ſo louing 
our neighbour , as that wee prooue not cruel] to our 
ſelues; lo dividing to others , that wee preferre the 
houſhold of faith, Gal. 6. 10. both doingthebeſt good, 
and, as wee may, continue and hold out longeſt there- 
in. For which, ſeeing we haue the warranc of the holy 
Ghoſt,aswe ought to auoyd all appearance of this euil 
by moderation, in our procuring and vſage of theſe 
things:ſo need we not feare hereby any c >0ling of our 
love. Onely make we this vie of this vniuſt imputati- 
on as to ſuſpect our ſelues inregard of our carnal loue, 
and to try our abyding in the loue of God, by ſuch a 
loue vnto our ſelues, as may prouide ſot the ſleſſ, to the 
humbling and mortifying ofthe ſame, #s may further 
eur ſelues and others, to thoſe durable riches, which 
are at the right hand of our God for euermore. 


r Fe en Cy hai 
ct loue : 


vniuſt chal- 
— we When encreafing of knowledge of our right in Ie- 


have loſt out ſut Chiiſt, and from him in theſe outward things wee 
— take liberty for the vic of ſome things, (which before 
beid- wee refrained , as being either not informed, or not 
derty in throughly teſolued concerning them) either becauſe 
ehings indif. they are indifferent , and ſo are all aui in Chriff, and 
ferent, being ſanctified by the word and prayer, may be law- 
fully vſed, ſecing ro the pure al things are pure. Or elſe 
being ſimply good, are now of conſcience to bee em- 
1. Tn 4.5 braced, and cheereſully practiſed, that they may fur · 
F . 13. ther vs tothe chiefeft good. Which, how falſe an im- 

puration it is, ſecing the rules of the Word, and pta- 

Qtiſe of the Saints haue made good: i. Cot. o. Gal. &c. 
The right vſe Therefore let vs ſeate the cooling of out loue, in the 
1 vſe of this liberty, ſo that our conſcienccs be perſwa- 
— ded, and pra iſe warranted by theſe mies: namely firft, 
— 1. That the meanes of our encteaſe in knowledge 


uA. be the ward of trweth, not the anthority of man. 
Wi | 2. Thet 


2. That wer be able te diſcern betweene things that 
not ſtumbling as euil things ynder the pr 
of indifferencie ; not ſubicRing things — good, 
to the nature of things indifferent, mał ing the neceſſa- 
ry worſhip of Ged, « matter of indifferency, as the 
preaching of the Goſpel], catechiſing, faſting, &c. yea 
thruſting out the ſubſtance of holineſſe for the com- 
. thereof, That as wee deſpiſe not order, ſo it 
rther true deuetion : ſo we reſt not in the ouiſide and 
make an idole ofbodily ſeruice; Rom. 14 f. Philip, 
9.10. 
3+ That in this liberty we offend got our Chriſtian 
brother : neither the _ by refuſing what hee 


lawfully impoſeth; nor the weake brotker,by not in- 2p 13, 


forming bim in the true vſe of theſe things ; or vſing 
what may jultly giue occaſion, either of doubting ia 
faich,or corruption in life: 1. Cot. &. Rom. 14. 

4. That herein alſo wee not onely auoyde what 
may hurt. but in all ſpiritual wiſedome doe that which 
may further to the beſt good, euen the ſaluation ofthe 
ſoulet 1. Cor.. 

5. And all this to the onely praiſe of our glorious 
God, through leſus Chriſta 1. Cor. 10.3 1. 

Thus may wee bee falſly charged to haue left our 
firſt loue, and thus may we be etablit hed again theſe 
falſe imputations. 

But ſay , hat others faſten ypon me, that I ſeare in 
0 


ſometimes had: theſe ouet 


loue nay may I not feare that all is loſt? 

Nay now Ifinde it contrary with me: infleed of joy 

Tam overwhelmed with ſorrowes , infteed of Gods 

gratious preſence, I feare bee hath forſaken mee, 
K 2 


baue x 


my ſelfe, I feele nor that 15 and mund comfam! wut off 


wings and extraordinary hn ofH 
ſweetneſſe, though Ifaint after them, and refreſh my — 
ſoule with the meditation thereof , yet 1 finde them be a juſt im- 
not ſeabound aud runne over, as in former times: — — that 
may Loot hereby conjecture, that L haue loſt my firſt 5 "I" — 


dence dico; 


160.13 15. 


Heb-11.1. 


Rom, 4. 20. 


1 


r 8 nnn 
1986 ne | , no'cdinfotrin auy du 

the ſorrowes of the deepe doe ſea zv vponithe, d 

a wet of hell doe gape vp on me. $1120 


Sutely the Lord giue thee wifedome heere in, that 
thou doeſt not wrong thine ohe heart, and prejudice 
ae wiſtdome and mercy of thy God. 

Remetbet that thou linac by faith, gc not by ſenſe ; 
2.Cor,y.7; though thou ſeeſt ns out wurd means, yet 
thy faith wi'l aſſure thee, that God is able, & will pro- 


Gods proui- uide him u ſucrifice, G. Vea though thou haſt uo 


inward feeling of comſort, yet ſhalt thou truſt in God, 


ue red herein. ever ehouph he kill thee, ul this is the cory of thy 


2 faith, euen to belecue aboue feeling: thus js chy faith 
perfited, even laying holde on things not ſeene, when 
t is deptiued of the ſenſe of things palt,& preſent, Ana 
may not thy God withdraw thete comforts from thee, 
for the furthereryat of thy faith andloue vato his Ma- 
jeſtie; that thogh thou wart that comtott which here» 
tofore thou haſt had, yet Mil thou canſt giue glory vmo 
thy God, in beleeving his word, and enlarge thy lone 
vnto his Maieſty, even when he ſeemes to haue forſu- 


4 ken thee ? Aud ciuſt chou have a bettet myall of the 


power & purenes of thy-faith, then aboue Hope to be- 
jeeue vnder hope ia the promiſes of thy God, ſubieR. 
ing thy chieſeſt good vnto the gloty of thy God? and 
through want of preſent ſenſe being guided to forget 
what thou haſt enjoyed , Teſt through fpiticuall pride 
thou mighreſt reft cherin,& rob God ofs gloty, thou 
doeſt the rather make haſte to that vi is before, b 

the power of thy faith ſceing a farre oF, yea, laying al 
hold on eternall liſe, by renuing thy ſtrength in leſus 
Chriſt? And ſeeing wee tte now aſſured of rhe trur i 
of our connetfion, by chis ea of Gods ſoue ſhed 24 
broad in our htatrs, working iti v8 a feare of his Ma- 
ieſty, and reſteſhing ont heates with vnſpeakeable 
cõſorti: haue we now ſuch need of the continuance of 
them as all were loſt beeaufe we (Hl ſeele them not: 


or 


br we could at ge forward te ue d 
there6f? will we-ſtilt be children, that Love neddec 


dandling and entticing Rh ſuch roies, or rather are 


we not growing tobe men: and ſo to be hartined with 
trials and ſtromge amg. And is it pot beftco be aba 
ſed withis,tha ſo we may be fitter tor any outward 
emptying. ls it not ſ to bow while diſuſed. of theſe ſpi- 
rtuell io yes, that ſo r may moſt hunger ufter cucr= 
hfting ey gh we more earneſtty labour and haften 
thereafter, And may we not glue our God jult cauſe 
to withdeu his counmenmee from v, by falling into 
gtoſſe hnae, boring on the fading icgyes of the world, 
& c. and ſo we may be fo wiſely ſeanted of perfet ioy, 
as chat flilſ we ſhal be recompenced with what is ſittet 
for vs for the preſent, with hat may further vs to e- 
terne comſotts. 

Is hor the Lord herein wonderfull that by wirk· 
drawing ſenſe of preſent joy, he boch purgeth vs of 
ſuch cuils vs May cottupt the ſame, namely ſpirituall 
pride and — and alſo cauferh vs hereby to lay 
faſter hold on Ie ſus Chriſt, who only muſt perfect the 
workether begun in vs ? And cant rhon expreſle 
thy lone in greater meaſure vnto thy God; chen to 
love him then, when he ſeemes to haue fotſak en thee? 
then to follow after him when he ſec mes totun from 
thee ? doth not this ↄduance the ſntrvrityoſ th loue f 
doth not this ex cee dingiy approge thy conformity 
to thy Sauiour, that as he N . Tomentred to be abated 
ih himſeſfe, yes to become of no reputation, that thou 
maiſt be accepted; ſo thou wrt contented to be emy- 
tied. chat God may be glorified, thou canſt willingly 
went preſent comfort, char thy God may haue — 
ned worſhip, when now, not ſo mach for thincowne 
ſake as for his glory, thou-doſt beleeue in him, when 
though he kitfrhee, yet thou wik truſt in hum ? And 
canſt thou be s looſer, wheretheLordicfuch's paicer 
by thee ? canſt thou leaue thy loue , , rhe Lond 
K 3 doch 


Note. 


Nots, 


cſi love, 


Ted provoketh thee to live by faith, when bythe 


te trie the ſoundnefſe of it, when the 


power of faith he will thus enable thee to lay hold of 
eternall jife, 

Surely as this is the life of faith to exceed preſent 
ſenſes ſo this want of preſent comfort thus conceiued, 
and applied, ſhall be both a meanes to enable thee to 
make better vſe of ſuch joy, when the Lord (ball a- 
gaine turne his countenance ypon thee tand in the 
meane time minifter exceding comfort vnto thy ſoule 
that thou doſt conſtantly beleeue in, and vnfaivedly 
loue the Lord thy God, And therfore doubt not bere- 
in of any decay of thy loue vnto thy God, becauſe the 
Lord in his wiſedome, for thy triall, withdrawes the 
preſent pledges of his loue from thee, For ncither 
couldſt thou endure at all, in thy ſenſe ofthis want of 
preſent comfort, itthy God did not ſecretly vphold 
thee with inward and vnſpeakable conſolations. Aud 
in that thou diſcetneſt wane of ioy, may it not be ſo 
much becauſe thou wanteſt that which thou haſt had, 
as that by faithchou apprehendeſt that vnſpeakeable 
ioy which thou haſt not: which that it doth euacuate 
and empty thee of ſenſe of preſent comfort, it is no 
more maruell,then that the glorious light of the Sun 
ſhould obſcure the light of a candle, or that a drop 
ſhold not be diſcerned being caſt into the main ocean. 

Only for thy full ſatis faction herein, examine thy 
heart in this caſe, by theſe rules; 


Triall hereof, Firft,that chow haſt not ginen thy Godinft eccafien ts 


withdraw theſe comfort i from thee : either, 


Occaſions of x. By not priſing them highly,and inualuably: 
Jeauing our 


2. Or by not being throwly bumbled with them: elſe 

7+ Through} beholding of the Sun when it ſhined 
thou waſt daz led and d vp therewith. 

And ſo didſt not imploy them to the beſt vſe 

of hy Maſter,aduancipg his glory, and to the good 

ef thy brother. 


s Eithe r 


24, Na 4 2 4 (M6 
11 ſe co 
6. Or elſe thou didſi corrupt them by ming 

1 them with the fleſh, and making them 2 


7. Eicher thou conceiuedſt baſely oſ the meanes 
that conuaied theſe comforts vuto thee, namely, the 
miniſtery ofthe word, dre ming of revelations and ex» 
traordinary meanes, 

8. Or elſe ging ouetioyed with theſe comfores, 
thou becameſtpieſumpruons and idle, neglecting thy 
calling which God bath appointed to humble chee, 
and thereby to fit thee co greater comforts, 

Or ifthou haſt giuen thy gracious God iuſt occa- 
fon (as who doth not) yer ſtill thou art ready to iuſti- 
| fie thy God, and condemne thy ſelſe, and therefore. 
here | 

Secondly, examine thy iudgement and effeTioxs in 
the want oſtheſe preſent comforts. 

1. Vet that thou eſteeme not thy caſe deſperate ſor 
want ofthem:Neither, 

2+ Be ſo contemed with this diſpenſation of thy 
God, but that itreioycerh thee vnfainedly to remem- 
ber whatthou haſt ſelt, and ſo eſteem thy caſe formerly 
bettet then now» 

That thou acknowledge it iuſt with God cofirip. 
thee ofthis meaſure, yea that thou haſt deſerued vtter- 
ly to be forſaken of him 

3. Vea it teioyceth thee at the heart to obſerue the 
happy end glorious condition of ſuch excellent ones 
that are rauiſhed with this loue of Chiift, that are 
thus enflamed with zeale of Gods glory. walke thus 
cheerfully and conſtantly in their holy calling, that ſo 
though thou haſt cauſe to mourne for thine one 
particular, yet withall thou canftreioyce for the pub- 
like ioy, and ſo igcercit thy. ſelſe hereby. in the. 


ſame, 
4-Thou 


P 


thisgratious uſpett, and withal oe 3 OD 
5. Doi vufainedly hunger after the returne, and 
increaſe thereof. And rothis end 6 
6. Doſt vſe conſcionably, and reioyce in, the meanes 
of the preaching of the Goſpell, and effectuall prayer 
for the recouety ot the ſame. Cant. i. & . A ret 
7. Vea doſt labour to confer wich the Saints, and 
holy ones, making triall of their feelings, and quick. 
nzng thereby thy dulnes, by prouoking their prayers 
&c | 


8, And waiteſt patiently the leiſure of thy God, 
for the returne of comfort, as may ſtand with his glory 
reſolving thy ſelfe,that his grace is ſufficient for thee. 

Thus if thou art reſolued in thy iudge ment, and att 
thus eſtabliſhed in thy affecions, 

The leſſe thou feeleſt the loue of thy God, the more 
is the triall of thy loue towards him and the more he 
tries thy loue, the more is his loue cowards thee, and 
therefore thy loue to him muſt needs be enlarged : 
which thou doſt expreſſe by thy faith, inbeleeuing 
beyond thy feeling, and hereby giuing glory vnto 
God, chou doſt grow in his ſauour : by the power 
whereof thou art increaſcd in bis obedience, and ſo 
followeſt hard after the marke, to obtaine that crowne 
of glory. > 

nov it ſhall pleaſe thy gratious God to humble 
thee yet more and more, and ſo leauing thee yet fut- 
ther to be buffetod by Satan, who will no ſtep in to 
rake aduantage oſthis thy iealouſie, and doubting of 
the loſſo of thy firſd loue, thereby to call in queſthon the 
truth of thy conuerſion. And fo inferring that thou 
haſt been vrterly deceived, that all thy former labovr 
hath been in vaine, ſhall thereby confound all thy pre- 
ſent hopet, and ſd prouoke thee to a kiad of deſpaire, 
as if nowit were in vine, or loo late to begin againe; 
and ſo hereby procure thee to neglect the true meanes 

as 


beet 3 


f 


irrecaacrable. 
| 1 ia cesdineſſe ths fe prefernatiues; | > . 


low brought in this pit of deſpaize 3 but that thy bleſs 
ſed Sour talied farre more deepely of this cup for 


| ſonle beingheavyuncoche.dearh, ger 
enguiſbhandbaroneof dis 
n had forſaken him e And ſeciog be ia ſuch 
1 thorefore s ſuhioect to our i 
ö tles, that he might hant compaſſion in vs, and (arifti> 
\- fie all ou grameſ infiacoitics and abafngs anc vs, 2 
n his g&1:{gciog hee as therefore th 
itpted . that he might ſucebur vs in our greateſt ten · 
tatiobtz and hy / hiaagonies hach talen awaythe fting 
of pur greatefirrdefeRians j that ſo they ſhall) not 
anely. Nat: hate v but as Bratidus- pro. 
ſetuatiucs vntu vie ptetrecit w — bk, 
hathoyereame that beauy diiteficzand now trig 
Ot v8 in Hauen, and makes continyall inter 


Joy is o already in lege poſſoſſion : yea, fo farre 
in vſe e may ft to the q tulaeſſe ithereſoio alfo 
in ChriRacewe mote then conquerours, and that wee 


| — it ples ſeth our 9 to le aue vs thus far 
toibis heauy dilite ſſc. 


at ſo intheſcour ſuffer] 

ee m mublu ce our Head, aadith - 
— 3 — ave_hioarve und: 2 
hoin alout ſor ro wes had his portion gc 
"ehefull Ando fubering with ourSauiour In this bit- 
neee 3 


3,172 


ſot che pt 
— ay —— 
petate ſecurity. 
That thou mayſi now reblicþetenitiand; 
prevent av vtter and; dawntfall, 


y n 


| Firk, that thou neuer waſt,neicher cank euer bi fo | 


— Remembet 
— ſufferings 


n 


— gy 
canqueſts, 


for vs, in our greateſt emptyings; ſeeing hitfulneſſe of 


may have experience of our glotiuus victory im him: 


— A, — 
18 fog hes, | o "ood 1g? —— 
ter him zrhertfore will ho alio plac he wp yneo hit 
euen out of this hdvrible pit; and make our triumph 
and victory to bee more glorious, by how much wee 
haue endured with him and for him great rafticoens, 
».Thatitis : MHpecially if we couſidet, chat wert woe not plucky 
an atgument out of Sarans poſſeſſiun, did uot ihe firongorman now 
wee ere truely oſſeſſe vs, we ſhould be quiet and nouelled in ſetu- 
2 rity. That ſtrong man not now ſocłe to teentet 
chalengeth in againe; hee would nor chus queſtion and laho: co 
che ſame, and con found our bleſſed hope, if oar hope were onaly in 
ſeckes to re- this life! jj hocuuſe now. wee 'art tramtyling rowanies 
— Heauen ; there ſote doth hee thattabour either o diſ- 
appoynt, or at leaſt to interrupt our gourney thithet 
and at leaſt hereby to mae it more vncomſortable 
aud tedious vnto vs. And is le nor good for to haue 
this experientr of his malice”, 'thar ſu wee moy ul be 
put to che tryall / of our ſound walking in this way, 
that we maywalke more hnmbly and watchfully with 
our God, thatſo we may mwreheartply ſaint ano long 
— to beat cut jou end: that ſoa we may make mote 
fings preven Ipc od w dme to the wih hagou? Docth not our 
ourward baits wiſe and gratious Gor turnt about ib malice of 8 
of pleaſure, tan in troubling vs wuhin, to prevent” many worſe 
baites and allurementt oſ the w ori arid the ſures 
thereof, which'might happily wayedifiret vs out- 
. wardly,and binder our — — would 
take more place with vs ,- it we failed With's contant 
OY .£a:c ofinward peace and joy. Is nor thiddendoubred 
teſtimony of the ſoundneſſe _y conueſion Is not 
thus a grat ious meancs to-growth and perſeucrence '? 
Iſ now la the next —— ſug gente d, chat 

indeed our Sauior Chriſt endut ea ſuch birteragonies, 
yet he was God, and ſo bythe pdwer of lis Deity, o- 
ueſ came theſe extremitits i ar for vs, we may not pte 
ſume ypon any ſuch power, and theteſote — 

| expe 


N 4 > al " _ w—_ 7 

Una pLDory ril} is outiʒand tha ſame hoer 
whicb raiſed vp le ſus from the drad , will alſo gaiſe vs 
vp out of our lowelt abafings. Andhergfore,howloe. goes 
uex Wee, cangor yet bee pexſwaded. of the particular, 

of our Cod in our preſent rec : howſecuer 
this ſenſe of our dne veworthinefle may for the 

reſent Rand between the fight of Goda love and our 

5 —— ve cannot apprehend hat wee ſo he 

og 

hs 


„yet let the power. of our faith breake throu 
1 5 of oui deſert, and aſcend ſteelꝝ to the power 
of G wading our ſelues chat our God is able to 
recoucr vs to what we would, ot az leaſt to ſuſtaine vs 
iq our greateſt cxttemity. And. 


* 
- 


; t. Prooued 
nenotalelpeuidenge hereofopen frgmeur ag 
reſent condition, whether we congderaus vnwWurthi- of out pre-” + 


nes;Which ſeeks to bluadghe.cye oſ o faith,or reſpeR ſent des 
our preſeveabafing, hich intends to ſu v 2 
for it we ſhal lay to flare hat we haue deſerved, mighe 
2 long agoę haue been plungedigte the ſenſe of 

torments which lee ſened might not hall 
haue deuoured viterly, which now doth hut gapeypon 
vs. Nay if wee ſhall acknowledge vnſainedly our pres 
ſent deſett, might we not be giuenvp tos deeper mea - 4 From the 
ſure of diftreſle, then pollibly we couldbeateꝰ might conſcience of 
we not breake out into more deſperate, blaſphemin 32 
and horror, to violence again out ſelues, then yet — * — 
Gdds mercy wee we left vnto ? ſutely if wer conſider haue 25 
what Satan would haue, we may build ypon it hat as it n thereby. 
is our damnation which be aymes at, ſo hee cares not 
how ſoon he finiſh his work, that ſo he may haue more 
worke to encreaſe his on damnatina. He would not 
be contented to ſcarre ys onely Vith the feare of hell, . That Cod 
but his deſiro is to fill yp hell with ſpeed, & ſo to plunge i read to de- 
vs in irre couerable torments. And therefore as we may liver vs, nd 
behold here the poyer oſ our God in bridling Satan, williogto 
with L 2 not e 


",04 


5. Thas the 


* "I . a e 
are not pat hope. S0 if e ſhalttay Hete tron?” 
ſclence of our ynworthinefſe, wee may Safely con. © 
. , j£\ude; chat the loue of God appeaxeth alſo in this his 


diſpenſation , not dealing wich vs according to our 
deſerts; but in this ſhew of his anger, *remembring 
merey, and ſuſtayning vs by hi mighty power from 
1 2 25 pres 
And therefore, chat we may hence gather this con- 
cluſion, that chidugh we fall, yet wee ſhall riſc againe , 
br@uſc the Lord puts vnder his hand; ſeeing Satan 
will now put hard th vt, that the time is paſt; that _ | 
hope is pelſſhed from tlic carch ; therefore leatne'Wwee 
thus to expell theſe fiery darts. | 
Firſt, confider wee that Satan is a lier from rhe bes 
ginning, andihetefore conclude vet that che time is 
e wwawaanyu 
x, Beeauſewetrnaſtknow' that the time vad ſen- 
ſons ate in thee Lord, ontly to diſpoſe and determine 
of jt is councell to Satan preſumprivn ſoro conclude, 
3. Wee hee heteby agratfous thidance; thut the 
time inox paſt; betauſe Wee yet hue, and te capable 
of mrrey, aud the ef mercy ate yer rendered 
vir vg yta, wee haue need 6f Gods mercy, we feele 
the want of it, and theteſore it beloſgs vnto vs: now 
is the timeto de partaxet iheteof, ſeeing our God is an 
helpet iu the nec dflill time ofttoubſe: Ny, we hear- 
tily deſite it, and netzilect no toeides to obtayne the 
ſame, ſeeking this comfort whete it may ber found: 


g aridtheref6re they that ſecke, ſhall finde, and if wee 


knocke, it ſhall bee opened vnto vs, our will is to be 
delivercd; as it is oſ God, and not our ſelues, fo be- 
ing his gift, hee vll perfect the fame in futiſfing our 
defires 5 it argues him vvilhing to helpe vs, becauſe fice 
giues the will to deſite it, and out will ſhall bee ac- 
cepted, till he accompliſh it. 
; 1 If yet our gratious God differ to helpe vs; If _ 
30 | pily 
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out offi "ever w 


delivered freomehes. Ift 


the more the diveſt farech the ſhorrer, is his time, the 
more we pray and obtaine not, the more is obedience 
tried. That we pray becauſe we are commanded, the 
more is our faith tried, that we can wait on out God 
with patjence, that ſo patience may bring forth his 
perfe@tworke, The leſſe comfort we haue ſor the pre- 
ſent in any ſetuice of God, ihe more it behind in the 
icceptable time. 

Meane time knew we, that it is no meane portion 
of comfort to hunger after Gods countenance though 
yet we haue tt not zt carinot but yeeld ſound com- 
fort to the poore ſoule, to be contented with the will 
of God. yet though the Lord ſhould kill him, yet noe 
to caſt gway his confidence: and yet to obey his will 
in hungring after a further meaſure, that ſo it may be 
vnto vas ve dot beleeub. | 


And ſhall Beobat# be their wn ebnen herein, 7 Thir ſerver” 
doch not Gd k how what is fixteſt for vs, Have we not to renue and 


prouołed our God todeale far more ſharply with ys, trie the ſound» 
nes of our 


and is it not his mercy that we are not vttetly conſu- 
me d, ate we fit to be comforted, before we are healed? 
And do not our great ſinnes require ſhatpe cotraſiue 
can we be brought to ſound repentance, till we bo caſt 
out of our ſelues, and but hy s ſentence of deuthʒ even 
by the terror of hell muſt we not haue ſome ſence of 
what we haue deſerue d, that ſo we may by repentance 
avoide the vengeance to come. And may it not no 
fo fall out that the Lord will net heate outprayers, 
becauſe we regard iniquity in our hand, ſhall Iſrael 
preuaile, while the excommunicare thing remaines, 
Are we fit forthe comfort and ioy of Gedy fauourfo 
lung as our ſinne ſtands before him to grieve his ſpi- 


he more we pray the leſſe ary Fo 
comfort we find, the more we are put off, the more — „ 
Sathan rageth, and ſo happily prouokes to impatiency more comſos- 

or deiects with diſtruſt. Khow we for a certainty, that table lines - 


was . 
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Co 
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anden pe vos goe voto his place, thar we may ſeek 
] him dili 


5 ently? | 
eis. And — wi in ſtead of complaining on God, that 
ftreſt for ys, he hath done vs wrong herein, let ys in che name of 
ami he doth - God complaine againſt our ſelues. What js it which he 
what i beſt could haue done, which he hath not dane vnto v And 
— what haue not we done againſt him which we ſhould 
eobringys not doe: ho haue we not in all things requited him 
to zepentamce Euill for good. And therefore in Read of defriog com- 

fort, let vs ſearch and trie our hearts how we haue 
offended our gratious God, let vs iudge our ſelues that 
we may not be judged of him: ſo ſhall we take Satans 
o Thewayto office out of his hands in accuſing of our ſclues, ſo 
prevent ſa- ſhall we top his mouth, and confeund his malice, and 
_— — making hereby our way vnto the throne of grace, we | 
— ſhall find the blood of Ieſus to ſpeake better things 
dur Ic ues, for vs then the blod of Abel,firſt to waſh vs thorows 
ly from our finnes: and then to miniſter ioy and glad- 
nes vnto our ſoules. 
10 Thaiawe For our further comfort herein : becauſe when we 
are not he gre about this practiſe of iudging ofour ſelues, and the 
— Lord by this inward rod drawes ys thereto : It is now 
Satans policic to keepe vs in theſe diftraRions, and ſo 
to ſucke vs in deſpaire, by perſwadings that our caſe 
herein is ſingular! Either none are ja grievous fins 
ners as we ate, or elſe none ſe deeply plunged in this 
extremity as our ſelues, 
Therefore learne we thla, to reſiſt his darts, 
Firſt, though we ſhould be the greateſt of all linners, 
yet ſhall the mercy of God appeare the greater in par- 
doning ſo grieuous a finner, more glory ſhall redound 
to his name, in being ſo incomparably mercifull : more 
loue is due fyqem ſo great a ſinnet, more care to pleaſe 
ſo bountifulfs Father. 
Sccondly, it will not appeare that we are greater 
fancrs — 99 ſo long as we fecle our ſinnes and 
d 


defire to be of chem: ſeeing theſe two things 
make 


oh oY FATS at Ye. IHE 
' ?8rall;by cebſon'of hardoelſe of bear, add the conſei- bre 
encrbeing paſt ſeeking) or etſe ro deſpiſe and reiect * 
the temedy againſt finne : though we haue ſome ſenſe 
thereof either through Pride that we need it not, or 
through de ſpaite that we thinke it will doe no good, 
— though ve ere not the greateſt ſinnets in!! le is not 


1 


compariſon of others : yet ſhall it not be amiſſe to — 


comence out ſelues to be ſuch: partly becauſe we know our ſelues to 
out owne eſtate beſt, and not others ; and therefore in be the gres- 
this reſpect we may eſteem our caſe more hainous teſt tu aer. 
then any other : and partly becauſe we are more en- 
flamed with the loue of Chriſt, and ſo in the abundance 
of his loue doe diſcerne our vnworthineſſe and cor - 
tuptions more and more in our ſelues. That fo ſtill we 
| may more deny our ſelues, and labour to be found in 
Chriſl, not hauing our ov ne righteouſneſle : ought we 
not in charity to thinke othert better then our ſelues, 
may wener hope the beſt of the worſt, becauſe the 
Lord may recover them: And is there any outwardly 
ſo vile, hut that our hearts tell vs we find far more fear- 
full eortuptiom within rs, then poſſibly we can chal- 
lenge others by that which appeareth outwardly: and 
ſhall not our charirp to others call vs more into our 
ſclues,that ſo we may more narrowly ſearch our owne 
hearts, more judge our ſelues, that we may not be ſud- 
ged ut tho world ? ſhall not the fence of our vieneſſe 
make vsmore ronmpaſſionare vnto other, that fo the 
Lerd may have compaſſion on vs'? And can we be too 
vile in our cies,that ſo we may hunger more earneſtly 
after the mercy of God? And therefore though ochers 
may be greater ſinners then we, yet op wiſedomefor 
vs tofcele our ſelues to be the greateſt, char ſo there 
may be no place left for going further on the ſcote, 
that we may now thinke it ſufficient that we baue 
on the time paſt. yes too much that we haue already 
# provoked our God, chat we may not die our re- 
pentance 


: 


To this end 
call to ind 


Poe reiecded of vs. If we wiſely confider the policye 


ſatan here in, how ſoeuer he lay to vs that we are the 
greateſt of all ſinners, yet hereby he intends to plunge 
vs deeper in ſinne, to driue vs to deſpaire, that ſo we 
may deſpiſe mercy,& ſo deptiue our (clues of the poſſi- 
bility of it. And therefore to admit wee were 
the greateſt ſinners, though we feele our ſelues to be 
in worſe caſe then any, this ſhall be a meanes to be 
morcempriedin our ſelues, the more to faint after the 
mercy of God in Chriſt leſus. Nay is it not ſatans 
licie by perſwading vs that we are of all finners he 
chiefe, if he cannot plunge vs in deſpaire, yet to make 
vs ſecure and cateleſſe: We know the worſt, and there- 
fore let vs make no bones of ſinne, let vs not trouble 
our ſelues with any ſuch reckoning, Gods mercies are 
greater, Chriſt merit is ſufficient, doe we what, we can 
Gods purpoſe can not be altered. Thus doth ſatan 
play vpon the left hand, and on tight, now vrgiagto 
2 neuer any ſo bad as we, then prouo- 
king to preſumption, be we neuer ſo bad. And doth 
not our wiſe and gracious God bring light of this 
dark neſſe, that becauſe we are ſo vile therefore we nut 
preſume any ſutther. It is the wonder of Gods lou 
to tender graceto ſo great ſinnets, and ſhalbe the glo- 
of our father to giue hope to ſuch caſtawayes : it 
Gal be aur greater e omfott that he accepts ſuch for- 
lorne ret ches : It hall be ourgreater cate no to re- 
deeme the time abd to labour more abundantly in 
more powerſull obedience, toteſtiſie againe our louc 
to ſo. exceeding bonmifull 2 Sauiour. And ſhall we 
then donbt chat our God will againe receiue vs into 
ſaubur, who hath fo freelyloued vs being his enemies. 
Aud therefore; | 


Be wewiſcnow to call:to mind the dayes of old, 


former mar- remember we that the fauour of God hath formerly 
 ſhineqypanys, meditate e of the wondexſull things 
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ry 
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1 | Ire b Ie son , ar 
Lord ſorget to be mercifull ? ſhall the couenant ofthe 
day and nighe be broken, that then ſhould not be day | 
and night in cheit ſeaſon. Then may the couenant of I 
the Lord be broken with his ſervants; ſurely al the ar- ” 
mie oſ Heauen cannot bee numbred, neither the ſand 
of the ſea meaſured, ſo will the Lord multiply his mer- 
cies vnto his children, ſo will he neuer faile them, nor 73 ' 
forſake them: though a mother ſhould forget the fruit E/ 49, 15, 
of het wombe, yet wil I not forget thee, ſaith the Lord, 
though | correct theein judgement, yet will Inot vt- 
terly caſt thee off: Ierem.30.1 i.ſaith the Lord:for Iam 
God in che midſt of chee, whom I loue, I loue vnto the 
end: Ioh. 13. 2. and therefore for a while haue I forſa- 
* ken thee, yet in euerlaſting compaſsions will I gather 
| thee againe, Eſay 54.8. As I have ſworne that the wa- 
ters of Noah ſhall no more gae ouer the earth; ſo haue 
I fworne, that I will not be angry with thee (for euet) 
nor rebuke thee (to thy deſtruction) yea well may the 
mountaines remoue , and the hils fall downe; though 
heauen and earth ſhall paſſe, and the night and the day 
ſhal be no more: neither yet ſhall the covenant of ny 
peace fall away ſayth the Lord chat hath compaſſion 
on thee; for my word endureth for euer;I haue ſworne 
by my holimeſſe, that I will not faile David, 
Aad what ſhal then ſeparatthee frõ the loue fed, 59. 2508 - 
hall thy greateſt fins ſerue to magnihe the loueoſ God haus drunke 
into thee, Oh, but here Satan doth reply that hetin thy of this cup 
caſe is ſingular, neuer any ſo deiected and caſt down as vntorhee, 
thou art: the ſaints of God haue paſſed their time more 
cheerfully,they haue been confident in God, reſolut of 
his fauour: they haue been heard of the Lord, in their 
| greateſt extremities, they baue been delivered & reui- 
ned again and therfore, ſeing thou remaineſt ſtil in this 
agony,& canſt find no cofort, hath notthel ord forfaks 
thee, that rei-As thy praiers, that negleds thy teares, 
ſeciog thy alflict.õ encreaſed, thou ſeeſt no end theroſ. 
M Surely 


- 


Job. 3. T. 6. 2. 
Pſal 77. 


14 That Gd 


giffers our re- 


Surely the Lord giue vs vnderſtanding in al things, 
ſay our caſe were ſuch as neuet were any like vnto vs, 
yet may not the Lord doe with ys what he will : if he 
ſhould caſt vs into hell, ſhould we not defire his glory 
aboue all things? And if by this our greater abafing, he 
intends to propoſe vs as enſamplet to them which ſhal 
beleeue iu time to come, to małe vs preſidents of his 
exceeding mercies; ſhall not he haue the more glory, 
and we naue the more comfort in the end? And yet for 
our preſent comfort herein;is there any tentation here 
befallen vs, that belongs not vnto mant᷑ that the Saints 
of olde haue not gone before vs in, that euery childe 
of God, more or leſſe, muſt certainely vndergoe: nay, 
haue not many of Gods children exceeded vs in this 
temptationʒ conſider wee the example of Ie and Da- 
vid of Ieremie and the reſt? haue not the yenome of 
Gods arrowes drunke vp their ſpirits ? haue they not 
broken out into many bitter complaints and blaſphe- 
mies, through the extremity of their paines ? haue they 
not euen ſecmed to fotſake the Lord, and giuen ouer 
theit intereſt in his loue and goodnefle, Ter, 20. And 
hath the gratious Lord yet kept thee from theſe hore 
rible out-breakings? or mayſt thou happily bee leſt ſo 
farre as the worſt ? yet ſeeing our gratious God bath 
reſtored every one of them ; yea, then jrefreſhed 
them when theyhaue bene at the worſt, vll he not alſo 
raiſe thee vp againe, ok thou of lite faith? 

If thou thinkeſt he will not, becauſe he doth it not, 
conſider how longthis rod hath lien vpon thy betters, 


for ng and re- and canſt thou not bee content to ſtay the Lords leis 


tres. 102 in 


fure as well as they ; ſhall not the Lord recompence 


great mercy. thy longer ſtay with more durable comforts? Had not 


David theſe buffetings even all his life? haue not many 
of Gods deare children beene excrcifed heerewith to 
their death, yea in their death haue been hereby flum- 
bling to the world, as if they died dc ſperatcly , vnto 
whomtheir holy life & doctrine was a cond; moation, 
becauſe 


becauſe they would not bee reclaimed thereby; and 

ſhall ehis encourage to prophaneſſe, and exclude yt. 
+ terly repentance, to ſee fach die ſo vncomfortably, 
wholelife was ſo conformable to the word, ſo contra- 
ry to the world, And therefore though I cannor heere 
promiſe thee any time when the Lord will returne thy 
captiuity, and refreſh thee with former comfort: yet l 
dare promiſe thee that there is a time of refreſhing, 
Act.: . tg. at hand. And whatſeever thy emptying bee 
now, yet then thou ſhalt be filled with the fulneſſe of 
God, and ſocnioy at his right hand pleaſures tor euer- 
more; yea all thy abaſings in this life, ſnalbe meanes to 
further and haſten thee thereunto; if thy aſſlictions are 
at ce they will haue the ſooner end, and thine 


1 euetlaſſing ioyes ſhalbe begun the ſoonet; though it 
mould by thy death, yet thou ſhalt be a great gainer by 
it. And I dare promiſe thee further, that the Lord will 
lay no more vpon thee then thou art able to endure, 3. 
Cor. 10.1 3+ but will giue an iſſue with the tentation, 
that thou mayſt be able to beare it, though the righte- 
ous petiſheth, and no man regards it, yet they are but 
taken away from the euils to come. 

2. They ſhal reſt in their beds, & ſorow ſhal flie away. j. That we « 
Oaly here let me adjure thee to ſtay thy lelfe herein muſt not ; 
by theic rules; Fuſt, that thy God will not eſteeme of ſudtze our 
thee,as thou art iu thy tentations, they proceed of Sa- Alus, by our 
tans malice, and thine own infirwity ; & therefore thy en. 
gratious Fathcr will not impure them vnto thee :yea 
thou ſtriueſtagainſt them, & condemneſſ chem, & ther- 
fore thy louing Father will not condemne thee for the. 
Secondly, be thon wiſe to iudge of thy better parr, 
thon ſttiueſt and canſt not pteuaile, thou prayſt, and art 
not heard: what then, are thy prayers not heard at all, 
becauſe thy particular requeſt is not granted? Is not 
thy perſon everlaſtingly accepted, and fo a cuppe of 
colde water ſhall not looſe his rewarde, In the name 
— of GOD I adivre thee thrrefore not to judge 
M 2 poremp: 


Eſay 77. 4. 


* - 2 


mptorily of thine eflate by any preſent or pattieu- 
— or ſucceſſe, Is not the Lord wiſe to turne 
thy ſinnes to good, and will he then let thy true endea- 
uours fall to the ground? though hee anſwers not thy 
prayer in yeelding thy particular reqneſt, yet doth hee 
not anſwer it better, in giving thee (till grace to pray 
vnto him, doth he not recompence thee bountifully in 
teaching thee patience to wait vpon him,and muſt not 
patience bring foorth the perfect worke? hadftchou 
net then need of patience , whenthou haſt done the 
will of God. that thou mayſt receive the reward : and 
what is the reward thou wanteſt for? is it only that thy 
rayers may bee granted for the preſent? mayſt thou 
— happily haue thy reward already, and ſo to bee 
depriued of that great recompence of reward. And 
doth not the Lord begin thisrecompence in anſwering 
thy prayers to what is fit for thee ? doth he not prepare 
thee to this recompence , by enabling thee hereby i; 
patience to poſſeſſe thy ſoule, and to wzite the gook 
pleaſure of God? doth hee not hereby teach thee te 
commit thy ſoule in welldoing into the hand of thy 
gratious Creator, that {1 thou mayſt work out thy ſal- 
uation ia feate and trembling, and ſo be made meet for 
that glorious inheritance, 
7 0av0yd 3. And therefore let my adjure bee pretious vnto 
— nefſe,"nd thee not to diſquiet thy ſelfe for delay of comfort, buy 
— rather to take heed of idlenes and cutioſity, whereunto 
callngs,cenu- Satan will now labour to draw thee, as taking aduan- 
ing ourrepen- tage of thy dumpiſhnes and diftraflion, Be diligent in 
ranceforfor- Gods ſeate, ſo farte as thou knoweſt in thy calling od 
met fai ings, hath placed thee in, & iudge thy heat: f,und!y for for. 
mer failings, and then I dare aſſute thee thou ſhalt not 
want comfort in thy obedience vnto God, if fir for 
thee for the preſent, and the more thou fitteſt thy ſelſe 
hereby for ioy,the ſooner it ſhall teturne, either in this 
life, il thy wayes are now conſtant nd more ſpirituall 
or elſe in the life to come never to ſaile againc, But of 
this 


FIR 


this more hereafter,and commenced, and eſpecially in 
a treatiſe (if God will) to bee publiſhed to this pur - 
. poſe, called th Cure of «wounded Spirit, 
If yet thou art donbtfull of thy abiding in loue: As 
thou maiſt decay; ſo thou art iealous of thy ſelf herein: 


I ay vntothee, Blefledis the man that feareth al- 70.8.0. 
10W to know 


Wiies. wherh 
And that thou maiſſ be reſolued, whether thou art — — 


decaiedor ho, obſerue for thy ttiall theſe markes $f louc. 
therof : which are apparantſympromes of the leauing hy ele 
our firſt loue, mai kes. 

1, Know thou that if thou haſt [oſt that peace of con- 
ſcience, wherby thou waſt wonttocome with bold. 
nes into the preſence of thy God, and powre eut thy 
ſoule in ſtrong cries and teares vnto thy God, and ſo 
canſt not pray with that euidence, as in former times, 
with that paticnce and conſtancy ouercomming thy 
God. 

2+ If thou groweſt feareſnll of tronbles, and vſeſt 
catnall policy co prevent them. 

3+ It thou groweſt worldly and couetous, with. 
drawing thy hand ſrom the neceſſities of thy brother, 
and neglecting the occahons of charity, &c. 

4. It thou groweſt negligent in hearing the word, 

conrenting thy ſelſe either with none, ot an vneffectu- 
al' Miniſtery, 
q. If thou canſt diſpenſe with thy ſelſe in vaine ſports 
and recreayons, gaming, vaine talke, &c.wherot here- 
tofore thou madeſt ſome conſcience, waſting thy time 
and wit in them. 

6, Il chou canſt frame to all companies, and tempo- 
rize with each, as pteſuming vpon thy protection, ſrom 
thy Chriſtian calliag. Epheſ. g. i. 

7. If thou art afraid of death, and neglecteſt the 
daily and conſtant examination of thy waies, and holy 
duties in private, vnto thy God. 

8, lf chou canſt ſo ioy in theſe earthly things, _ 
ther 


How to reco- 
ver fiſt loue. reeouer, out of any effects that proceed from thence, 


er hot to feele 2 loathſomneſſe in not to vſe 
them as packes to increaſe the fire of thy ſpirituall ioy. 

9. If thou meaſureſt the happineſſe of the life to 

come, by that ſenſe which for the preſent thou haſt 
thereof ; thou doſt nor liue by ſaith, and therefore thou 
haſt left thy firſt loue. 

And for thy comfort obſerue herein an eſpeciall 
mercy of thy God, that there will follow this loſſe of lone: 

1. Impardironble of conſcience,which will giue thee 
no reſt, till thou haft re ſolued thy caſe with God, and 
recouered : Pſal 6.3 8. &c. 

2. Some outward ſenſible ſtripe, either in thy goods, 

ſon, children, to open thine eyes the better, and 

ring thee ts repentance, Iob. 33. 13. 16. 

3. Now the world will not faile to flatter thee, and 
as it were to owne thee, that ſo thou mailt ſuſpeR thy 
ſelfe the rather, 

4. And yet that thou maiſt diſcerne the worlds loue, 
thou ſhalt not want ſome mocke and teproach to caſt 
the durt ofthy decay in thy face, that ſo thou maiſt 
be aſhamed and confounded in this decay. 

3. And happily thou maiſt be giuen vp to ſome 
groſſe ſinne, the moreto diſcredit thee with the world, 
thar ſo thou maiſt not be cotrupted with the flattery 
thereof, 

And therefore thus thow maiff recouer ont of this 
decay : 

1. Reſt vpon the promiſes of thy God, that thou ſhalt 


and thy lattet end ſhall be better then the beginning. 
2. Meditate on the former experience of the ioy of 


the ſpirit, that ſo thou maiſt preſſe the Lord from his 


wonred mercies.Pſal.,77.1,Sam,17. 

3+ Conſider the meanes that the Lord vſedro plant 
this ioy and loue in thy heart, and by the ſame know, 
that he will renue this worke,and therfore at no hand 


be dtiuen from the meanes,Cant. 1. Cant. 4. 5. 
4. Reſolue 


. . "© i R — »% my 


of. 2.8.9. and theretore returne to thy firſt louess 
gaine, that ſo the Lord may renue and increaſe thy loue 
vato him, 

5. Acquaint the experienced ſouldier with this thy 
eſtate, that ſo he may be a meanes to quicken thee 
againe, 

6. Give we not ouer our purſuit of theſe comforts: 
ſpare we no paines: thinke we all time too little. im- 
poſe we extraordinary afflictions, as fafting, and ſo 
groning vnder the burden, and deteſting our ſelues : 
giueave the Lord no reſt, till he hath returnedto his 
reſt, and recouered our decaics,Cant. 5; 

To this end vſe we the meancs before ſet done to 
recover from Apoſtaſie, 

And be we comforted, that we ſhall not altogether 
looſe our labour, though we haue left this loue. 

How far we ſhall recouer. 

1. Either we ſhall 'recouer what we haue loſtin 
the ſame kinde,namely the like ioy and extraordinary 
comforts of thee 

2. Orelſcifwe haue it not in this fruit of our loue, + 
yet we (hall be ſure to recouer in another kind, which 
Hhallbemore profitable co further vs to happineſſe. 

3. As the leſſe we feele this loue, the mcre we ſhall 
expreſſe our care to vſe all holy mcanes whereby we 
may recouer it againe? 

4. The more we ſhall ſearne to live by faith in the 

expectation of a greater meaſure, NE 
5+ The more compaſhonate thou ſhall be roothers 
that are call downe by this .atflition; and ſo labbur 
more carneftly to raiſe them vp againe; that fo toge» 
ther with them, thou maiſt be perfeaed, Heb. r1.viti 
that ſo maintaiping the fellowſhip here on eatib, chou 
maiſt be better fitted to the communion in Heaven; 

6. And as thou haſt hereby greater occaſion to ad- 
uance the mercyof thy God iu nor leauing thee to- 
gether, 


. 
ee 
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"ther, in fuſtaining thee ſo wonder fully, and ſaue 
thee in this thy decay, ſo ſhale thou be prouoked here / 
by to truſt more perſectly thy God, though he ſhould 
abaſe thee further, not only in leauing thee to this in- 
watd trial! of a [anguiſhing ſpitit, and eclipſe of ioy, 
but, as the manner of Gods providence is to prepare 
vs by theſe ioward afflictions to outward troubles, 
for the further triall of our faith, and increaſe of his 
power and mercy in out protection and deliverance, 
It now it ſhall pleaſe our glorious God to lead vs 
through fire and water, to pronounce a ſentence of 
death againſt vs, that we may nuttruſt in out ſelues, 
but in the living God which raiſeth from the dead. 
That ſo after we haueſuffereda little, we might be fit- 
ted to eternall ioyes: that ſo in our out ward (vfferirgs 
our inward conſolations may abound ? Is not bete a 
gracious recompence of our former loſle ? Is not here 
a maruellous me:nes ſo to reſtore the ſame ?that God 
may haue the glory, that we by this meanes may be 
prepared ynto glory? ſhall not our loue be now glo- 
riouſly tried in ſuffering for the wiil of God? ſhall it 
not be much more teſliſied in enduring fo great affli- 
RQions ? ſhall it not hereby be purged of all ſelfe-loue 
and carnallreſpedts,that ſo it may be fitted to fulneſſe 
of joy ? ſhall not cur patience here be tricd, in waiting 
the goodpleaſure of our God, that ſo we may be per- 
ſect, and intite, wanting nothing.1.lam.3.4. 

Surely how ſoeuer it fall, yet let it comfort vs that 
the holy Ghoft doth not here challenge the Church of 
Epbeſws that it hath loſt all her loue, or that it hath ab - 
ſolutely loſt her firſt loue, but only that it hath leſt it 
for a time, and therefore ir may recoucr againe. And it 
hath but left her firſt loue, not altogether is bereft of 
all loue ; well may it leaue it firſt loue, but it ſhall not 
looſe all. 

And for our farther ſatisfaftion, take we theſe rules 


that we are ſoundly in ſome meaſure recoucred, — 
ue 


Telaloed true joy and comfore « r: 
1. H our ioy beeingreſtored, wee are ilſo more 
enabled in the practiſe of godlineſſe, growing more in 
8 grac e, and in obegience tothe word. 
2. lf our ioy bee daylie accompanied with ſorrow 
for ſinne, and fearc of our ſelues that wee may fall a- 
gaine, with more ſobriety in the vſe of worldly com- 
orts,and more hunger aſter durable ioyes. 
3. If wee ate more weaned from the loue of the 
world and take leſſe oy in the fleſh , and earthly: 
things: knowing no man afterthe fleſh, 
} 4+ If we can reioycein the further encreaſe of the 
Church, and flouriſhing eſtate theteof abroad, though 
it go not ſo well with our owne particular, 
5. And can alſo weepe wich them that languiſh a- 
broad, though our owne cup run oner, 
6, Still ſubmitting our ſelſe co the croſſe. 
7. And triumphing in our greateſt tribulations, 
8. If our ioy bepowerfull, to raiſe vs daily from 
ſinne, that ſo renuing our repentance it may be in- 
creaſed, 
9. Ifit be fincere and pure, not ſo much reſting in 
our ſelues, as that God mayhcue the glory,cuen com- 
ſorting out ſelves that for Gods ſake principally we 
haue done his will, and not for any by reſpects vnto 
our ſelues. | 
And this is thelaſt leſſon to be obſerued ourof this 
Scripture: Namely ; 
That the Saints ſhall not looſe 1 they Dott,7. 


may leaue for a time their firſt loue: Luk. 11. Pal. 92. Th: Saintes: 
1 1. Becauſe the Lord hath promiſed to continue his Reaſon —_— 


loue towards them: Ioh. 13. 1. Ioh. 17. lerem. 31 0% 5.19, 

| 33.&c, , 24.49. 
2. Their aſflictions dee tend to their perſeuerance, 4%½ . 

as purging out their ſinnes; Elay 1.5. 
3. Thew Camer ume de dehnen 


- 
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to conquer the ſame: 3. more ſit for | "CY 
— 19% wan Iv 

cifull to others, and therfore mouing the Lord to haue 8 
more compaſſion on them; ö 

4. His hand is continually put vnder vs in our grea- 
teſt failings, and therefore wee ſhall riſe againe : Pſal. 
37. 24. 

5. His end in leauing vs for a time, is to make vs 
take faſtet holde on him, to make vs more deny our of 
ſelues, that we may be found in ſeſus Chrift in heauen. 

6. Their Sauiour liueth, and triumpheth, te make 
them more then conquerours: Rom. 8.36.37, Ioh. 12. 
32.andto draw vp all after him, 

7+ The ſpirit and word ſhall abidein them, co hold 
them on in grace: Ioh. 15. 44». 

And therefore, 

1. This condemneth the blaſphemie of Papifts, 
who teach, that the Saints may fall finally, and therein 
doe impeach the power and faithfulneſſe of God; or 
that they may ſo looſe their faith for the preſent, that 
it muſt be repaited anew againe. 

2. It checketh the inſolencie of the wicked, that re- 
joyceth at the fals of the Saints, and inſult auer them, | 
ſeeing that though they fall, they ſhal riſe againe: Mic. 

7.9. Pſal. 4. 11. | 

3. As alſo it reprooueth the infidelity of the Saints, 
who doubt of their recouery , and wrong the faithful. 
neſſe of God, and power of their faith, grieue the bleſs * & 
ſed Spiric, and deny ina fort the merit of Chriſt, | 

4. Heere is firſt inſtruction for the world to iuſtiſie 
Gods faichfuloeſle , ſeeing hee doch not forgke for e · 
ver: Lam. 3. 24. 25. 

5. Heere the Saints are leſſoned, as to feare their | 
fals, and not to finar vpon pteſumption of — 
ſo not to diſtruſt of Gods mercy in their greateſt fai- 

'sL lings, ſceing the Lood is ſaithſull, and they ſhall rex o- 


uer, 


yet ſufficient to fitihẽ tot he eni | 
that the Lord Icſus bath- purchaſed for them. And 
therefore let them vie the holy meanes that they may 
recouer, namely ſuch as are before laid downe, in the 
tecouery out of apoſtaſie, and regaining fir loue, and 
hold out to the end. And if happily with all our labour 
we ſhall yet be co ſeeke of what we would haue: For 
the further ſatisfying and comforting ofthe conſci · 
ence, obſerue we thdſe two things, 

Firſt, that it is one thing to leaue our firſt loue, and 
to be luke warme neither hot nor cold. 

We may not haue ſuch feeling of Gods loue as for- 
merly we had, and this may prouoke vs to more in- 


duſtry to recouer againe, as theioy of Gods ſpirit may Difference 


be an occaſion by reaſon of ſpirituall pride, chat we 


may remit of our zeale, and yet we may flilbbereſo- j,ue and luke- 
lute in indgement : whatſhould be done though-hap- warmaeſſe, 


ily in our practiſe we may abate of what we haue 
Art done, 1. Wheretas luke-warmneſſe atiſeth 
fromea peruerſe and deceived iudgement, that we are 
rich, we want nothing, and therefore what need we 
now be ſo earneſt and paiaful, why may we not abate 
of our labouts, and lic downeand take our eaſe, may 
we not be wholly,&c, 2. Hereupon it is another note 
ofluke - warmneſſe to grow indifferent to any fide; 
to be between both, ready to entertaine What may 
ſand with the llteame, and ſo to runne with the tide 
as occaſion ſeructh, But it is not ſogwith ſuch as haue 
ſimply loſt their firſt loue, they are neuor quiet till they 
haue recouered againe : they cannot endure any other 
loue to ſhare in their affections, oh itreioyceth them 
to conſider what a true and faithfull loue they had; 
they ate now more fond of him, when he abſents him- 
ſelfe at every ſtone muſt be rowled, all corners ſear- 
cked, to find him againe. Cant. 3. and they giue not 
ouer till they haue recouered him. | 
Na 2. That 
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which ſhall cleere v3 of luke-wartnnedlte / and —— 
we leaue ameaſure, yet we looſt not all, becauſe the 
leaſi remaining will be a meanesto recoucragaine, i 
not ſo much as we haue had, yet ſo much as ſhall ſerue 
both to kcepe from finall apoſtahie, and furtherto e · 
ternall glory. — 299 

6 And thcrefore here is matter of exceediag con- 
ſfolation to the elect of God, not to truſt their one 
vnbeleeuing hearts, muchleſſe Sarans hes; but to reſt 
on the faithfulneſſe of God, not 'udging themlelues 
by what they ate in their decay, but by what they were 
ja their titſt loue : and ſo pteſſing the Lord in hisfairh- 
ſullneſſe, and their former experience, they ſhall be 
vpheld in theit greateſt failing, by a ſecret powet and 
in good time the Lord willappeatre vnto them to bein 
ſootth theit righteouſaeſſe as —— — 
doing as the noone day, that fo. their latter end may 
be bettet then their beginolng, 
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